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ALBERTO
ONCE HELD BACK 
BY WEIGHT 
CURRENTLY: 
DIVES RIGHT IN

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
At 13 years old, Alberto was one of more than 2 million overweight kids in this country. 
The good news is, he chose to do something about it.

Since he enrolled in the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program last year, Alberto has 
lost over 30 pounds and is now an active and healthy kid. Rather than focus solely on 
calorie intake and weight loss, our program helps families maintain lifelong healthy eating 
and exercise habits. In fact, Alberto’s mom was so inspired, she lost 12 pounds herself.

Alberto is still headed toward his weight goals. The way we see it, his loss is truly 
his gain. To find out more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control 
Program call 650 -725 - 4424 or visit pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org.
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W hen Aristotle, Thomas 
Jefferson and sociologist 
Robert Putnam preached 

greater public participation, they 
certainly didn’t have Open City 
Hall in mind.

After all, the new website — 
which Palo Alto leaders hope will 
boost their effort to promote “civic 
engagement” — allows people to 

opine on local issues without leaving 
their homes, facing their city leaders 
or even releasing their names to the 
public.

And even some members of the 
City Council who support sign-
ing on to the site have misgivings 
about the prospect of pranksters and 
hooligans shooting rhetorical darts 
at their opponents from behind a 

cloak of semi-anonymity. A few 
ill-mannered posters, they argued, 
could deter their more civil neigh-
bors from contributing to the site.

“As economists know, bad money 
drives out good money out of cir-
culation,” said Councilman Greg 
Schmid on Monday, quoting the fa-
mous Gersham’s law. 

Despite these concerns, the coun-
cil voted 8-1 to sign on to Open 
City Hall, a service provided by 
Berkeley-based Peak Democracy to 

give citizens too tired or too busy to 
attend their local council meetings 
a new way to discuss the top issues 
in their communities. Sid Espinosa 
was the lone voice of dissent.

Six California municipalities 
— Arcata, Berkeley, Emeryville, 
Eureka, Kensington and Trinidad 
— and Williamsburg, Va., already 
use the program. City leaders from 
other cities, including Oakland and 
Santa Clara, have used the site’s pro-
totype, Kitchen Democracy, to take 

the pulses of their communities on 
specific issues.

Unlike Kitchen Democracy, 
which promoted a more bottom-up 
approach, Peak Democracy ema-
nates from City Hall. As soon as the 
city publishes its agenda for an up-
coming meeting, staff members in 
the City Manager’s office will select 
two or three agenda items and post 
them on the site. Residents will be 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Rachel Palm
er 

Some say new forum is too secretive and simplistic
by Gennady Sheyner

D isembodied heads, a float-
ing hand and a clock with 
13 numbers await thrill-

seekers at Fairmeadow Elemen-
tary School, thanks to the Gunn 
High School Robotics Team.

For the third year in a row, the 
team will use its technical knowl-
edge to stir up a cauldron of fright-

ful sights at Fairmeadow, which 
is offering its “Scaremeadow” 
Halloween event this Friday and 
Saturday.

“This is not your grandma’s 
haunted house,” said Allen Hall, 
a former PTA member and a mas-
termind behind Scaremeadow, 
now in its 15th year.

Bill Dunbar, director of the 
Robotics Team, said a team of 45 
students has been working on a ro-
botic haunted mansion that will sit 
directly outside of the main haunt-
ed house. The students formed 
teams, each taking a specific area 
of the mansion to work on.

“The Fairmeadow haunted-
house project ... is much more 
than just a technical challenge for 
the students,” Dunbar said. “It is 
good training for our teamwork 
and problem-solving skills.”

Team members gathered at 
Fairmeadow Sunday to assemble 
the 22-foot-tall mansion, which 
they drove in two parts from 
Gunn.

Members of the team climbed 
ladders as they placed the roof on 
top of the mansion and checked 

their equipment to make sure it 
survived the 2-mile drive. Inside 
the mansion lie the controls to 
all of the pneumatic apparitions. 
Thrill seekers will walk around 
the outside of the attraction. 

Gunn High School junior Paige 
Fitzmorris, a first-time member of 
the Robotics Team, found working 
on the mansion a good opportu-
nity to use her imagination.

“It’s a really fun way to be cre-
ative,” Fitzmorris said. Her team 
upgraded a pop-up head that had 
been used last year, adding a small 
trough filled with fake blood. “I 
was sure that it would work, and 
now it does!”

Gunn senior Abhimanyu Be-
lani, a three-year Robotics Team 

Gunn students create scary 
times for Fairmeadow

High school robotics team and elementary school  
gear up for ‘Scaremeadow’ haunted house

by Susan Robles

Communities 
jolted by 

recent string 
of robberies

Police and residents swap 
crime prevention tips

by Gennady Sheyner

S ometimes, it’s the fine details 
that scare.

To be sure, Palo Alto has 
had a problem with street robberies 
in the past few months, but as police 
quickly point out, crime surges are 
far from rare even in affluent com-
munities like this one. Other spikes 
have come and gone and this one 
will likely do so, too, they say. 

And when the full spectrum of 
serious crimes is taken into consid-
eration (a group that includes homi-
cide, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny, car theft and ar-
son), the total number of incidents 
is, in fact, the second lowest in six 
years.

But as Wednesday’s meeting at 
Duveneck Elementary School be-
tween community residents and 
police made clear, statistics aren’t 
always the most soothing remedy 
for post-crime panic. 

When a senior citizen gets knocked 
down to the pavement and has her 
purse snatched in broad daylight 
(as happened on Newell Road last 
month) or when the strong-armed 
robberies involve more than strong 
arms (the recent wave included in-
cidents involving knives, a bat and 
a pair of gardening shears), feelings 
of safety can quickly evaporate.

The meeting was originally set 
up to discuss a string of paint-ball 
vandalisms that occurred in August. 
But robberies quickly began to dom-
inate the discussion.

Residents offered officers a spec-
trum of advice for reducing crime, 
including setting up cameras (both 
real and dummy ones) on city streets, 

Members of the Gunn High School Robotics Team put the finishing touches on the Scaremeadow Haunted House. 

CRIME

SCHOOLS

City leaders hope to spark civic debate with new website

(continued on page 8)
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by Don Kazak

Lives hanging in the balance

K arla, a pleasant but shy wom-
an, doesn’t look like a drug 
dealer. Her two small girls 

play nearby as she talks through an 
interpreter.

Several weeks ago, Karla received 
a three-day notice from Woodland 
Park Management, owner of the 
East Palo Alto apartment complex 
where she lives.

The notice gave her three days to 
cease being a drug dealer or evic-
tion proceedings would start.

“I was surprised and scared,” 
she said. She went to her apartment 
manager, who told her she had al-
ways been a good tenant.

Then she was given an explana-
tion.

Another apartment manager saw 
some young men in the parking lot 
of Karla’s building and questioned 
them. One said he lived in Karla’s 
apartment, although he didn’t. Karla 
didn’t even know the young man.

That’s why she was accused of 
dealing drugs.

There were two other cases where 
Woodland Park (formerly known as 
Page Mill Properties) gave three-
day notices to tenants the property 
company accused of being drug 
dealers. All were rescinded.

But Karla said no one ever apolo-
gized for wrongfully accusing her.

East Palo Alto and Woodland 
Park/Page Mill have been entangled 
in a bitter legal fight for almost 11 
months over the city’s application 
of its Rent Stabilization Ordinance. 
The lives of many tenants are hang-
ing in the balance.

Woodland Park owns about 1,750 
apartments in East Palo Alto west 
of U.S. Highway 101, which is two-
thirds of the 2,600 apartments in 
the city.

The city and Woodland Park have 
sued each other, with the company 
winning nearly every court decision 
so far.

Woodland Park says the city has 
no right to limit rents, under state 
law. The company has won nearly 
every time in court because  the 
city’s ordinance, written more than 
20 years ago, hasn’t been revised to 
keep up with changes in state law.

“We just keep losing,” Mayor Pat 
Foster said. “Page Mill is trying to 
get people out of those buildings.”

Jim Shore, general counsel for 
Woodland Park, says his company 
is using the revenue from the in-
creases to make the buildings more 
pleasant and safe for the tenants. 

“Nor are we trying to evict peo-

ple,” he added.
But many families have left be-

cause they could not pay rent in-
creases levied in April and again in 
September.

“Children are dropping out of 
school, families are disappearing 
and no one knows where they’ve 
gone,” Foster said. “We have an ob-
ligation to fight for our tenants.”

“I know at least five families in 
two buildings who have left,” Susan 
Martin, a tenant, says. “Some just 

couldn’t afford the new rents and 
just left.”

The rent increases were limited 
to 3.2 percent by the city’s rent 
board early this year and to 2.9 per-
cent since, based on the Bay Area 
Consumer Price Index. Woodland 
Park’s rent increases have been 
greater than those allowed by the 
city’s rent board. That’s why the 
city and Woodland Park have been 
in court.

Some tenants also are fighting 
the increases. The Stanford Com-
munity Law Clinic in East Palo 
Alto represents 136 tenants who 
have filed petitions with the city’s 
rent board protesting their most re-
cent rent hikes. Those cases will be 
heard together by the rent board in 
November.

In addition, 18 other tenants had 
filed petitions earlier this year and 
won their cases before the rent 
board, although those cases still 
may be appealed by Woodland 
Park to San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court.

The situation between Woodland 
Park and the city is ugly. 

Woodland Park issues statements 
that it wants to negotiate with the 
city, not fight in court. But Foster 
said Woodland Park refuses to talk 
about the rent increases.

“We are willing to talk about any 
subject,” Shore counters.

The two sides haven’t talked di-
rectly since late September.

“When all is said and done, we 
will lose the low-income housing in 
this city,” Foster said. 

Senior Staff Writer Don Ka-
zak can be e-mailed at dkazak@
paweekly.com.
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“We have an 
obligation to fight for 
our tenants.”

–Mayor Pat Foster
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RCFE # 435294227

Am I going to outlive my money?
A Free Discussion of Financial Planning and Options for Seniors

Wednesday, November 5th

5:30pm - 7:00pm

As we watch the stock markets swoon, and the economy slowed by the drag of the mortgage crisis, one of the 
casualties is long-term retirement savings. As we are living longer and health care and living expenses climb, 
retirees and those close to retirement are increasingly concerned about whether their retirement savings are 
sufficient, or will they outlive their money?

Please join financial experts, Jeff Chow of Morgan Stanley and Andy Block of OPES Advisors as they discuss the 
state of retirement for most Americans, and explain some of the strategies that they use to help their clients make 
the most of their assets and investments.

This free seminar is hosted by Chris Iverson of Keller Williams Realty, who will also give a brief overview of the 
housing market in Palo Alto and the surrounding communities.

You are invited to an informative presentation at

A premier senior living community for active independent seniors
offering upscale amenities, services and nearby conveniences!

Please RSVP for this event by calling 650-326-1108

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

650-326-1108

Assited Living and Memory Care

Sunrise of Palo Alto

Stanford Dermatology Clinic 
Now Offers Extended Hours!

Stanford Dermatology Clinic Provides State-of-the-Art
Care and Management for the Common to Complex
Problems of Adult Skin.

We offer a full range of medical and surgical dermatology services
including Mohs Micrographic Surgery.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic hours are designed to fit your schedule.

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday
through Friday 

Extended clinic hours:
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Wednesdays

8:00 am - Noon on Saturdays.

A physician is on call 24 hours 
a day.

For more information, or to make
a dermatology appointment 

Call: 650-723-6316.
Stanford Dermatology Clinic
900 Blake Wilbur Drive, W0001
Stanford, CA 94305

www.stanfordhospital.com

Upfront

member, said his favorite part about 
the project is seeing how the current 
team improves upon the previous 
year’s work.

“I think the students really look 
at this as a build(ing) project,” as 
opposed to solely a robotics project, 
Belani said of the mansion. “The 
fact that it’s for the community is 
the purpose behind the project.”

The Robotics Team also con-
tributed to a room inside the main 
haunted house, the “Human Food 
Factory.” The room features people 
trapped in chain-bound crates and 
dismembered heads sitting on a con-
veyor belt. Creator and parent David 
Scheiman insists the haunted house 
is “not necessarily gross, but a lot 
of startle.”

Scheiman, who wanted to work 
for Disney as a young boy, started 
Scaremeadow when his son was in 
third grade. He met with Hall, and 
seven other PTA parents, in Febru-
ary to begin discussing the floor 
plan for Scaremeadow.

Both he and Hall take two weeks 
off from work each year to make 
sure every ghost and ghoul is in its 
proper place.

“This is my Disneyland,” Schei-
man said. “It takes a lot of time, but 
it’s pretty magical when we open 
those doors.”

He said having the Robotics Team 
add their talents to the project brings 
a whole new dimension to the haunt-
ed house that was not there before.

“This is one of the few times, 
maybe the only time, this group 
gets to show off their talents to the 
public,” Scheiman said.

Sponsored by the Fairmeadow 
PTA, the haunted house is a vol-
unteer effort. Local companies 
also participate, such as Palo Alto 
Hardware, which donated more than 
10,000 square feet of black plastic 
wrap and 4,000 yards of duct tape.

Fairmeadow PTA parent Len 
Filppu has taken his two children, 
8-year-old Arthur and 5-year-old 
Dori, to see the haunted house in 
the past. 

“It’s a very sophisticated volun-
teer haunted house, and it’s become 
somewhat of an institution for Palo 
Alto residents,” said Filppu, who de-
cided to participate this year as the 
promotions chair.

A silent auction will be held dur-
ing Scaremeadow, and the winner 
will be able to display the Robot-
ics Team haunted mansion on their 
front lawn Halloween night.

Scaremeadow will be held at 500 
East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto, and 
open Friday, Oct. 24, from 6 to 9 
p.m.; and Saturday, Oct. 25, from 1 
to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m.

Admission is $5; cash only. 
Editorial Intern Susan Rob-

les can be e-mailed at srobles@
paweekly.com. 

Scaremeadow
(continued from page 3)

For the third year in a row, members of the Gunn High School Robotics 
Team are creating a Halloween treat for Fairmeadow Elementary School.

Rachel Palm
er 
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

WOULD ALL THE REAL  
BUSINESSES PLEASE STAND 
UP? With the nation stagger-
ing toward a possible depres-
sion, the prospect of new 
taxes probably seems about 
as enticing to business leaders 
as a bad case of indigestion. 
But that doesn’t necessarily 
mean that the City of Palo Alto 
is looking to ditch its plan to in-
stitute a “business license tax” 
any time soon. According to Di-
rector of Administrative Servic-
es Lalo Perez, city officials are 
still working with consultants 
on a plan to institute the tax. 
But first, they must determine 
how many businesses Palo Alto 
has, a process that’s about as 
simple as counting rain drops 
in a puddle. Perez, who gave 
a brief presentation on the tax 
proposal to the Government 
Action Committee of the city’s 
Chamber of Commerce this 
week, pegged the number of 
businesses in the city at about 
21,000. The number jolted a 
few people present, including 
Board of Directors member 
Lee Wieder, who noted that the 
number of businesses stood 
at about 13,000 by last count. 
Even Perez said he was a little 
shocked by the high figure, 
which he said the city arrived at 
through seven or eight different 
data sets. Officials are still sift-
ing through the data and trying 
to identify duplicates, nonprof-
its, home-based businesses 
and tax-exempt businesses. 
“When we saw the numbers, 
they staggered us,” Perez told 
the committee. He noted that 
the city expects to get more 
information from its consultants 
by the middle of December. 
Once that’s done, the city could 
start thinking about the details 
of the new taxes.

ORANGE MARKS THE SPOT 
... Jack-o’-lanterns won’t be 
the only orange items displayed 
around California Avenue this 
Halloween. Area merchants 
will continue their 14-year-old 
tradition of inviting Trick-or-
Treaters to stop by for their fill 
of candy between noon and 4 
p.m. Participating stores will be 
branded with orange fliers. The 
event is aimed for children 10 
and younger, though visitors of 
all ages are welcome. “All they 

have to do is bring their bags or 
their baskets and have fun,” said 
Ronna Devincenzi, president 
of the California Avenue Area 
Development Association. She 
said 44 stores have signed on to 
participate so far.

THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN ... 
If city departments were graded 
like students, at least four would 
graduate with high honors. City 
officials announced this week 
that Palo Alto was one of four 
cities in the state, and one of 14 
nationwide, to receive a Voice 
of the People Award for excel-
lent government services. The 
awards, issued annually by the 
National Research Council, are 
based on surveys of residents 
in each municipality. This year, 
Palo Alto took awards for excel-
lence in fire services, emergency 
medical services, recreational 
services/parks and garbage 
collection. The surveys indicate 
that Palo Alto is in the 90th-plus 
percentile in each of these cat-
egories compared with other 
sampled jurisdictions. The city’s 
park services are in the 99th 
percentile, with 90 percent of 
the sampled residents ranking 
them as “good” or “excellent.” 

OH OFFICER, WHERE ART 
THOU? ... If Palo Alto residents 
have a hard time finding police 
officers this week, it won’t be 
because the department is on 
vacation. Rather, the depart-
ment is undergoing routine 
maintenance around its front 
desk area. The area will be 
cleaned and painted and a few 
new cubicles will be installed, 
police Agent Dan Ryan said. 
There will be reduced staffing in 
the department’s lobby during 
regular business hours, but the 
public is asked to use the Forest 
Avenue entrance. Handicapped 
access will still be available from 
the City Hall entrance on Ham-
ilton Avenue. Residents enam-
ored with the department’s lav-
ish collection of vintage shoulder 
patches and officer photos 
need not worry. Ryan noted that 
these items will continue to be 
displayed after the makeover is 
complete. “This will not affect 
our current layout,” he said. The 
maintenance project is expected 
to be completed between Oct. 
24 and Oct. 29. 

At the risk of sounding corny,  
people have been hungry for this.

—Debra Satz, associate professor of philosophy, 
Stanford University, on the avid interest shown on 
ethical food choices. See story on page 24.

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
 
A public hearing is called and will be held in the chambers of the Board of Directors at 5700 
Almaden Expressway, Headquarters Building, San Jose, California, on October 28, 2008, at 
9:40 a.m. concerning the following: 
 
 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR INCREASE IN COMPENSATION OF 

DIRECTORS OF SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 2, DIVISION 10, CALIFORNIA 
WATER CODE AND FOR PUBLIC HEARING THEREON 

 
 
The Board of Directors of Santa Clara Valley Water District does ORDAIN as follows: 
 
FIRST:  This ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 2, Division 10, Section 20200, and 
following of the California Water Code. 
 
SECOND:  For each calendar year following the effective date of this ordinance, the current 
compensation of two hundred thirty-six dollars and thirty-nine cents ($236.39) per day provided 
to each District Board member for each day’s attendance at Board meetings, or for each day’s 
service rendered as a member of the Board by request of the Board, is increased by an amount 
equal to ten (10) percent, for a total of two hundred sixty dollars and three cents ($260.03), 
commencing on January 1, 2009.   
 
The increase is in accordance with the California Water Code Section 20202 which authorizes 
the Board to increase compensation up to five (5) percent for each calendar year following the 
last increase adopted by ordinance. The last increase adopted by Ordinance 06-02 for calendar 
year 2007 represented an amount equal to five (5) percent over the 2006 compensation. 
 
THIRD:  This ordinance shall not be deemed to authorize compensation for more than a total of 
ten (10) days in any calendar month. 
 
FOURTH:  This ordinance shall become effective not less than 60 days from the date of its final 
passage, which final passage must follow a public hearing thereon. 
 
At the public hearing all persons may appear and be heard. 
 
Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate persons with disabilities wishing to attend this
public hearing. For additional information on attending this hearing including requesting
accommodations for disabilities or interpreter assistance, please contact the Office of the Clerk
of the Board at (408) 265-2607, Ext. 2277, at least three days prior to the hearing. 
 

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily
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Upfront

launching an advertising campaign 
to encourage residents to report 
suspicious activities, streamlining 
the process of reporting burned out 
street lamps and using bait cars to 
lure robbers into police traps.

Karen White, president of the 
Duveneck/St. Francis Neighbor-
hood Association, said she has been 
getting calls from anxious area resi-
dents since the string of robberies 
began.

“The daytime robbery on Univer-
sity Avenue was particularly chill-
ing,” White said, referring to the 
Oct. 13 incident in which a victim 
was struck with a bat from behind 
and had his money stolen. “Some 
people were afraid to leave their 
homes.”

Other neighborhood leaders ex-
pressed similar sentiments. Annette 
Ashton, who chairs the Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods Emergency Prepa-
ration Committee, said people have 
been scared by the recent robberies. 
And Ray Bacchetti, who is active in 
Palo Altans for Government Effec-
tiveness (PAGE), a local organiza-
tion that promotes civic engagement 
in the city, said he has heard similar 
comments from some of his neigh-
bors at the Channing House.

“We’re a community of older 
people and, from the chatter I hear, 
people are more fearful than they 

used to be about going out at night,” 
he said.

On Wednesday, police officers 
tried to assuage the community’s jit-
ters by discussing the department’s 
efforts and offering crime-preven-
tion tips to those in attendance. 
Residents were urged to lock their 
house and car doors, keep a record 
of serial numbers of their valuable 
possessions and, when walking on 
city streets, to do so against traffic.

The most often-repeated tip, 
however, was to immediately report 
suspicious activities in their areas. 
And while this bit of advice may 
sound like common sense, officers 
recounted numerous cases in which 
incidents weren’t reported until days 
after they occurred, or not reported 
at all.

In some respects, then, the recent 
wave could have the unintended 
effect of strengthening the line of 
communication between police and 
the general public. Police Capt. Bob 
Beacom, who led Wednesday’s com-
munity meeting, said there’s been a 
noticeable increase in tip calls from 
city residents since the robberies 
started occurring. And Susie Ord, 
the department’s community ser-
vice officer, said crime waves like 
the current one have a way of shak-
ing people out of complacency.

“People here have always been 
well aware of what’s happening,” 
Beacom said. “It sounds cliché, 
but they are our eyes and ears. And 
when they sense in their gut that 

something’s wrong, it usually is.”
Still, some community relations 

work apparently remains to be one. 
Earlier this week, Duveneck resi-
dents were alerted on a neighbor-
hood e-mail list about at least one 
“suspicious character” lurking on 
the streets. In one case, the stranger 
reportedly identified himself as 
a contractor, in another case the 
“character” claimed to be canvass-
ing for the Democratic Party.

Residents quickly circulated 
messages about these cases in 
which they described the lurkers 
and warned each other to be on the 
lookout. Before long, other neigh-
bors chimed in with descriptions of 
similar incidents.

The quick flow of information 
supported Ord’s observation that 
crime can bring communities 
closer together. The neighbors 
displayed vigilance, quick think-
ing and concern for their area. The 
only thing they failed to do was 
call the police. 

Palo Alto police are offering a 
$2,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction 
of any person responsible for the 
street robberies. Police Chief Lynne 
Johnson and City Manager Jim 
Keene will hold a town hall meeting 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 30 in the City Council 
Chambers, 250 Hamilton Ave.

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
gmail.com.

Robberies
(continued from page 3)

New policy aims to keep kids  
in neighborhood schools

Board of Education to consider school sizes Tuesday
by Megan Rawlins

EDUCATION

W ith new housing develop-
ments continuing to rise 
in Palo Alto — and with 

them concerns among parents about 
school overcrowding — the Board 
of Education is expected to present 
a revised policy on school-enroll-
ment sizes next Tuesday. 

In 2006, the school board created 
policy guidelines for enrollment: El-
ementary schools had a soft cap set 
at 450 students, allowing the board 
to grant exceptions up to 520 stu-
dents. Middle schools were capped 
at 950 students and high schools at 
1,950.

Now, only two years later, one-
third of the elementary schools have 
topped that 450 student threshold. 
And both JLS and Jordan middle 
schools are teetering on the brink 
of 950.

There have been increases in en-
rollment almost across the board in 
Palo Alto schools from Fairmeadow 
and Walter Hays to Jordan and Palo 
Alto High School, according to the 
school district. 

Ohlone Elementary School has 
grown beyond the targeted range of 
300-450 students, and Escondido 
Elementary’s population now sur-
passes the hard cap of 520 students, 
beyond which the school board can’t 
officially grant further exceptions. 

“We have had some growth in 
housing and some people moving to 

Palo Alto because of the schools,” 
Kevin Skelly, Palo Alto Unified 
School District superintendent, said. 
“As enrollment continues to grow 
we haven’t been able to enforce 
those caps.”

This year’s total enrollment for 
the district, at 11,329 students, is 
lower than some projections but still 
an increase of 273 over last year.

Tuesday’s school board discus-
sion follows a presentation earlier 
this month, at which staff outlined 
an updated policy that focuses much 
more on the qualitative aspects of 
school size than hard and fast num-
bers.

The proposed policy “places a 
high priority on having students at-
tend their neighborhood schools,” if 
at all possible, or — failing that — 
a nearby school “in their cluster of 
geographic area.”

Ideally, children would attend 
neighborhood schools with small 
classes within safe walking distance 
from home. But overcrowding has 
sent some students into schools 
outside of their neighborhood. This 
school year, 3.4 percent of the 5,175 
elementary school students are af-
fected by the overflow problem, or 
nearly 175 kindergarten through 
fifth-grade students.

“I don’t think there is an ideal 
size for a school,” Skelly said. “I’m 
not convinced that school size is 

the biggest determinant of perfor-
mance. It’s more about capturing the 
values we want in the schools. The 
proposed policy captures the values 
the board places around personal-
ized education.”

“School size,” the policy reads, 
“should be determined by multiple 
criteria, some of which include play 
space, school acreage, and school 
boundaries not easily adjusted be-
cause of natural neighborhood divi-
sions.”

This implies a more organic 
growth of schools, based on edu-
cational values and physical space 
rather than numerical targets, Skelly 
said.

Comments on Town Square, the 
Palo Alto Weekly’s online forum, 
express a high degree of frustration 
about the overflowing problem, with 
some parents complaining that they 
have young children attending dif-
ferent elementary schools.

“Things have gotten so bad that 
the school secretaries are scared to 
give parents any expectation of when 
they can be placed in their neigh-
borhood school,” said one frustrated 
parent. “We moved to Palo Alto this 
year, and our child has been over-
flowed to a school across town. ... 
There’s little chance we’ll get in this 
year, and I’m doubtful we’ll get in 

(continued on page 13)

VOTER RESOURCES ONLINE AND  
ON CABLE TV FOR LOCAL AND 

STATE ELECTIONS

See videos of

LWV Palo Alto LWV South San Mateo County
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able to post their thoughts and vote 
on these issues. 

Posters will be required to submit 
their names and e-mail addresses 
to the site, though they will have 
the option of posting anonymously. 
Each poster will only be able to post 
once per topic to prevent the sort of 
heated exchanges that often domi-
nate the blogosphere. Council mem-
bers will not be allowed to post.

Kitchen Democracy enabled post-
ers to vote “Yes” or “No” on each 
item. Peak Democracy adds “Neu-
tral” and “Maybe” to the menu of 
options.

Patricia Kernighan, who sits 
on Oakland’s City Council, used 
Kitchen Democracy to determine 
whether the residents in her district 
supported a Fatburger restaurant 
opening in town. She received near-
ly 400 responses to her posting, with 
opponents of the proposal narrowly 
edging out the supporters.

Kernighan said she was pleased 
with the heavy turnout because it 
helped her measure the sentiment 

among her constituents. She noted, 
however, that most of the issues she 
and the council deal with are too 
complex to lend themselves to a 
“Yes or No” format. 

Ultimately, she said, she could not 
justify spending the city’s money to 
continue using the site.

“The site is trying to create some-
thing that would help decision mak-
ers and bring out the average people, 
the silent majority,” Kernighan said. 
“It’s a great goal, but I kept trying to 
find other situations to use the site, 
and I found that many of the choices 
before me weren’t appropriate for 
this forum.”

Robert Vogel, who co-founded 
Kitchen Democracy and Peak De-
mocracy, said this system of semi-
anonymity and posting restrictions 
has so far been effective in deterring 
ill-behaved users.

“When a person writes a state-
ment, they may choose to withhold 
their names, but they’re known to 
Peak Democracy,” Vogel said. “We 
know who they are and that in itself 
has proven to be effective.”

Most of the hundreds of postings 
on the two sites appear to be both 
civil and sincere, though on rare oc-

casions a poster’s passion trumps 
his or her manners. When Oakland 
residents, for instance, were asked 
on Kitchen Democracy whether the 
Oakland community should work 
with the Guardian Angels to help 
deter crime, one poster referred to 
the Angels as “paramilitary crazies” 
while another one described them as 
“photo-op hacks” (not surprisingly, 
both were anonymous).

But, as Vogel noted, the overall 
level of discourse had turned out to 
be much higher than he envisioned 
when he launched his two sites.

“It has surpassed our wildest 
dreams,” Vogel added. “Of course, 
people get excited and have heated 
discussions, but we almost never 
have problems.” 

The Palo Alto City Council, for its 
part, expects a few posters to take 
liberties with their semi-anonymity 
and to push the bounds of proper 
behavior. Mayor Larry Klein and 
Councilman Jack Morton echoed 
Schmid’s concerns about a few 
hooligans monopolizing the site, 
but noted that the relatively low 
cost ($6,200 for the six-month trial 
period) and lack of long-term com-
mitment make Open City Hall a 
program worth supporting. 

But Espinosa noted that Palo Al-
tans who wish to post comments 
about local issues can already do 
so at the TownSquare Forum on the 
Weekly’s website. If city officials 
wish to set up a new forum, they 
should integrate it into the city’s 
website, which is in the process of 
being revamped, he said.

He also argued that the new fo-
rum may not be representative of 
the city’s population and may set 
up false expectations about council 
responses.

“I agree that this would provide 
a very visible platform for the 
squeaky wheels, but I’m not sure 
it would enlighten us across Palo 
Altans’ opinions and perspectives,” 
Espinosa said.

Better ways to foster civic engage-
ment, he said, include encouraging 
residents to get involved in neigh-
borhood councils, participate in di-
saster-preparedness work and elect 
block captains to promote street 
safety.

But most council members agreed 
that while the on-line system isn’t 
perfect, it’s a positive step in the 
city’s effort to promote civic engage-
ment, which Palo Alto made one of 
its four priorities for this year. And 
they expressed confidence that any 
wrinkles that the city may encoun-
ter during its learning process with 
Open City Hall could ultimately be 
smoothed out. Councilman Patrick 
Burt argued against the notion that 
just because the new program isn’t 
perfect, it shouldn’t be pursued. 
Klein agreed.

“There’s certainly concerns, but it’s 
worth taking a risk,” Klein said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Craigslist scam ends in shootings
A 32-year-old man was found suffering from gunshot wounds 

in an apartment complex parking lot at 1928 Cooley Ave. in East 
Palo Alto, Detective David Carson said.

The man, who lives in the complex, had been taking out his 
trash when he heard gunshots. He then realized he had been shot 
but did not see the shooter, Carson said. 

When the man was transported to Stanford Hospital for his 
injuries, police found another victim who had been shot at the 
same location. Neither victim’s injuries were life-threatening and 
both were in stable condition. 

Investigators discovered that the second victim, a 21-year-old 
man, had driven from his home in Stockton to buy a car he had 
seen advertised on Craigslist, Carson said.

He had been in contact by phone and e-mail with the people 
who were allegedly selling the car, Carson said. The sellers knew 
the man was driving to East Palo Alto Wednesday with the intent 
to buy the car, and when he arrived the “sellers” took the man’s 
cash at gunpoint and shot him.

“It was basically a setup,” said Carson, adding that he has leads 
in the case and expects to find the suspects.

“It’s quite solvable,” he said, adding that the man who was shot 
while taking out his trash appears to have simply been in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.

Carson said Wednesday’s shootings were not connected and 
the proximity of the shootings is a coincidence. He added that 
while East Palo Alto has occasional bouts of criminal activity, 
two shootings in one day is unusual. 

“We have our flare-ups, where things go sideways, but as a 
norm it is unusual for this to happen,” Carson said.

In an unrelated incident, another shooting occurred in the 
Cooley area sometime before 3:20 p.m., when police were called 
to Stanford Hospital after a 22-year-old man arrived at the emer-
gency room suffering from multiple gunshot wounds, Carson 
said.

The man was in stable condition and lucid enough to tell hospi-
tal staff his name and that he lives in Redwood City, but details 
about the shooting were unclear, Carson said.

The man told police he was in his car in the area of Cooley 
and Scofield avenues when a car containing two or three people 
pulled up behind him, then drove up along his driver’s side and 
fired several rounds into his vehicle.

“We need his cooperation to find out exactly what [happened],” 
Carson said. “His information was vague at best.”

Anyone with information about the shootings is asked to contact 
Detective Carson at 650-521-3505, East Palo Alto police dispatch 
at 650-321-1112 or the police tip line at 650-853-8477. 

— Don Kazak

Property company builds illegal alley gates
Woodland Park Management, which owns 1,750 apartments 

in East Palo Alto, has been issued a “cease and desist” order by 
the Menlo Park Fire Protection District for building gates on two 
public alleys near its properties.

The gates have since been removed.
The two alleys are located behind Manhattan Avenue and be-

hind Woodland Avenue, west of U.S. Highway 101.
The stop-work order was issued last week, Fire Inspector John 

Johnston said. 
“They built the gates without permits,” Fire Chief Harold 

Schapelhouman said. “The work was illegal.”
Additionally, Schapelhouman said that the gates were too nar-

row, meaning the district’s trucks and engines were blocked from 
entering the two alleys. “We’ve had problems with alley access 
before,” Schapelhouman said, including parked cars blocking the 
right-of-way.

Woodland Park has submitted new plans to build the gates on the 
two alleys, Johnston said. He added that the city and the property 
company “are working out” who owns the alley rights-of-way.

Mayor Pat Foster said that Woodland Park filed two lawsuits 
against the city on Monday, trying to gain ownership of the two 
alleys, which are public property. 

“This is public property but they feel they can do what they 
want to do,” Foster said.

Woodland Park Management officials could not be reached for 
comment. 

—Don Kazak

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

City website
(continued from page 3)

Corrections
The Oct. 10 Around Town column 
misidentified the director of the 
movie “Immaculate Confession.” 
Her name is Simone Grudzen, the 
daughter of the nun featured in the 
film. To request a correction, con-
tact Managing Editor Jocelyn Dong 
at 650-326-8210, jdong@paweekly.
com or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto, 
CA 94302.
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S tanford University’s $2.5 bil-
lion dual hospital-replace-
ment projects are anything 

but twins, design concepts unveiled 
this week reveal.

Architects and Stanford officials 
Monday disclosed a massive main-
hospital building complex featuring 
four large square structures — called 
patient-care “pavilions” — rising 
above a three-level structure, plus 
another pavilion off one corner. All 
would be connected by walkways. 

Designs for a separate Lucile Pack-
ard Children’s Hospital — disclosed 
last month — reveal a design with 
sweeping curves and circular elements. 
The Children’s Hospital would be con-
structed along Welch Road, a short dis-
tance east of the main hospital. 

What the two hospitals have in 
common, officials and architects 
emphasized, is an overriding com-
mitment to creating the best possible 
environment for both patients and 
staff. They would also incorporate 
operational efficiencies, earth-
quake-safe structures, flexibility to 
anticipate new technology and prac-
tices, “green” design elements and 
outstanding designs to reflect the 
next half century of patient care.  

The combined costs of the hospi-
tals is estimated at about $2.5 bil-
lion, with $1 billion for Children’s 
and $1.5 billion for the main com-
plex. But those are subject to change 
as designs move forward and costs of 
materials change, officials caution. 

The new plans for the main hos-
pital feature three lower levels sur-
rounding a dramatic fan-shaped 
cascading waterfall, the core of the 
“soothing” feeling architects say 
they have been striving to create 
throughout the building.

Each pavilion would be square 
and rise either six or seven stories 
to a maximum height of 130 feet. 
The new pavilions replace an earlier 
conceptual design showing three 
rounded patient-care “towers,” also 
about 130 feet high. 

Much of the existing medical 
center, designed by Edward Durell 
Stone and opened in the late 1950s, 

would remain for the immediate 
future. In the longer term, officials 
said, additional pavilions could be 
added to the new main hospital to 
replace the old buildings.

About 120 community leaders 
were given their first glimpse of ar-
chitectural designs for the massive 
rebuilding and expansion of Stan-
ford University’s hospitals and med-
ical center Monday. On Tuesday, 
officials continued informational-
outreach meetings to neighborhood 
groups in Palo Alto. 

“I’m a real believer in treating the 
whole person,” Martha Marsh, pres-
ident and CEO of Stanford Hospital 
and Clinics, said of the underlying 
design concepts, which architects 
repeatedly called “soothing.” She 
hosted the Monday reception at the 
Garden Court Hotel in downtown 
Palo Alto, along with Christopher 
Dawes, president and CEO of the 
Children’s Hospital.

Architects for both the main hos-
pital and a new Children’s Hospital 
took questions from the audience, 
including numerous city officials 
and community leaders.

The Children’s Hospital design is 
being done by William Pedersen of 

Upfront

Thurs., November 6, 6:30pm · RSVP 650.854.4545

respect

Fresh news delivered daily

Hospital designs differ, with a common purpose
Stanford Hospital and Clinics plans unveiled this week, 

showing sharp contrast to Children’s Hospital 
by Jay Thorwaldson

PATIOS & GRILLS
Outdoor FurnishingsGRAND 

OPENING!

SALE*

Patios & Grills1180 KERN AVE, SUNNYVALE
94085 CROSS STREET LAWRENCE

408-245-2900
WWW.PATIOSANDGRILLS.COM

OPEN DAILY

STANFORD HOSPITAL

CHILDREN‘S HOSPITAL

NEW HOSPITAL

EXISTING HOSPITAL/MEDICAL CENTER

Welch Road
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An aerial rendering depicts the five massive structures that compose a majority of the planned expansion of 
Stanford Hospital. 

(continued on page 14)

Stanford, city host community meetings 
on redevelopment.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Rendering courtesy Stanford H
ospital
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Police mount efforts to stop street robberies
Saying that “catching these guys is our number one priority,” Palo 

Alto Police Chief Lynne Johnson said late Thursday afternoon that the 
department has taken steps to stop a rash of strong-arm street robberies 
that have occurred since early September. (Posted Oct. 17 at 9:27 a.m.)

VTA has highest ridership in its history
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority announced Friday 

that this September had the highest average weekday ridership in the 
agency’s history. (Posted Oct. 17 at 11:09 a.m.)

Deputy chief catches purse-snatch suspect
A woman walking home from her downtown Palo Alto job Thursday 

night was accosted by a man on a BMX-style bicycle who first tried 
to talk with her and then grabbed her blouse, snatched her purse and 
pedaled away. But a suspect was chased down by Deputy Police Chief 
Dennis Burns, a former sprinter. (Posted Oct. 17 at 2:02 p.m.)

Mountain lion alert issued in Portola Valley
The carcass of a partially consumed deer found in the front yard 

of a Portola Valley home Saturday morning prompted the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office to issue a warning to residents in light of 
recent mountain lion sightings, a police sergeant said. (Posted Oct. 19 
at 4:43 p.m.)

EPA youth stabbed Saturday in Redwood City
Redwood City police are seeking suspects in connection with the 

Saturday night stabbing of an East Palo Alto male juvenile victim, 
police said. (Posted Oct. 20 at 8:47 a.m.)

SLAC by any other name is still SLAC
The Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC) has gotten a new 

name, Stanford officials have announced, which will sound familiar. 
(Posted Oct. 20 at 10:11 a.m.)

County voters to consider hospital bond measure
Santa Clara County voters on Nov. 4 will decide whether to autho-

rize the issuance of general obligation bonds to upgrade the Santa 
Clara Valley Medical Center and make it seismically sound. (Posted 
Oct. 20 at 3:25 p.m.)

Times changed, Mervyns didn’t, founder says
Mervyns founder Merv Morris of Atherton Monday expressed 

“great sadness for the several thousand employees” impacted by the 
final closure of Mervyns chain of department stores — along with 
gratitude “for all the good” that came of the stores. (Posted Oct. 21 at 
12:16 a.m.)

Palo Alto Council talks of trash and rights
For the first time in more than 50 years, Palo Alto will have a new 

trash collector effective July 1, 2009: The City Council Monday ap-
proved an eight-year contract with Green Waste Recovery, Inc. (Posted 
Oct. 21 at 3:56 a.m.)

Despite Caltrain-area crimes, robberies down
Despite concern about a recent wave of street robberies, the over-

all number of 2008 robberies is likely to be the second-lowest in six 
years, the Palo Alto City Council learned Monday night. (Posted Oct. 
21 at 4:05 a.m.)

Mountain View book club to nominate ‘Top Ten’
The Mountain View High School Book Club is one of two teen 

reading groups in the Bay Area selected by the Young Adult Library 
Services Association to participate in the nomination of books for the 
group’s annual “Teens Top Ten” reading list. (Posted Oct. 21 at 8:57 a.m.)

South Palo Alto blaze sparked by soldering iron
A homeowner doing his own remodeling touched off a fire at 9:17 

a.m. Tuesday when he was using a soldering iron that ignited flooring 
insulation. (Posted Oct. 21 at 11:12 a.m.)

Families hoping to join district hit setback
Despite the Palo Alto school board’s resolution last week to reject 

a petition by 18 families to transfer into the district, the families are 
vowing to fight on. (Posted Oct. 21 at 12:19 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

Don’t miss these other exciting author events!
Book Club Mixer

Monday, November 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Meet some of your favorite local authors. 
Including advance reader copies, gift bags, 
refreshments and discounts! 

Therese Poletti
Art Deco San Francisco: The Architecture of 
Timothy Pfl ueger
Wednesday, November 5, 7:30 p.m.
Pfl ueger was one of the city’s most prolifi c architects 
during his 40-year career. Therese Poletti tells the 
fascinating story of Pfl ueger’s life and work.

GO-GREEN: Laura Stec & 
Dr. Eugene Cordero
Cool Cuisine – Taking the Bite Out of 
Global Warming  
Thursday, November 6, 7:30 p.m. 
Reports on innovative science, 
business, and savory solutions to the 
Global Warming Diet.

Amitav Ghosh
Sea of Poppies: A Novel
Monday, November 10, 7:30 p.m.
From one of the world’s fi nest novelists—a 
vibrant saga of a tumultuous voyage across 
the Indian Ocean to fi ght China’s vicious 
19th-century Opium Wars.

Katherine Neville
The Fire: A Novel 
Tuesday, November 11, 7:30 p.m.
An unforgettable story of peril, action, and 
intrigue from the author of the ground-
breaking novel, The Eight.

H.W. Brands
Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life 
and Radical Presidency of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt  
Wednesday, November 12, 7:30 p.m.
Brilliantly captures the qualities that have 
made FDR a beloved fi gure to millions of 
Americans.

Project Runway Finalist: 
Daniel Vosovic
Fashion Inside Out: 
Daniel V’s Guide to 
How Style Happens 
from Inspiration to 
Runway and Beyond  
Friday, November 7, 7:30 p.m.
Combines practical information on fashion design with 
an intimate look at the fashion scene today.

Learn more at Keplers.com 

Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

Wendy Northcutt 
The Darwin Awards Next Evolution: 
Chlorinating the Gene Pool  
Thursday, November 13, 7:00 p.m.
The human race’s most popular humor 
series returns with a new collection of 
macabre mishaps and misadventures.

Peter Yarrow
Sleepytime Songs 
and Favorite 
Folk Songs
Monday, November 17, 
6:00 p.m. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to 
meet and sing with the marvel-
ous Peter Yarrow in his only Bay 
Area appearance.

KEPLER’S FEATURED AUTHORS IN NOVEMBER

Hometown Peninsula presents 
Stacy Mitchell   
Bigbox Swindle: The True Cost of 
Mega-Retailers and the Fight for 
America’s Independent Businesses 
Sunday, November 16, 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Universalist Unitarian Fellowship, 
2124 Brewster Ave., Redwood City
An expert’s in-depth exploration of the enormous impact of mega-
retailers—and what communities and independent businesses can do. 
More info at www.HometownPeninsula.org.

Gardening: R.J. Ruppenthal   
Fresh Food from Small Spaces: 
The Square Inch Gardener’s Guide 
to Year-Round Growing, Fermenting 
and Sprouting  
Thursday, November 20,  7:30 p.m. 
A passionate manifesto as 
well as a practical primer for 
urban food production.

Karan Mahajan
Family Planning: A Novel 
Wednesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m. 
Stanford graduate’s brilliant, wickedly 
funny debut, is the most original portrait 
of contemporary India to be published 
in years.

Dr. Irene Pepperberg 
Alex & Me: How a Scientist and a Parrot 
Uncovered a Hidden World of Animal Intelligence 
– and Formed a Deep Bond in the Process  
Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.
Dr. Pepperberg and Alex revolutionized the notions 
of how birds think and communicate.  This is an 
unforgettable look at a 30-year shared adventure.

November 2nd 
– Election Story Time 

Kepler’s Story Time every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.

Special Family Events
Book Signing with 
M.T. Anderson
The Astonishing Life of Octavian 
Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Vol. 2

Monday, November 3, 6:00 p.m.
Highly acclaimed National Book Award 
winner.

Francisco Jimenez
Reaching Out

Friday, November 14, 7:00 p.m.

Location: Menlo Park Library, 
800 Alma Street
From child migrant worker to university 
professor: the power of education.

Paul Feig
Ignatius MacFarland: Frequenaut!

Sunday, November 16, 5:00 p.m.
Debut novel by the creator of the 
beloved cult TV show “Freaks and 
Geeks” is part comedy,  part science 
fi ction, and part fantasy.

November 30th 

–  Story Time with 
Oliver Chin, 
Jeff Root and 
Scott Runcorn 

  Welcome to Monster Isle 
The Woollyhoodwinks vs. The 
Dark Patch  

November 9th 
– Donut Story Time

November 16th 
–  Story Time with 

Todd Parr

November 23rd 
–  Story Time with Mark Reibstein 

Wabi Sabi

All events are free at Kepler’s unless otherwise noted.
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Upfront

G ood spirits are flowing in 
Crescent Park.

Every fall for the past sev-
en years, a giant plastic hose has 
snaked over backyard fences, carry-
ing purple liquid through windows 
and into basements.

This autumn has been no differ-
ent.

Wine, the precious fluid flowing 
into basement barrels, has brought 
neighbors in the Crescent Park 
neighborhood together since 2001, 
when the Forest Avenue Wine Co-
op was started.

Back then, three neighbors found-
ed the group as a way to make use 
of the 4-acre harvest of Cabernet 
Sauvignon grapes on residents Mark 
Holler and Cindy Bickerstaff’s 25-
acre Napa property. Soon, the group 
grew to six families. Now it has 14 
members, according to Gary Bacon, 
a co-op founder.

Bacon was attracted to the wine 

co-op project primarily because of 
its neighborhood-building possi-
bilities, he said. A retired Los Altos 
High School teacher, Bacon has a 
history in community building — 
he started the high school’s Learn-
ing Community in 1972 for a student 
who wanted to help create a better 
world. He was also a member of the 
Briarpatch Co-op in Menlo Park.

Bacon describes the wine they 
make as akin to their neighborhood: 
“good, friendly and generous.”

Every October neighbors gather 
for a trip to the Mt. Veeder vineyard. 
Snipping clusters of the globular red 
fruit from vines, the neighbors gath-
er nearly a ton of grapes, loading the 
harvest into pickup trucks.

“The No. 1 priority is to taste the 
spirit of the grape. We work a half-
day to pick the grapes, then drink 
wine and have a picnic,” Bacon said.

Back in the neighborhood, family 
and friends help crush their harvest. 

The mashed fruit ferments in Holler’s 
garage, where neighbors take turns 
“punching down” the mix, stirring it 
for two weeks. Neighbors gather for 
the pressing, as the liquid that will 
become Cabernet Sauvignon wine is 
separated from its seeds and skins, 
pushed through the wine-press slats 
by a giant expanding bladder.

In two months’ time, the liquid 
will begin its journey from stainless-
steel holding cylinders through the 
plastic hose, coursing through yards 
and over fences into the basement 
barrels of one neighbor or another.

“It’s like a lifeline, and you can 
watch it flow from the fermentation 
cylinders into the oak barrels,” Ba-
con said.

Each year, Bacon and co-op 
member Tim Guilford take turns as 
keepers of the wine — 200 gallons 
in all — that will be shared among 

Neighborhoods
A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

MARSH MADNESS ... The Palo 
Alto Family YMCA and Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital will 
host the Second Annual Marsh 
Madness 10K/5K Run
and Walk. The dog-friendly 
event takes place at the Palo 
Alto Baylands Oct. 25. The 
event raises funds and pro-
motes community awareness 
to fight an increasing number of 
youth health problems, including 
poor nutrition, lack of physi-
cal activity, youth obesity, and 
adult-onset diabetes. The event 
begins at 8 a.m. with a 3K dog 

walk, followed by the 10K run 
at 8:20 a.m. The 5K Run/Walk 
starts at 8:25 a.m. The adult 
entry fee is $30, and for ages 17 
and under, the fee is $10. YMCA 
members receive a $5 discount. 
Entertainment, food and awards 
follow. Marsh Madness is a 
professionally timed event on a 
USA Track and Field (USATF)-
certified course. To register, visit 
www.marshmadnessrun.net. 

OF RABBIT EARS AND DIGITAL 
SIGNALS ... The City of Palo 
Alto and the Media Center will 
sponsor free workshops, Tran-
sitioning to Digital Television, 
on Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 from 6 

to 7 p.m. at the Media Center, 
900 San Antonio Road in Palo 
Alto. Participants will learn to 
compare the picture quality of 
an analog TV to a TV with a digi-
tal converter and learn how to 
connect a digital converter and 
program the remote. Call Dave 
at 650-494-8686 ext. 10 to re-
serve a seat.

Send announcements of neigh-
borhood events, meetings and 
news to Sue Dremann, Neigh-
borhoods editor, at sdremann@
paweekly.com. Or talk about your 
neighborhood news on Town 
Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.
com. 

AROUND 
THE BLOCK

Wine co-op is lifeblood of neighborhood
From harvest to bottling, residents find camaraderie in Cabernet

by Sue Dremann

Gary Bacon, cofounder of the Forest Avenue Wine Co-op, takes a barrel sample of the Mt. Veeder Cabernet 
Sauvignon.

THE GIRLS’ 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

180 North Rengstorff Avenue

Mountain View, CA 94043

(650) 968-8338 x115   

admissions@girlsms.org

www.girlsms.org

OPEN HOUSES Saturday, November 15, 1 pm

Thursday, December 11, 7 pm

Igniting the spark  
of knowledge and 
self-discovery.

HALLOWEEN PARTY
Saturday, October 25

3:00pm - 5:00pm
Center Pavilion

Join us for a spooktacular Halloween performance of 
“It’s Like, Halloween” presented by Guggenheim Entertainment 

and Stanford Shopping Center’s Simon Kidgits Club.

This 80’s style dance party performance will have you grooving 
to “We Got the Beat”, “Funky Town”, and much more.  

Activities Include:
Game Stations

Prize Giveaways

Mall-wide trick-or-treating will be held on 
Friday, October 31st from 5pm-7pm

(continued on page 13)

M
arjan Sadoughi
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Walt Hays 
Environmental Leader

Larry Klein 
Mayor

Jean McCown 
Former Mayor

Yoriko Kishimoto 
City Councilmember

Joe Simitian 
State Senator

Firoozeh Dumas 
Best-Selling Author

Join More Than 1,100 Palo Altans in Voting Yes on N
ORGANIZATIONS

American Association of University 
Women— Palo Alto Branch (AAUW)

California Library Association (CLA)

Chinese American Librarians  
Association (CALA)

Chinese Community  
Center of the Peninsula

Friends of the Palo Alto Library

Greenmeadow Community  
Association

League of Women Voters  
of Palo Alto

Palo Alto Art Center Foundation

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce

Palo Alto Library Foundation

Palo Alto Recreation Foundation

Palo Alto Stanford Heritage (PAST)

Palo Alto Weekly

Silicon Valley Association  
of REALTORS® Political  
Action Committee (SILVAR PAC)

Stanford University

Youth Community Service

LOCAL PTA’s & SCHOOL ORGS.

Palo Alto Council of PTAs

Addison Elementary School PTA

Duveneck Elementary School PTA

Fairmeadow Elementary School PTA

Friends of PreSchool Family

Gunn High School PTSA

Hoover Elementary School PTA

Jane Lathrop Stanford  
Middle School PTA

Palo Alto Educators Association

Palo Alto High School  
Parent Teacher Student Association

Palo Verde Elementary School PTA

Walter Hays Elementary School PTA

State & County Leaders

State Senator Joe Simitian 
State Assemblymember Ira Ruskin

Liz Kniss, Santa Clara County  
Supervisor

Grace Mah, Santa Clara  
County Board of Education

Palo Alto Unified School District  
Board Members

Melissa Baten Caswell 
Barbara Klausner 
Barbara Mitchell 
Dana Tom 
Camille Townsend

Palo Alto City Council Members

John Barton 
Pat Burt 
Peter Drekmeier, Vice Mayor 

Sid Espinosa 
Yoriko Kishimoto 
Larry Klein, Mayor 
Jack Morton 
Greg Schmid 
Yiaway Yeh

INDIVIDUAL ENDORSERS

Betsy and Nat Allyn  
Ray and Carol Bacchetti 
Amy Balsom and Wynn Hausser  
Anne Barry 
Betsy Bechtel 
Bern Beecham 
Beth Bunnenberg  
Jim and Wileta Burch 
Harriet Scott Chessman 
Enoch Choi, M.D. 
Meg Waite Clayton 
Andy and Liz Coe  
Alison Cormack and Tom Kuhnle 

Anne Warner Cribbs  
Joel Davidson 
Alan Davis  
Jeannie Duisenberg  
Dan and Sunny Dykwel 
Penny Ellson 
Claude Ezran  
Gary Fazzino 

Tommy Fehrenbach  
Megan Swezey Fogarty 
Catherine Crystal Foster 
Jon Foster 
Daniel and Catharine Garber  
Georgie Gleim  
Elaine Hahn 
Jack and Myllicent Hamilton  
Bob and Margie Harrington 
Carroll Harrington  
Sandra Hirsh  
Gloria Hom  
Julie Jerome 

Charles Junkerman 
Arthur Keller  
John Kelley 
Edie & Bob Kirkwood 
Judy Kleinberg 
Judy Kramer  
Cathy and Howard Kroymann 
Mary Jo and Len Levy  
Dan and Chris Logan  
Sandra Lonnquist  
Paul A. Losch  
Mandy Lowell 
Richard and Jing Lyman 
John and Pam Markevitch 
Pat and James Markevitch  
John and Eve Melton 

Katharine Miller 
Bob Moss  
Debbie Mytels  
Vic Ojakian 

Bonnie Packer  
Enid Pearson  
Sigrid and Jim Pinsky  
Mary Jean Place 
Stephen and Nancy Player 
Hal Plotkin  
Gail Price 
Roxy Rapp 
Diane and Bob Reklis 
Emily Renzel  
Susie Richardson 
Aggie Robinson 
Diane and Joe Rolfe  
Susan Rosenberg  
Lynne and Dan Russell 
Irene Sampson  
Martha and Jim Schmidt  
Nancy and Mark Shepherd  
Kevin and Carrie Skelly  
Amit and Shilpa Singhal 
Barbara and Doug Spreng  
Valerie and Jim Stinger  
Susie and Craig Thom  
Carolyn Tucher 
Samir Tuma  
John and Carolyn Tuomy 
Suzanne Voll 
Daria Walsh  
Judith Wasserman  
Don and Sylvie Way 
Lanie Wheeler 
Karen White  
Irene Yeh  
Edel Young

We couldn’t fit 1,100 names here,  
so please visit our website at 
www.betterlibrariesforpaloalto.com  
to see the complete list.
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Upfront

Architectural Review Board (Oct. 20)
Stanford Hospital: The board held a special meeting to hear about Stanford Univer-
sity Medical Center’s expansion project. The board took no action and will discuss 
the project again at its next meeting, tentatively set for Nov. 20. Action: None.

City Council (Oct. 20)
Garbage collection: The council approved an eight-year contract with Green Waste 
Recovery, Inc., a trash collecting company based in San Jose. The deal ensures that 
more local trash will be reused or recycled, but it also means a 14.2 percent increase 
in garbage rates. Yes: Unanimous.
Open City Hall: The council voted to sign on to Open City Hall, an online forum 
aimed at encouraging civic engagement. Residents will be able to chime in and 
vote on agenda items on the new site, which is operated by Berkeley-based Peak 
Democracy. The program will cost $6,200 for the six-month trial period. Yes: Barton, 
Burt, Drekmeier, Kishimoto, Klein, Morton, Schmid, Yeh. No: Espinosa.
Homeland Security: The council approved a resolution urging the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency’s “Opera-
tion Return to Sender” to uphold Constitutional laws protecting individuals from 
unreasonable searches and seizures. Yes: Drekmeier, Espinosa, Kishimoto, Morton, 
Schmid, Yeh. No: Klein and Barton.  Abstaining: Burt.

Finance Committee (Oct. 21)
Transmission Project: The committee agreed to recommend that the City Council 
approve an agreement for a long-term assignment of the city’s share of transfer ca-
pability on the California-Oregon Transmission Project. Yes: Unanimous.
Landfill: The committee adopted a resolution approving a contract with Ameresco 
Butte County Landfill Gas to purchase up to four average megawatts of renewable 
energy over 20 years an a cost not to exceed $71 million, Yes: Unanimous.

CityView
A round-up of       government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The board will discuss 
the Wildlife Fire Management Plan and hear a presentation about 
recreation programs offered at the Mitchell Park Community Center. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board plans to discuss 
a summer school update for the 2008 session and a proposal for 
2009. The academic calendar for the 09-10 and 10-11 school years 
is up for approval. The board will also address enrollment and 
school-size policy and vote on the authorization to seek bids for 
the industrial arts building at Gunn. The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28, in the board room at the District Offfice (25 
Churchill Ave.).

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... 
The commission plans to hold a preliminary design session regard-
ing the Police Safety Building. It will also discuss 488 W. Charleston 
Road, the proposed “Tree House” affordable-housing project. The 
meeting will begin at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 29, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

The Public Agenda

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Embarcadero Rd., off El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650 324-8791  

Since 1992, the fi rst and fi nest 
in consigned furniture.

Consignment Furniture Accessories & Gifts

Great Buys
in 

Today’s Economy

Since 1992, the best in consigned furniture and home accessories.

“Wouldn't you just love Warm Tile 
for your Tootsies this winter?”

Tues-Sat. 10am -6pm  
www.thebathroominc.com

Contractor Lic. #867330

The Bath
Room

1910 W. El Camino Real #E 

FREE Radiant fl oor heating system 
when you reserve a full bath 
remodel by December 19. 

See web site or visit store for details. 
Remodel must be completed by 
March 31, 2009

PRECIOUS JEWELRY
The Stanford Barn

700 Welch Road, Palo Alto
650.321.5994

A special Holiday Trunk Show
of

Alex Sepkus Jewels

New and exciting rings, necklaces, 
earrings and bracelets with beautiful, 

bright colors and Alex’s signature 
detailing will fi ll our display cases 

for these two days.

Friday, Nov. 7th
12pm to 6pm

Saturday, Nov. 8th
11am to 4pm

Please join us.

co-op members after proper ag-
ing. The barrels must be topped off 
with additional wine as evaporation 
takes place — oxygen is the enemy 
of wine, Bacon said.

“One year we didn’t have enough 
topping wine. Mark bought 45 bot-
tles at Trader Joe’s to taste for top-
ping off,” he said. The group picked 
the best and bought enough to add 
to the barrels.

Neighborhood character is built 
into each glass of wine, as members 
gather monthly to taste the vintage 
and coax it along, deciding in an an-
nual blind tasting how much sugar, 
tannin and other characteristics they 
want in the wine.

Six oak barrels share space with 
steamer trunks and the basement 
furnace in Bacon’s wine cellar, 
where a small tasting table and ste-
reo that plays jazz and R&B music 
allow for a comfortable setting in 
which to sample the wine. Bacon 
collects songs with a wine theme: 
Eric Burdon’s “Spill the Wine” and 
Nina Simone’s “Lilac Wine” being 
two examples.

Bacon drew wine from a barrel 
with a “wine thief,” a glass instru-
ment that allows for sanitary remov-
al of liquid from a barrel. 

“Mt. Veeder is regarded as pro-
ducing some of the best (Cabernet) 
Sauvignon grapes in the world. The 
wines we get are influenced by we 
who pick them and shepherd them 
along,” he said.

Bacon swirled the wine in a class, 
holding it up to the light.

“This wine has legs,” he said, 
referring to the streamers of clear 
liquid that break out and flow down 
the inside of the glass. “Legs” are an 
indicator of wine quality and alco-
hol content, he said.

Each batch is barrel-aged for two 
years before bottling and distribu-
tion; then, it’s time for bottle wash-
ing, filling and labeling — another 
excuse for a party, he said. Up to 80 
cases of wine are created. Bacon de-
signs the labels, and the co-op has a 
calendar with photographs of mem-
bers as they work to create the wine. 
One year a Halloween costume party 
created the ambiance for tasting.

Co-op members Holler and Bicker-
staff, Bacon, his wife Carmen Gomez, 
Tim and Glista Guilford, George and 
Susan Clark, Mike and Greta Jawetz 
and Mice Occhiolini and Wendy 
Hofenberg gather for an annual party 
once the vintage is ready to go. Old 
bottles from previous years’ vintages 
are brought out and everyone imbibes 
in food and wine.

This fall will probably be the 
last the co-op will formally share 
wine. Holler and Bickerstaff have 
more commercial plans for a win-
ery, and most neighbors have all 
the wine they can drink — for now. 
But Bacon said he would still like 
to produce wine in perhaps smaller 
amounts to keep the camaraderie 
alive.

And if wine tasting isn’t in the 
mix, there’s always his annual film 
festival in his back yard or the Labor 
Day party — other opportunities for 
neighborhood friendship and con-
nection, he said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

Wine co-op
(continued from page 11)

next year either.”
“I was told there would not be 

room for my first grader at Addison 
until fourth grade,” wrote another.

Recognizing that neighborhood 
schools help students and parents 
foster community, the policy also 
codifies efforts to “build a sense of 
community and individual belong-
ing in the schools.”

The proposed policy is vague, 
giving the district a wide berth to 
maneuver in the future. If the atten-
dance numbers continue to grow at 
current rates, this maneuverability 
and flexibility will be necessary for 
the district to adequately deal with 
enrollment issues, Lawrence said.

There won’t be any immediate 
change at schools based on the new 

policy, Skelly said. The new policy 
is more a case of matching policy 
with reality than a shift in philoso-
phy.

“The best way to address the 
overflow problems in the district 
is to match enrollment with neigh-
borhood boundaries, taking into 
account physical space available,” 
he said.

To this end, new buildings are be-
ing proposed, Garland Elementary 
School will be re-opened, and por-
table units have been placed at every 
school. According to a report to the 
board, with more space and a re-
vised school size policy, the district 
will be better equipped to adjust and 
adapt to enrollment numbers that 
are expected to continue to rise into 
the future. 

Editorial Intern Megan Rawl-
ins can be e-mailed at mrawlins@
paweekly.com.

Enrollment
(continued from page 7)
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Upfront

Go to  va l leywater.org

Once it’s on    it’s gone.

California is in a drought. Unless we all pitch in and conserve, 
mandatory restrictions may be the next step. 

Valley Water is calling for an 
immediate 10% voluntary cutback. 

Reducing water use is easy. For water-saving tips, a free Water-Wise 
House Call, and rebates on high-efficiency toilets, washers and irrigation 

hardware, go to valleywater.org or call 408.265.2607, ext. 2554. 

Start saving now. Because once it’s on, it’s gone.
valleywater.org

Easy ways to save 10%
Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators; save 16 gallons a day. 

Turn the faucet off while you brush your teeth; save 2 gallons per minute. 

Fix leaky faucets; save 15-20 gallons per day per leak. 

Water before 6 a.m.; save 20-25 gallons per day. 

Get a new water-saving washer or toilet and get a money-saving rebate. 

Save water and money with 
a free Water-Wise House Call

We’ll come to your home and assess your water use, check for leaks,
optimize your irrigation schedule, and even install water-efficient 

shower heads. Schedule yours,
Monday through Saturday, 

at valleywater.org.

Our final sale before closing  
is now taking place.   
We hope to see you.

*Exceptions are furniture and folk art.
Sale hours Monday through Saturday

11-6
861 Santa Cruz Ave • Menlo Park

650-322-9074

Come Say Good-Bye  
to Paper Chase

All ite
ms

are reduced 

50%

Affordable Paralegal Services 

FOR TODAY’S ECONOMY

We The People®

We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 

provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.
Santa Clara LDA #72, exp. 7/09.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

230 S. California Ave., #103
Palo Alto, CA 94306Kyle & Koko

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board

Please be advised the Historic Resources Board shall conduct a 
meeting at 8:00 AM on Wednesday, November 5, 2008 in the Civic 
Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo 
Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear and be heard 
on these items.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  Approval of minutes of Historic 
Resources Board meeting of October 15, 2008.

NEW BUSINESS
Public Hearings

1.  345 Lincoln [08PLN-00323]: Request by Monty Anderson 
Caw Architects, on behalf of Carolyn Foss, for Historic Board 
Review for a water tower renovation for a category 2 single-
family residential property. Zoning: R-1(10,000)

Questions.  If interested parties have any questions regarding the above 
applications, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441.  The 
files relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays between 
the hours of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and staff 
reports will be available for inspection at 2:00 PM the Friday preceding the 
hearing.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with 
disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, services 
or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the 
City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), 
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by 
e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Cathy Siegel, Advance Planning Manager

Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF), who will 
be working with Hammel, Green 
and Abrahamson, Inc. 

The design for the main hospi-
tal complex is by Rafael Vinoly of 
Rafael Vinoly Architects, based 
in New York with offices in Lon-
don and Los Angeles. Vinoly will 
be working in association with the 
California-based architectural firm 
Lee, Burkhart, Liu, Inc. 

The associated firms have sepa-
rate expertise in hospital and medi-
cal-center operations. 

Models and renderings of the hospi-
tals at the unveiling showed dramati-
cally different concepts for the main 
complex and the separate Children’s 
Hospital, which featured sweeping 
curves and rounded ends, with “tree 
house” areas looking over gardens 
where families could gather.

Stanford faces a mandate to re-
place by 2013 the existing hospital 
buildings, part of which date back 
to the late 1950s when earthquake 
standards were less sophisticated. 

An environmental impact report 
is targeted for completion in early 
2009, and hospital officials hope 
for approvals from the city and 
state agencies by 2010, in time for 
construction to be completed by the 
2013 state mandate. 

Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson 
can be e-mailed at jthorwaldson@
paweekly.com. Images of both 
hospitals can be viewed at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com. 

Stanford hospital
(continued from page 9)
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by Sue Dremann

I t’s a familiar refrain heard between parent and 
child: “Why do I have to turn off the TV?”

“Why do I have to take turns?”
“Why do I have to share my toys?”
For parents of children with autism, that ques-

tion can turn life upside down. Children with 
Asperger’s syndrome, a high-functioning form 
of autism, have difficulty comprehending social 
and family rules and understanding empathy, ac-
cording to Laurie Leventhal-Belfer, a Palo Alto 
psychologist and author of the recently published 
“Why Do I Have To? A Book for Children Who 
Find Themselves Frustrated by Everyday Rules.”

Leventhal-Belfer’s new book isn’t just for chil-
dren with Asperger’s, although its wisdom comes 
out of that experience. The book is really written 
for children who have limited flexibility and dif-
ficulty coping. 

Parents with children for whom “because I said 
so” just won’t work will find the book useful, 
she said.

The book empathizes with children’s wishes 
to do things their way and explains why their 
way does not work. It offers a list of practical 
suggestions to avoid feelings of frustration, and 
the stories can be adjusted for each child’s indi-
vidual needs.

Leventhal-Belfer also created The Friends Pro-
gram, an innovative therapeutic pro-
gram in Palo Alto that helps pre-
school and early-primary grade 
children with high-functioning 
autism learn skills for following 
rules and making friends.

In a spacious play room 
at the University Lu-
theran Church near 
Stanford University, 
three young boys, 
“Mike,” “Timo-
thy” and “Jack,” 
sat on bright blue 
carpet squares, 
accompanied by 
psychologist Luisa 
Montaini-Klovdahl 
and co-therapist 
Monika Perez, a young 
child specialist. The blue 
squares were the children’s 
personal oceans, Montaini-
Klovdahl said.

“What would you be like if you 
were a fish? What would it look like if we were 
swimming by big, long seaweed?” she asked.

Jack rose from his carpet. “I’m going to make 
myself into a stingray,” he said, running around 
the room.

Montaini-Klovdahl called him back to his blue 
square, back to his ocean.

“Sea creatures can’t live outside the ocean,” 
she explained.

The therapists used the underwater theme to 
help the children build core interpersonal skills 
and awareness: making eye contact, developing 
empathy and curiosity about peers, reading non-
verbal and verbal cues and learning symbolic play 
— skills lacking in autistic children, Montaini-
Klovdahl, who illustrated the new book, said.

On a recent morning, the children pretended 
to be medusas.

“May I gently touch you with my tentacles?” 
Montaini-Klovdahl asked Jack.

Some children with autism-spectrum disor-
ders have sensory regulatory issues. They can 
get overloaded and may be sensitive to touch or 
invade another child’s personal space. “Touching 
is often an inability to keep yourself in control in 
relation to others,” Perez said.

Graduate student and assistant 
Hiroko Tanaka held up a board 
with pictures and words that 

illustrated each 
of the 

morning’s activities. 
Children with autism respond well 
to images. The children have trouble 
processing large amounts of information at one 
time. Breaking down tasks and activities into 
small, visual chunks helps the child follow what 
is happening.

Montaini-Klovdahl and Perez point to the im-
ages and accompanying words. The next activity, 
art time, could be indicated by an image of a table 
and a drawing, indicating that the children will 
leave their places on the carpet to go to the play 
table for art time. Other images indicate outside 
play time, snack time back at the table or meeting 
in a circle to say goodbye.

Tanaka becomes the ‘big fish” and the children 
become fish in a school, following her to the art 

table. Skills such as eye contact, asking a peer 
what they are doing (interaction and empathy) 
and complimenting each other are reinforced. 

The children colored cut-outs of sea creatures. 
Mike wanted to paint some of the tentacles on a 
paper jellyfish, but Jack was already painting it. 
Again, Montaini-Klovdahl encouraged dialogue, 
suggesting that Mike ask Jack if it is OK if he 
paints where Jack has been painting.

Tanaka held up a colorful board bearing each 
child’s name. The children receive colorful stars 
for achievements such as making good eye con-
tact or complimenting another child.

“We have simple goals, such as listening and 
being in control of your body. We reinforce it 

again and again. We want them to know it’s 
highly valued in society,” Perez said.

Children with autism are often highly 
intelligent and have excellent language 

skills. But they lack an understanding 
of social reciprocity and make-believe 
play, which are important at the pre-
school and early elementary ages, 
Leventhal-Belfer said.

Often called “little professors,” 
they can focus on one area of spe-
cialization, charming adults with 
their precociousness. 

“They are a grandparent’s 
dream,” Leventhal-Belfer said.
But being an expert won’t get a child far 

with other children at play time, she added.
Leventhal-Belfer observed one boy who 

set up dinosaurs but wouldn’t interact with the 
other children.

“His was a vegetarian and it couldn’t interact 
with the carnivores,” she said.

Leventhal-Belfer meets separately with par-
ents while the children play. In the group setting, 
parents discuss how to communicate with teach-
ers, how things went that week, and strategies 
for coping with rigid eating patterns or changing 
social situations, such as going to a party or hav-
ing a play date.

Sometimes, it may feel as though parents are 
alone. But they aren’t.

“Palo Alto has a very large number of children 
on the autistic spectrum,” Leventhal-Belfer said. 
The national estimate is that one child in 150 has 
autism-spectrum disorder. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can be e-mailed at 
sdremann@paweekly.com.

FLU SHOTS ... The following 
local facilities are offering flu 
shots: Avenidas flu-shot clin-
ics for seniors 60 and older and 
people with chronic conditions 
will take place on Oct. 27 from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Cost is $2. No 
appointment needed. 450 Bryant 
St., Palo Alto. Call 650-289-5400. 
Peninsula Volunteers Little 
House clinic for seniors is on Nov. 
7 from 8 a.m. to noon. Donation 
$5. Little House, 800 Middle Ave., 
Menlo Park. Call 326-2025. 
Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
will offer an early flu-shot clinic 
for at-risk patients from Oct. 26 
to Nov. 1. Shots for others not at 
risk will begin Nov. 2. Flu shots 
will be given at the Palo Alto Cen-
ter, 795 El Camino Real, Third 
Floor, Conference Center. The 
schedule is based on people’s 
surnames. Call 650-321-4121 for 
details.

OMNIVORE’S DILEMMA ... A 
special talk sponsored by the 
Stanford Health Library, “The 
Solution to the Omnivore’s Di-
lemma,” will take place Oct. 30 
at 6 p.m. The speaker, Christo-
pher Gardner, is a nutrition sci-
entist and associate professor at 
Stanford’s Prevention Research 
Center. Gardner will discuss how 
nutrition-based diets don’t work 
and how social and political con-
sciousness might have a lasting 
effect on diet and health. The talk 
is free and will take place at Ar-
rillaga Alumni Center, 326 Galvez 
St., Stanford. To register, call 
650-498-7826.

MOVING WITH PARKINSON’S ...  
A pilot program for people with 
Parkinson’s disease that uses 
movement to music to provide 
recreation, exercise and social-
izing will take place Nov. 1 from 
12:30 to 1:45 p.m. at Peninsula 
Volunteers Little House, 800 
Middle Ave., Menlo Park. The 
classes are free. To arrange a 
visit, call Tryphene at 650-326-
2025. 

MEMORY SCREENING COR-
RECTION ... A story in the 2008 
Living Well, a senior-oriented 
publication of the Weekly, mistak-
enly listed a memory screening 
at Peninsula Volunteers Little 
House as taking place on Nov. 
13. The screening, which is by 
the Stanford/VA Aging and Clini-
cal Research Center, is actually 
happening on Nov. 18 from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. at the Palo Alto 
VA Hospital, 3801 Miranda Ave., 
Bldg. 5, Fourth Floor Conference 
Room, Palo Alto. There is no 
event at Little House. Call 650-
852-3287 to register. 

Health&FitnessHealth 
Notes

Health Notes is a monthly fea-
ture announcing health and fit-
ness events and news. Send news 
to Health & Fitness Editor Sue 
Dremann at sdremann@paweekly.
com.

A monthly section on recreation and health, edited by Sue Dremann

Friends Program, book, help 

children with Asperger’s 

to reason everyday rules

Why?
Why?

Why?
‘

’

Andy, 6, explains how his roller coaster works to psychologist Luisa Montaini-Klovdahl. She is 
helping him develop reciprocal social playing skills.

D
arlene Bouchard
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Dine at one of several participating restaurants 
on Thursday, November 13. Restaurants donate 

10-25% of your tab to help PACCC provide 
quality childcare to low-income families. 

Eat, laugh, have a good time and support our 
children. Couldn’t be easier!

Find participating restaurants and auction details at:

www.paccc.com/dineforkids

*New this year: Dine For Kids Online Auction
Sponsored by Wells Fargo

Dine out, bid a home - or both!

17th Annual 

Authors’ Luncheon

Saturday, November 8
Cabaña Hotel and Resort, 4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Rabih Alameddine  .  Howard Blum  

Margot Livesey  .  Jack Prelutsky

Abilities United
invites you to the 

Media Sponsor

For information call 650-618-3330

525 East Charleston Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
www.AbilitiesUnited.org

All proceeds benefit 

“First Edition” Sponsors

Carrie Anderson
Ellen & Tom Ehrlich
Laurie & Jim Jarrett

Bill Younger

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to 
see and meet these acclaimed authors

“Best Seller” Sponsors

Arrillaga Foundation
Chris Kenrick & Mark Chandler
Colella Family Foundation
Anonymous Friends

Book Salon Sponsor

Richard Frank 
Fulton passed away 
October 2, 2008, at 
age 64, surrounded by 
loving family.

Born in Beaver, PA, 
in 1944, he grew up in 
Clearfield, PA, one of 
eight children of Harold 
and Mary Fulton.  After 
graduating Penn State, 

his work took him from Kodak in Rochester, NY 
to Palo Alto, CA where he went on to be a valued 
contributor at TRW, with small contractors like 
SECON and ASR, and finally at Lockheed Martin.  
Fond relationships abound from those eras.

Along the way he quit smoking, lost weight 
and took up activities including running, yoga and 
bicycling.  Cycling was his favorite and he shared 
many memorable tours in California and far-flung 
locales like Costa Rica, New Zealand and Europe, 
with companions who became his friends.

He is survived by his wife Cynthia Harlow 
of Palo Alto; daughters Jane and Annie Fulton; 
siblings Jean, Virginia, Anne, Linda, and Bill; plus 
numerous cousins, nieces, nephews and in-laws. 
Brothers George and John predeceased him in 1940 
and 2008, respectively.

Dick made not just a living, but a life for himself.  
He took care of his health and his fitness.  He was 
taken from us suddenly, too soon, and unfairly, by 
two major strokes caused by an underlying heart 
condition of which he was unaware.  We grieve his 
loss.

A memorial service was held at Unity Palo 
Alto Community Church.  Assistance came from 
Spangler Mortuaries in Los Altos, CA.  Donations 
can be made to the Lance Armstrong Foundation, 
whose yellow bracelet he wore since its creation; 
their address is Lance Armstrong Foundation 
Endowment, P.O. Box 161150, Austin, TX 78716-
1150 or www.livestrong.org.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Oct. 10-21
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Strong arm robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Credit card forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . .7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Vehicle accident/major injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . .23
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .1
Under the influence of drugs . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Miscellaneous penal code violation . . . .3
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Noise ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .5
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Unattended death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Menlo Park
Oct. 14-20
Violence related
Assault w/ a deadly weapon. . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Attempted theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . .2
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/injury . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Narcotics registrant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
CPS referral . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic disturbance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing juvenile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Parole arrest/assist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Possible child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Violation of court order . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Atherton
Oct. 14-18
Violence related
Assault & battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Fraudulent/fictitious use . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Traffic details. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle/traffic hazard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
911 hang-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Building/perimeter/area check . . . . . . . .1
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Construction complaint . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Construction site checks . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Follow up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Meet citizen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .2
Town ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Tree down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Weapons charge/violation . . . . . . . . . . .1

842163975

397452816

516879432

275396148

684715293

139248657

428531769

951627384

763984521

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 62

Page 16



Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Born in North Plainfield, 
NJ, Bud was a WWII veteran 
(117th Cavalry) who served in 
North Africa, Italy, and France, 
where he was wounded.  He 
is an alumnus of Princeton 
University (class of 1951), 
and did graduate work at 
USC in Los Angeles, CA. 
In 1953, Bud moved to San 
Diego, where he worked as a 
marine biologist for Scripps 
Institute of Oceanography, and 
subsequently as an engineer 
with General Dynamics 
Corp. In 1961, Bud moved to 
Palo Alto, where he worked 
as an aerospace engineer  
for Lockheed, a medical 
technologist at the Veterans 
Administration Medical 

Center, and a physiology 
research assistant  at Stanford 
University. 

Bud was predeceased by 
his daughter Danza in 1996. 
He is survived and missed by 
his wife Judy; son, Richard; 
stepdaughter, Laurie; three 
grandchildren; sisters, Ann 
Luley and Betty Bann; brother, 
Dave, and devoted friends. 
Bud's friendly nature charmed 
and delighted everyone he 
met. We will miss his brilliant 
mind, wit, stories, and loving 
kindness.

Donations in the name of 
Elmer K. Squier can be made 
to the Nature Conservancy,    
4245 N. Fairfax Dr. ,Suite 100, 
Arlington, VA 22203

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Hobert Warren 
Burns, former Academic 
Vice President and 
Acting President of San 
Jose State University 
and former Interim 
President of Sonoma 
State University, died 
on October 14 in his 
home in Los Gatos 
after a short battle with 
cancer.

Bert, as everyone called him, said the turning point 
in his life was in middle school when the principal 
referred him to renowned Lowell High School in 
San Francisco.  He claimed that this rich educational 
experience made him see potentials in life he had not 
seen before.  

He graduated high school in the middle of World 
War II and joined the Coast Guard. He rarely spoke 
about his war experience, but proudly wore his Purple 
Heart lapel pin.  His long time friends learned that 
Bert was awarded the Navy Cross, the nation’s second 
highest award for bravery.  His reference to the medal 
was, “I was just a dumb kid.”  

The G.I. Bill enabled him to earn an A.A in 1948 
from Menlo College, where he also served as student 
body president.  His B.A. and M.A. degrees in political 
science from Stanford University followed in 1950 and 
1951, and an Ed. D. in 1957.  He also met Patricia 
Rowe at Stanford, marrying her in 1954. 

Bert held college teaching and administrative 
assignments in New Jersey and New York from 1957 to 
1966.  He was a Fulbright scholar in Chile from 1959-
1960.  He joined Syracuse University in 1960 as chair 
of the Department of Cultural Foundations.  In 1963 he 
was named the first dean of the College of Education 
of Hofstra University in New York.  Bert and Francis 
Villemain established the Studies in Philosophy and 
Education in the 1960’s.

In 1966, SJSU President Robert Clark invited 
Bert to return to the West Coast to hold the new post 
of Academic Vice President. He immediately began 
strengthening the general education program, the role 
of school deans, and acted as a strong voice for the 
administration in the Academic Senate.  The entire 
CSU system adopted the model for general education 
he created.

Bert was named Acting President of SJSU for the 
1969-1970 academic year, coinciding with the protests 
against the Vietnam War.  He was credited with forging 
a student-faculty-community coalition that helped 
spare the campus the tumultuous unrest other schools 
experienced.  

Bert regularly voiced his personal anti-war views, 
yet resigned on principle as Acting President in 
May 1970, after the faculty voted to relax academic 
requirements to give students time to protest the 
Vietnam War.  While he and then Governor Reagan did 
not always see eye to eye, they later built a friendship 
based on mutual respect.

Bert returned to administrative and teaching 
posts from 1970 to 1983.  In 1979 he received the 
faculty honor society’s first Exemplar Scholar Award 
recognizing outstanding teaching. Bert was an early 
supporter of women’s sports, Title IX, and athletics in 
general.  

Bert’s well-composed memos to various 
administrators and faculty members were legendary. 
They could be frank, thoughtful, humorous, supportive, 
and sometimes biting.  He devoted special attention 
and effort to the Spartan Foundation to encourage 
community involvement and support of the University. 

In 1983 CSU Chancellor Ann Reynolds appointed 
him interim president for one year at Sonoma State 
University.  Retiring in 1984, he and Patricia devoted 
time to the golf course, a longtime passion.  Bert 
also took great pleasure in civil war and genealogic 
research and his buddies in the “Over the Hill Gang”.

Bert’s lifelong commitment to educational reform 
was reflected in his publication of nine books and 
99 scholarly articles. Even during his administrative 
career he always taught classes.  As he once wrote, 
“A wonderful school experience at Lowell High led me 
to conclude I wanted to become a teacher.  I’ve never 
regretted that conclusion and the life to which it led.”

He and Patricia became strong supporters of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library.  They jointly funded 
an annuity for a Special Collections Endowment.  
Recently, Patricia made a donation to the library for 
a California history collection.  Ruth Kifer, university 
library dean, said, “Both Bert and Patricia have 
been such strong supporters of the library from its 
initial opening because, as Bert told me, ‘I just love 
libraries.’”

Bert is survived by his wife of 54 years, Patricia, 
daughters Carol and Janifer, son and daughter-in-law 
Charles and Annie Liedstrand.  Other survivors include 
four grandchildren, Donna, Monica, Ryan, Clare, god 
daughter Cecily, brothers- and sisters-in-law Charles 
and Merle Burns and Katharine and James Bower.  
Bert dearly loved his cat and dog family, especially OJ, 
Wilbur, Aqui, Alla, and Poco.

A memorial service will be held on Sunday, October 
26, 2008 at 2:00 pm in the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Library on the corner of San Fernando and Fourth 
Streets in San Jose.  In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Hospice of the Valley in San Jose. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

rogaway obit

Steve Rogaway, 58, 
a long time resident of 
Palo Alto passed away 
suddenly of a heart attack. 
Steve grew up in Palo Alto, 
attended Palo Alto schools 
and  was on the Paly track 
team. He then went on to 
UC Berkeley where he was 
on the Berkeley track team. 

He then got his MBA and worked for Williams 
Sonoma, Wordstar, and Oracle (marketing director 
and did some international traveling). He left 
Oracle to do consulting.

Most recently, Steve was on the Eddie Hart 

Advisory Board. Eddie Hart, former Olympic Gold 
Medalist (1972), established this organization 
to help make a positive difference in the lives of 
youth.  Eddie Hart recently presented Steve's sister 
with a Proclamation recognizing Steve's many 
contributions to youth and to the organization.

Steve is survived by his sister, Kathy Rogaway 
Farrell Poulson and his nephews Ryan Farrell and 
Dylan Farrell.   He was the beloved son of the late 
Betty Rogaway.

Steve will be remembered for his quick wit and 
humor.  He will be missed dearly by his family and 
friends.

A Celebration of Steve's life has been held.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Alan G. Marer
Alan G. Marer, 74, a longtime 

Palo Alto resident, died in his home 
Sept. 19.

He was born Jan. 28, 1934, in 
Omaha, Neb., to Jack and Anita 
Marer. He graduated from Central 
High School in Omaha and received 
his bachelor’s degree from Stanford 
University in 1955. In 1956, he was 
drafted and spent two years in the 
U.S. Army 11th Armored Cavalry, 
first at Fort Knox and then on the 
Czechoslovakian-German border.

Upon discharge from the Army, 
he attended Columbia Law School 
in New York City and received his 
law degree in 1961. He always be-
lieved that his “real” legal education 
began in the appeals and research 
section of the Civil Rights Division 
of the United States Justice Depart-
ment, where he worked as an attor-
ney from 1961 to 1967. During those 
years, he and the other few men and 
women of the Civil Rights Division 
were instrumental in helping enact 
into law the major civil rights acts of 
the 1960s: the Public Accommoda-
tions Act, the Voting Rights Act and 
the Housing Act.

After leaving the Justice Depart-

ment, he was appointed General 
Counsel of the Western Region of 
the Office of Economic Opportuni-
ty, where he worked until  1969. Af-
ter a few years in private practice of 
law in San Francisco and Palo Alto, 
in 1974 he returned to Washing-
ton, D.C., as a supervising attorney 
on the impeachment of President 
Nixon at the request of John Doar, 
Special Counsel, U.S. House of 
Representatives Judiciary Commit-
tee. He concluded his professional 
career practicing appellate law with 
his brother, Gerald Z. Marer, who 
predeceased him.

He is remembered as a good 
man, husband, and devoted father, 
friends and family recall. He battled 
to overcome depression in his lat-
ter years, though never lost his wit, 
humor and dedication to bring about 
the well-being of others.

He is survived by his wife Alison 
Marer of Palo Alto; two sons and 
daughter-in-law, Jeffrey Marer of 
Palo Alto, and Stephen and Angel-
ica Marer of Hermosa Beach, Ca-
lif.; two grandchildren; nieces and 
nephew; and other relatives.

A memorial gathering will be 
held at the family home Nov. 15. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to civil rights organizations 
or to mental health and dementia 
research organizations.

Deaths

Fresh news  
delivered daily
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Spectrum
U.S. President 

Barack Obama (D)

Congress (District 14)
Anna Eshoo (D) Incumbent

State Senate (District 11)
Joe Simitian (D) Incumbent

State Assembly (District 20)
Ira Ruskin (D) Incumbent

East Palo Alto City Council
Doug Fort, Carlos Romero, Goro Mitchell

Ravenswood School District
Saree Mading, Sharifa Wilson

Superior Court Judge (Office No. 8)
Lane Liroff

SC County Measure A: YES 
Authorizes a 1/8-cent sales tax increase 

to finance $840 million in bonds to rebuilt 
and expand the Valley Medical Center to meet 
state-mandated earthquake standards and 
assure medical care for all patients. Two-thirds 
majority required. 

SC County Measure B: YES 
Authorizes a 1/8-cent sales tax increase 

to finance the operation over 30 years of a 
16.1-mile extension of the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) system into San Jose and 
Santa Clara to link to the Caltrain system 
to create a transit loop around the bay.Two-
thirds majority required.  

Palo Alto Measure N: YES 
Library upgrade and expansion bonds to 

raise $76 million over 30 years — two-thirds 
approval needed.

STATE PROPOSITIONS

Proposition 1A: YES
Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger 

Train Bond Act for the 21st Century
Authorizes general obligation bonds to 

fund $9 billion in pre-construction activities 
and construction of a high-speed (speeds 
of over 200 mph) passenger rail system, 
and $950 million in capital improvements to 
passenger rail systems that expand capacity 
and/or enable train riders to connect to the 
high-speed rail system. 

Proposition 2: YES
Treatment of Farm Animals 
Prohibits the confinement on a farm of 

pregnant pigs, calves raised for veal, and 
egg-laying hens in a manner that does not 
allow them to turn around freely, lie down, 
stand up, and fully extend their limbs. The 
Humane Society of the U.S. is promoting 
this proposition and is joined by the 
California Veterinary Medical Association, 
Center for Food Safety, Union of Concerned 
Scientists, Sierra Club and Consumer 
Federation. Large egg producers oppose it. 

Proposition 3: YES
Children’s Hospital Bond Act 
Authorizes $980 million in general 

obligation bonds for capital improvement 
projects at children’s hospitals. The measure 
specifically identifies the five University of 
California children’s hospitals as eligible for 
20 percent of bond funds. The remaining 
80 percent would go to other non-profit 
hospitals. The list of supporters is broad, 
beginning with hospitals and doctors. 

Proposition 4: NO 
Waiting Period and Parental Notification 

Before Termination of Minor’s Pregnancy 
Amends the State Constitution to 

require, with exceptions, a physician to 
notify the parent or guardian of a pregnant 
unemancipated minor at least 48 hours 
before performing an abortion. This 
amendment is similar to others defeated by 
voters in 2005 and 2006. It is proposed by 
the same backers, and creates additional 
barriers for pregnant minors seeking 
medical assistance and creates potential 
penalties for doctors who attempt to serve 
them using their best medical judgment. 

Proposition 5: YES 
Nonviolent Offenders. Sentencing, 

Parole and Rehabilitation. 
Proposition 5 would (1) expand drug 

treatment diversion programs, (2) modify 
parole supervision procedures and expand 
prison and parole rehabilitation programs, 
(3) allow inmates to earn additional time 
off their prison sentences for participation 
in rehabilitation programs, (4) reduce 
some penalties for marijuana possession 
from misdemeanors to infractions, and (5) 
make changes to state law mainly affecting 
rehabilitation and parole programs. 

Proposition 6: NO
Criminal Penalties and Laws. Public 

Safety Funding
Increases a long list of criminal penalties, 

establishes new crimes, and requires 
new state spending on various programs 
to combat crime and operate our prison 
and parole systems. Cost is estimated to 
exceed half a billion dollars annually not 
counting capital outlay for new prison 
facilities. Its approach is a sharp contrast 
to Proposition 5. Proposition 6 is supported 
by a broad range of law enforcement groups 
and opposed by the League of Women 
Voters, California Democratic Party and 
the California Teachers Association, among 
others. 

Proposition 7: NO 
Renewable Energy 
Requires all utilities, including 

government-owned utilities, to generate 
20% of their power from renewable 
energy by 2010. It requires all utilities 
to achieve 40% renewable energy by 
2020 and 50% by 2025 and imposes 
penalties for noncompliance. We like the 
goal of Proposition 7 and are tempted to 
support it because we believe that climate 
change is serious, oil is peaking, and our 
prosperity will continue to suffer until we 
wean ourselves from fossil fuels. However, 
this measure is opposed by the League 
of Women Voters, the California Labor 
Federation and major environmental groups 
including: the League of Conservation 
Voters, the Center for Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Technologies, Environmental 
Defense Fund and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council as well as the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. You might think it 
would be supported by renewable energy 
producers. It’s not. Among the opponents 
are: California Solar Energy Industries 
Association, California Wind Energy 
Association, Large-Scale Solar Association 
and Independent Energy Producers 
Association. They all argue that Proposition 
7, because of its flawed drafting, will set 
back the cause of renewables rather than 
advance it. 

Proposition 8: NO 
Limit on Marriage 
Amends the California Constitution to 

specify that only marriage between a man 
and a woman is valid or recognized in 
California. It would reverse the California 
Supreme Court ruling earlier this year and 
limit marriage to include only individuals of 
the opposite sex. We see this is as an equal 
rights issue. We believe that all California 
citizens, regardless of sexual preference, 
should be treated equally, and entitled to 
the same rights and status. We believe that 
society as a whole benefits when more 
individuals, of whatever sexual preference, 
commit to love and support each other.

Proposition 9: NO 
Criminal Justice System. Victims’ 

Rights. Parole 
Amends the State Constitution and 

various state laws to (1) expand the legal 
rights of crime victims and the payment of 
restitution by criminal offenders, (2) restrict 
the early release of inmates, and (3) change 
the procedures for granting and revoking 
parole. This measure is promoted by Henry 
T. Nicholas III, who provided almost $5 
million for the campaign in addition to 

the $1 million he gave to Proposition 6. 
Nichols is a billionaire who has funded 
multiple anti-crime measures over the 
years. We don’t believe it’s a good idea to 
pass comprehensive and complex crime 
legislation through the initiative process 
and lock it into the state constitution. The 
fact that so much of the funding for this 
measure comes from one person, Nicholas, 
and that he was indicted this summer by 
a federal grand jury for 21 counts related 
to conspiracy, securities fraud, wire fraud 
and separately for narcotics crimes, raises 
additional questions.

Proposition 10: NO 
Bonds. Alternative Fuel Vehicles and 

Renewable Energy 
Authorizes $5 billion in bonds for various 

renewable energy, alternative fuel, energy 
efficiency, and air emissions reduction 
purposes. The majority (58% in cash 
payments of between $2,000 and $50,000) 
would go to purchasers of certain high fuel 
economy and alternative fuel (especially 
natural gas) vehicles. 20% is allocated for 
incentives for research, development and 
production of renewable energy technology. 
We’re not convinced that California citizens 
should subsidize his large scale natural 
gas vehicle plan. Prop 10 is opposed by 
a number of consumer groups including 
Consumer Federation and TURN in the 
Bay Area. While it may seem attractive on 
the surface, there are many reasons to be 
troubled by this initiative: its narrow support 
and benefit, focus on fossil fuel use subsidy, 
and long term public cost. 

Proposition 11: YES
Redistricting
Creates a 14-member redistricting 

commission responsible for drawing new 
lines for State Senate, Assembly and Board 
of Equalization districts. The measure 
establishes standards for drawing lines that 
require respect for the geographic integrity of 
neighborhoods and that encourage compact 
districts. The State Legislature would 
still draw lines for congressional districts 
but must adhere to the same geographic 
standards. The measure is supported by the 
League of Women Voters, California Common 
Cause, AARP and many business groups 
as well as Governor Schwarzenegger. While 
it has picked up support from Democrats 
such as Steve Westly, Gray Davis, former 
Assembly Speaker Robert Hertzberg, former 
Assemblymen Fred Keeley and Tom Bates, 
and more than a dozen Democratic clubs as 
well as, it is opposed by the state Democratic 
Party, Don Perata, Barbara Boxer and Nancy 
Pelosi who fear losing Democratic seats if it 
passes. Other support includes such diverse 
interests as ACLU ñ Southern California, 
the California Democratic Council, the 
California Police Chiefs Association, the Bay 
Area Council and the California Taxpayers 
Association. This measure is not perfect, 
but it’s the best we’ve seen, and it’s time for 
change in Sacramento.

Proposition 12: YES
Veterans” Bond Act of 2008 
Authorizes $900 million in general 

obligation bonds for the Cal-Vet program, 
which allows the State Department of 
Veterans Affairs to purchase farms and 
homes and resell them to California 
veterans. These bonds would provide 
sufficient funds for at least 3,600 additional 
veterans to receive loans. Each participating 
veteran makes monthly payments to the 
Department. According to the Legislative 
Analyst these payments are sufficient to (1) 
reimburse the department for its costs of 
purchasing the farm or home; (2) cover all 
costs resulting from the sale of the bonds, 
including interest; and (3) cover the costs 
of operating the program. This is a proven 
program which helps deserving Californians 
at little or no cost. 

End inhumane treatment
Editor,

This November 4, I urge all California voters to vote yes 
on Proposition 2. This is a very modest measure that will 
end the cruel and inhumane confinement of egg-laying hens, 
pregnant pigs and veal calves.

Prop. 2 will require that such animals be given enough 
room to fully extend their limbs or wings, lie down, stand up 
and turn around. Such farmed animals are currently forced 
to live under conditions that are so inhumane that that they 
cannot even make these minimal body movements.

It is common sense that no living creature should be 
treated in such a manner. Unfortunately, factory farms do 
treat animals in exactly this way, with complete disregard 
for the wellbeing of their animals, the quality of food they 
produce or the impact that they have on human health and 
our environment. We wouldn’t force our pets to live in filthy, 
cramped cages for their whole lives and we shouldn’t force 
farm animals to endure such misery, either.

Prop. 2 is endorsed by the Humane Society of the United 
States, the Palo Alto Humane Society (as well as other hu-
mane societies throughout California), the Center for Food 
Safety, the California Veterinary Medical Association, Con-
sumer Federation of America, United Farm Workers, more 
than 100 California farmers and numerous California busi-
nesses and elected officials.

Please vote yes on Prop. 2. It is a reasonable and com-
mon-sense reform that prevents cruelty to animals and 
will improve food safety. Prop. 2 is better for the animals 
— and for us.

Jennifer Knapp
Page Mill Road, Palo Alto

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our 
coverage or on issues of local interest.

What do you think? How can citizens more 
effectively help police combat muggings and 
burglaries?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweek-
ly.com or shorter comments to readerwire@paweekly.com. Include 
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable con-
tent, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will gener-
ally not be accepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, 
Town Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.
com. Read blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions 
with you neighbors any time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a grant-
ing of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing 
Co. to also publish it online, including in our online archives and as a 
post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Assistant to 
the Editor Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Letters

Editorials, letters and opinions

The Weekly recommends …
A summary of recommendations for the Nov. 4 election

Editorial
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 What eating behaviors have you changed to be more environmentally conscious?
Asked around University and Hamilton Avenues in downtown Palo Alto. Interviews by Rachel Palmer. Photographs by Veronica Weber.

Daniel Chui
Banker
Webster Street, Palo Alto

“I’m not particularly picky, there’s no 
game plan with food. I’m not pro-or-
ganic or against it, it’s just expensive. 
I go where the prices are good and 
sometimes it’s organic.”

Rob Carpenter
Student
Scentre Street, Mountain View

“I like to go to go Trader Joe’s because 
they’re trying to be green. We use 
green bags, too. Also, I love Nalgene 
bottles because they’re efficient and 
you don’t have to buy bottles all the 
time. 

Alexis Austin
Student
Broadway Avenue, Redwood City

“I buy all my veggies at the Farmer’s 
Market so I don’t have to pay for the 
shipping or gas costs that go into de-
livering to the stores.”

Mark Gonzales
Bartender at Mantra
Sherman Street, San Jose

“I make more healthy choices. I’m not 
completely vegetarian but but defi-
nitely animal-rights conscious and try 
to eat organic.”

Soctt Herscher
Software Engineer
Homer Street, Palo Alto 

“None. I’m a vegetarian and eat at 
Whole Foods all the time. I’m already 
conscious.”

by Alison Cormack

I support Measure N because it is a rea-
sonable plan to fix our embarrassing 
libraries. And, it’s past time to renew our 

libraries in this city!
Our libraries are heavily used, even in this 

era of computers and 
the Internet. Our cir-
culation is up 45 per-
cent in the past seven 
years and totaled 1.5 
million books, DVDs 
and other materials 
in the last fiscal year. 
Our five libraries 
have 2,400 visitors 
every day.

Yet our two pri-
mary libraries opened 
in 1958. Main and Mitchell were built with 
proceeds from a bond passed in 1956. They 
were under construction in 1957, the year 
that Sputnik was launched and Fairchild 
Semiconductor was founded. 

If you think about how much has changed 
in the world and Silicon Valley since 1957, 
and you know that our libraries have essen-
tially stayed the same, you can appreciate the 
problem we have. 

We’ve got Sputnik-era libraries in the age 
of the iPod and Google.

What do our neighbors provide? Since 
Measure D failed in 2002, the following 
communities have built new libraries: San 
Francisco, Millbrae, Belmont, San Mateo, 
Redwood City, Santa Clara, Saratoga, Cu-
pertino, San Jose and Morgan Hill. Our city 
auditor determined that our “cramped and 
dilapidated” library facilities are in poor 
condition and the worst in the area.

What does Measure N do? More than 90 
percent of the money will be used to build a 
new, energy-efficient Mitchell Park Library 
and Community Center and renovate and 
modestly expand Main Library. Downtown 
Library will also be renovated using Mea-
sure N funds. (Children’s Library has al-
ready been renovated and expanded and Col-
lege Terrace will be renovated and brought 
up to code next year using city funds.) For 
detailed plans, please visit www.betterlibrar-
iesforpaloalto.com. 

How much does it cost? The median as-
sessed home in Palo Alto will pay $139 a 
year. After the federal income-tax deduction, 
that’s about a latte a week to bring all of our 
libraries into the 21st century. (The tax is 
assessed at $28.74 per $100,000 of assessed 

value). It is a 30-year bond to raise up to $76 
million, and works just like the school bond 
passed in June or a home mortgage.

Will we get more books and services? 
The bond will give us room for 70,000 more 
books at Mitchell Park, which will be avail-
able to everyone in the city with the click of 
a mouse. We’ll also get three kinds of spaces 
we don’t have today: 

1) Small rooms where students can prepare 
oral presentations, tutors can work with Eng-
lish language learners, and entrepreneurs can 
collaborate on new business plans. 

2) Computer training rooms where classes 

Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise

by Richard C.Placone

T he Palo Alto Weekly in endorsing Mea-
sure N concludes that with all of its 
flaws this is a now-or-never proposal 

and to have improved libraries in our lifetime 
we must vote Yes. This is a scare tactic if I 
ever heard one.

Those of us opposing 
Measure N are doing 
so for one primary rea-
son: We believe it is fis-
cally irresponsible and 
echoes the general mis-
management of public 
funds under the control 
of our City Council. We 
are not opposed to li-
braries. We would sup-
port a library bond — 
even one of $76 million dollars plus interest 
— if the proposal included closing little-used 
branches, a modern technology plan to meet 
the needs of our children and grandchildren, 
devoted the funds to the improvement of the 
library system, and a detailed plan specify-
ing ALL available public spaces in the city, 
including schools, private developments and 
community centers. 

The issue of the branches is important. 
Claims are being made that Palo Alto resi-
dents insist on having all its branches, yet sur-
veys carried out by the library itself show that 
of all library users, only 6.3 percent use the 
College Terrace branch, while 9.8 percent use 
the downtown branch. 

Even the Weekly in its excellent summary of 
the history of the branches illustrates that the 
subject has been contentious for many years. 
The single exception to the branch system 

is the recently upgraded Children’s Library, 
which should remain as a special library de-
voted to the specific needs of young children. 
Library directors, council members, and even 
members of the Library Advisory Commis-
sion and Friends of the Palo Alto Libraries 
agree that operating five branches is costly 
and inefficient — yet the council has been un-
willing to follow the lead of the experts.

College Terrace, Downtown and Mitchell 
Park could remain as local community cen-
ters. As of now, none are adequate libraries 
or community centers. These sites could be 
renovated with general funds, and not bond 
money, over the next few years, with Mitchell 
Park in particular becoming a fully expand-
ed community and teen center without new 
buildings.

Moreover, the current branch system is 
grossly unfair to the large majority of resi-
dents, in that only small numbers of us are ac-
tually within reasonable walking distance of 
any library branch. We’d all be better served 
with a library bookmobile operating out of a 
single fully complete library, as is being suc-
cessfully done in Mountain View.

I asked a former council member if Mea-
sure N was going to give us five “Centers of 
Library Excellence,” meaning would all five 
branches become complete libraries with each 

Measure N won’t provide better librariesIt’s long past time to renew libraries

(continued on page 21) (continued on page 21)

Guest Opinion

We’ve got Sputnik-era 
libraries in the age of the 
iPod and Google.

Those of us opposing 
Measure N are saying that 
the time has come for Palo 
Alto to ... give residents a 
single superb library.
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Th e kind of moment you’ll always remember.

*FHA fi nancing available at select communities with maximum loan amount of $729,750 with 3.5% down payment. Homecoming Celebration fi nancing special available for new contracts with 30-day close of escrow with fi nancing 
provided by SummerHill Homes preferred lender. Funds available under the special fi nancing programs are limited. Not all buyers may qualify for special fi nancing. See a Sales Counselor for terms and conditions of special fi nancing 
programs. SummerHill Homes reserves the right to change or withdraw these promotions at any time without notice. Promotions must be mentioned at time of contract and are not valid on lot or community transfers, plan changes or 
in conjunction with any other promotion. Prices, specifi cations, availability are subject to change at any time without notice and is available from 10/10/08 through 11/10/08. *Tax credit of up to $7,500 available to qualifi ed fi rst-time 
homebuyers. Qualifi cation for tax credit based upon fi rst-time homebuyer status, income, purchase price of home and other IRS qualifi cations. See www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com for details. This information is provided for general 
awareness only, and is not intended for the purpose of providing legal, accounting, tax advice or consulting of any kind. Please consult with your tax professional for complete details.

SummerHill Homes

october  –november 

SummerHill Homes
HOMECOMING

CELEBRATIONLIMITED-TIME 
FINANCING OPTIONS.
Come home to SummerHill Homes.  ECHELON

Palo Alto, Condominiums
From the $700,000s

LANE WOODS
Menlo Park, Single-Family Homes
From the $1,000,000s

MERIMONT
San Bruno, Single-Family Homes 
From the $900,000s

PARK STATION
So. San Francisco, Condominiums
From the $300,000s

PARKWOOD
San Jose, Condominiums
From the $500,000s

ROSEWOOD
Fremont, Duets and 
Single-Family Homes
From the $500,000s

TALAVERA
Union City, Single-Family Homes
From the $800,000s

VILLAGE SQUARE
San Jose, Condominiums
From the $500,000s

Life should be spent in a home you love. That’s why 
SummerHill Homes is offering special fi nancing options to 
make homebuying easy during our Homecoming Celebration.  

$10,000 Closing Cost Credit or 30-year Fixed Rate or
2/1 Interest Rate Buydown or Tax Credit*

Remember: Prices are the most affordable in years. Interest 
rates are appealing. Let’s talk. We’ll help you select the incentive 
that’s right for you, so you can start enjoying life’s memorable 
moments in a home you’ll love to own for years to come. 

SummerHillHomecoming.com
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Spectrum

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

specializing in 

new construction, 

additions and remodels

CUSTOM CABINETMAKERS

specializing in 

residential cabinetry 

and furniture

2570 leghorn street, unit d, 

mountain view ca 94043

mmfww.com

650-960-3447

on the library’s databases and the 
Internet can be offered to help 
with genealogy research, students’ 
homework, travel planning, and 
much more. 

3) A larger program room at 
Main and Mitchell that is available 
for author lectures and other com-
munity events.

What can’t the bond pay for? 
By law, bond funds cannot pay for 
staff, books, computers, furniture 
or maintenance. The Palo Alto 
Library Foundation is laying the 
groundwork to spearhead a private 
fundraising campaign to fill the li-
brary with the books, furniture and 
computers we will need. The City 
Council will use general funds to 
pay for the staff and utilities costs. 
The Council understands this bud-

get challenge and has repeatedly 
supported this plan unanimously.

Those 1,200 orange lawn signs 
you see all over town are the result 
of months of outreach at events, the 
work of our schools team and the 
word-of-mouth effect from more 
than 25 presentations I have made 
in neighborhoods across the city. 
Our endorsement list of more than 
1,100 supporters includes a wide 
range of organizations such as the 
Chamber of Commerce, Friends 
of PreSchool Family, Friends of 
the Palo Alto Library, Addison El-
ementary PTA, the Palo Alto Rec-
reation Foundation, the Gunn High 
School Parent Teacher Student 

Association, the Chinese American 
Librarians Association, and Stan-
ford University. 

This tremendous support dem-
onstrates how committed this city 
is to renewing our libraries.It has 
been an honor to be the chair of 
this important campaign and I ask 
for your “yes” vote on Measure N. 

Please join our team and make 
better libraries for Palo Alto a real-
ity on Nov. 4. 

Alison Cormack is chair of the 
Better Libraries for Palo Alto 
campaign and also the President 
of the Palo Alto Library Founda-
tion. She can be e-mailed at acor-
mack@sbcglobal.net.

having all the amenities of a state-
of-the-art library? He could not or 
would not answer the question. 

Those of us opposing Measure N 
are saying that the time has come 
for Palo Alto to step up to the plate 
and give residents a single superb 
library — not continue along the 
path of mediocrity with plans and 
programs that are from the past. The 
No on Measure N website (www.
paloaltansforcommonsense.com) 
offers several videos, ideas and in-
formation how this might become 
so, with supporting data.

As for the claim that this is a 
once-in-a-lifetime chance, that is 
bunk. What is needed is council and 
staff leadership and no more “fol-
lowship.” Leadership is sadly lack-
ing in our city, as illustrated by the 
serious infrastructure deficiencies 
totaling a half billion dollars per 
the city manager’s report, obscene 
bonuses paid to managers for mere 
satisfactory performance, utility and 
theater operational scandals, inac-
tion on the San Francisquito Creek 
flooding problem and more. 

In addition, we face funding for an 
$80 million public safety building; 
we have just approved a $378 million 
dollar school bond. Even the City of 
Palo Alto needs to be concerned 
about funding all of these needs. 

With real leadership and public 
education to its benefits for the en-
tire city, we could be offered a li-
brary bond that we believe a very 
large majority of voters would ap-
prove and it could be done in rea-
sonable time, well within the life-
times of most of us. 

We have a new, progressive city 
manager. I’ll bet he could come up 
with a viable plan that would well 
serve the community for the next 
50 years.

For these reasons, Measure N is 
NOT the way to go — vote No. 

Richard Placone is a 46-year 
resident of Palo Alto, with a back-
ground in health care management 
at Stanford University and with his 
own company. He is a Barron Park 
resident, and was active in the cre-
ation of Bol Park and annexation 
of Barron Park to Palo Alto. He 
can be e-mailed at rcplacone@ 
sbcglobal.net.

Yes on N
(continued from page 19)

No on N
(continued from page 19)

Every doctor, every diagnostic tool, 
every caregiver in the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation is here because 
of you, for you. We’re here to keep 
you uncommonly healthy and happy. 
And, if ever you need it, more than 
800 doctors are available in Santa 
Cruz, San Mateo, Alameda and 
Santa Clara counties. Each one, part 
of an intelligent medical practice 
with a commitment to improving 
the way health care is delivered.

 pamf.org/thepulse

Learn more at
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cardiac monitor, proce-
dure boxes and trauma 
cart. 

“It takes a lot of work, 
logistics and team ef-
fort,” said Dr. David 
Spain, the Hospital’s 
Chief of Trauma, 
Emergency and Criti-
cal Care Surgery. It 
also takes speed, skill, 
judgment, timing and 
collaboration, added 
trauma center program 
manager Janet Neff, a 
veteran of 20 years in 
emergency and trauma 
care. 

Norris has frequent re-
minders of the impact 
of the space squeeze. 
When the Hospital 
does not have beds im-
mediately available 
for emergency patients 
and the 11-bed unit 
is full, not only must 
new trauma patients 
be diverted, but Norris 
also knows that there 

are people in the waiting room who 
will get tired of waiting and leave. 

“We have a phenomenal team that 
really cares about our patients,” 
Norris said, but the crowding and 
the waiting upsets patients and 
their families. It takes an emo-
tional toll on the staff, too, he said. 
“They know how hard they are 
working, but sometimes it’s very 
hard for patients to come away 
feeling satisfied about the overall 
experience.”

Promise of Renewal 
Norris and Spain are eager to 
move into a new, three times larger 
Emergency Department that will 
be part of the new Stanford Hospi-
tal, which will have the capacity to 
respond to a surge of patients from 
a natural or man-made disaster. 

Myron Hollister is at home again, 
still a bit stiff and tolerating the 
pain of his still-healing ribs. Those 
are “coming along quite nicely,” he 
said. His family is pressuring him, 
as is his doctor, not to get another 
bike.

patient’s injuries are of the most 
severe kind, treatment at Stan-
ford raises that survival rate to 83 
percent compared to the national 
average of about 68 percent. And 
Hollister is one of the 21 percent of 
Stanford’s Emergency Department 
patients who come from either Palo 
Alto or East Palo Alto, brought by 
ambulance or coming directly from 
their homes.

Stanford’s Emergency Department 
is also certified as a Level 1 pe-
diatric trauma center, one of only 
a few in California. About one in 
four of Stanford’s emergency pa-
tients are children.

Several years before Linda Hol-
lister got the phone call about her 
husband’s crash, she’d paid a cou-
ple of visits to Stanford for emer-
gency treatment for two of their 
children. “And I was glad then, too, 
for Stanford’s closeness,” she said. 
The Hollisters have lived in Palo 
Alto since the 1960s.

Creative Logistics Can’t Always 
Beat Frustrating Space Crunch 

After his swift initial evaluation 
and treatment, Myron Hollister 
came up against both the Hospi-
tal’s and the Emergency Depart-
ment’s space crunch. No bed was 
then available for him in the Hos-
pital, nor was one to be had within 
the core Emergency Department. 
He was wheeled off to wait in a 
nearby 11-bed care unit, a coping 
strategy in response to a land-
locked department that already 
has seven patient beds in its hall-
ways. The Emergency Department 
typically runs at 90 percent of its 
capacity and its treatment rooms 
can quickly become as densely 
packed as a rush hour train car, 
especially when a trauma patient 
arrives. As many as 10 people will 
speed into a space no bigger than 
a typical bedroom, one already 
congested by built-in cabinets. It 
becomes denser still when the es-
sential tools of emergency care 
must also be squeezed in – IV pole, 

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiac care, cancer 
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among “America’s Best Hospitals” by U.S. News 
and World Report, Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs into the care of 
patients. The Hospital is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford.

After The 
Worst Happens:
Top Care Is Right At Hand 
But Pressed to Limits 
Myron Hollister is a lucky man. 
Lucky enough to survive being hit 
hard by a car while riding his bi-
cycle. Lucky to have been injured 
less than a 10-minute drive from 
the Stanford Hospital & Clinics 
Emergency Department. And lucky 
enough to arrive there on a quiet 
morning. 

Hollister, 75, was quickly evalu-
ated. He’d come away from the 
crash with five broken ribs, a 
punctured lung, a concussion, 
sprained shoulder and very nasty 
cuts and scrapes on his hands. His 
treatment proceeded quickly and 
deliberately.

“Everyone was very calm,’’ said 
Hollister’s wife Linda. “Everything 
was very efficient.”

A week later, the Emergency De-
partment was a very different 
place. A truck whose brakes had 
failed plowed into a car in the 
parking lot of a local grocery store. 
One person was fatally injured. 
Three others suffered serious in-
juries. They were all brought to 

Stanford, the only Level 1 Trauma 
Center between San Jose and San 
Francisco.

More Patients, Same Space 
“Right before that happened, we 
had two motorcycle crashes come 
in, one with a cracked liver. Then 
immediately afterwards, gunshot 
wounds came in,” said Dr. Bob 
Norris, who heads the Hospital’s 
Division of Emergency Medicine. 
“We provided excellent medi-
cal care, but our resources were 
stretched absolutely to the max. 
We had to take care of trauma 
patients in rooms that weren’t 
designed for trauma care. If that 
accident had been twice as big, it 
would have been nearly impossible 
for us to have dealt with that.” 

When Norris 
talks about 
stretched re-
sources, he 
means square 
feet more than 
medical staff. 
Built in 1976, 
the Emergency 
Department, 
where the 
trauma center 
operates, now 
handles more 
than 46,000 
annual visits 
in a space de-
signed for less 
than half that 
number. Over 

the course of 24 hours, between 
five and six trauma patients will 
arrive. Overall, patient arrivals at 
Stanford’s Emergency Department 
are going up by about five percent 
each year.

Being Best Under 
Any Condition 

What also stresses 
the current space 
is Stanford’s sta-
tus as a Level 1 
Trauma Center. 
That is the highest 
care quality desig-
nation achievable, 
but it also means 
Stanford is ready 
to treat the most 
seriously injured 
patients, like Hol-
lister. One of every 
three people who 
arrive at Stanford 
requires admission 
to the Hospital. 
The national av-
erage of hospital 
admissions at non-
trauma emergency 
centers is just 13 
percent. 

As a Level 1 Trau-
ma Center, Stan-
ford is required by 
the Santa Clara 
County Emergency 
Medical Services 
Agency and the 
American College 
of Surgeons (ACS) 
to meet a long list 
of care criteria. It 
must have 24/7 
availability of re-
suscitation equip-
ment, specially 
trained trauma 
surgeons, other 
medical specialists 
in anesthesiology, 
orthopedics, neuro-
surgery and other 
fields, including 
nursing. The cen-
ter must also serve 
as a regional re-
source and provide 
leadership in edu-
cation, research 
and system plan-
ning.

special feature

One room, three beds, dozens of carts, built-ins and shelves equals very cramped 
quarters.

“ We provided excellent 
medical care, but our 
resources were stretched 
absolutely to the max.”

– Dr. Bob Norris, Chief of the Hospital’s 
Division of Emergency Medicine

After Myron Hollister, 75,  was hit hard by a car while on his bike just a few blocks 
from his Palo Alto home, he went straight to the highest degree of emergency care at  
Stanford Hospital’s Level 1 Trauma Center.
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Linda Hollister is very happy to have her husband on the mend.
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What can you do to prevent a visit 
to the Emergency Department? 
One of the most common reasons people come to a 
hospital for emergency care is a fall. The SHC Trauma 
Center created a Farewell to Falls program to help seniors 
avoid falls. Falls can be prevented by balance, mobility 
and strength training programs geared specifically at 
averting falls, medication review and home modifications. 
For more information on the program, phone (650) 724-
9369. For a list of other prevention and safety programs, 
visit www.stanfordhospital.com, select Clinical Services, 
then A-Z guide and click on “T” and select “trauma 
services.”

INSIDE STANFORD’S 
EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT
Key facts:
•  Stanford is the only Level 1 Trauma Center 

between San Francisco and San Jose

•  One in five patients is from Palo Alto or East Palo Alto

•  One in four patients is a child

•  Treatment at a trauma center improves survival 
by 20 to 25 percent

•  Survival rate for most severely injured or ill patients 
is 83 percent. National average is 68 percent

What is trauma?
Traumatic injuries are the leading cause of death in 
Americans over one year of age but under age 45. The 
following conditions require trauma care:

•  penetrating injuries to head, neck, chest, back, 
abdomen, groin or extremities near elbow or knee

•  suspected pelvic fracture

•  been in an automobile crash with speed over 40 mph

•  been a pedestrian hit by a car going greater than 
20 mph

•  fall of more than 15 feet if an adult

In its most recent review of Stan-
ford, the ACS team gave it perfect 
scores in all 176 criteria.

Comfortingly Close 
The benefit to Stanford’s neighbor-
ing communities is clear: Being 
treated at a trauma center im-
proves a patient’s chances of sur-
vival by 20 to 25 percent. And if a 

“ It takes a lot of work, 
logistics and team effort.”

– Dr. David Spain, Chief of the 
Hospital’s Trauma, Emergency 

and Critical Care Surgery Program

Computers are as close as can be to save space, but when all are in use, 
there’s not much room for their users.

Treatment rooms are already packed with equipment and supplies – 
add a patient and medical staff  and there’s not much room to spare.

When shifts change, the only place for updates is between two 
doorways.

N
orbert von der G

roeben
N

orbert von der G
roeben

N
orbert von der G

roeben

Landlocked and 
always growing...
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The power of food
L ou Ann Glader handed over a $20 bill at the California Avenue 

Farmers’ Market in exchange for a locally raised rotisserie 
chicken earlier this month. Hot off the spit, the juicy bird siz-

zled, filling the air with an herby aroma. Glader stuffed the chicken 
into a cloth grocery bag, nestling it in among her other purchases 
of ripe organic produce.

“I live to buy locally,” she said.
Choosing food from the local radius allows Glader to have a better 

handle on what she’s putting into her body — and how her choices 
affect the environment, she said.

While harkening back to days of yore, farmers’ markets today are 
part of an ever-expanding movement that is injecting social con-
science into people’s dietary choices.

In the Bay Area, and in Palo Alto in particular, consumers are 
buying food based not just on eye-appeal or convenience but on the 
effects their choices have on the world, from global warming, fuel 
costs and environmental preservation to fair-trade wages and an ar-
ray of social issues.

“Food is a choice we make three times a day. It has a huge impact 
on social and environmental justice in the world. It’s a really pow-
erful way to make a difference,” said Susan Stansbury, executive 
director of Conexions, a Palo Alto nonprofit. 

The group runs Valley of Heart’s Delight, a project that teaches 
about local, seasonal and organic food choices, and Getting Go-
ing Growing, a schoolyard garden program in Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties.

Others have been quickly climbing on board. 
More than 60,000 people attended September’s Slow Food Nation 

gathering in San Francisco, which focused on cultural, local and 
socially responsible eating.

Last year, Debra Satz, a Stanford University associate professor of 
philosophy, decided to host a series of lectures, “Ethics of Food and 

the Environment.” She expected to attract only a handful of academ-
ics, but 500 people showed up for every lecture. 

When famed food reformer Michael Pollan spoke, 2,000 people 
turned out, she said. The series was so popular it is now in its second 
year.

And witness Pollan’s Oct. 12 open letter in the New York Times to 
the yet-to-be-chosen next United States president, in which he called 
for the transformation of the entire American food system.

Closer to home, attendance at the Valley of Heart’s Delight’s “100-
mile Thanksgiving” dinner, in which all food originates from within 
a 100-mile radius, is expected to double to 80 people this year. In 
2007, the event sold out three weeks in advance, Stansbury said. 

“A typical ingredient in a modern meal travels at least 1,500 miles 
from farm to plate,” she said, noting the environmental impacts of 
transporting food.

Other ways that people are getting involved include starting garden 
co-ops, visiting and supporting local farms and talking with fisher-
men about the impact of land use on food sources.

For those inclined to get their food even more locally, the Valley 
of Heart’s Delight is also planning to start a chicken-coop co-op in 
2009. Palo Alto residents can have six hens, but no roosters, accord-
ing to city ordinances. 

W hen Conexions (then Foundation for a Global Community) 
started in 1999, eating locally was an avant-garde idea, 
Stansbury said. 

“We asked the question, ‘What do we need for a sustainable re-
gion?’ The general populous didn’t see a connection between food 
and ethics,” she said.

But books such as “Animal, Vegetable, Miracle” by Barbara King-
solver and Pollan’s “In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto” and 
“The Omnivore’s Dilemma” have helped raise public interest in food 

As part of new food movement, more consumers consider ethics  
when choosing what to eat

by Sue Dremann

Lou Ann Glader, right, visits the California Avenue Farmers’ Market on Sundays to buy rotisserie chicken that Oscar Privado, left, and his coworker Paul Kuria sell.
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consciousness, she said.
The level of interest has surprised academics like Stanford’s Satz.
“‘What’s for dinner, dear?’ is a moral question. Food is shot through 

with ethics issues, but no one’s talking about the myriad ways that we’re 
engaged in moral choices. We get great pleasure from food, but it does 
involve more choices — of being more reflective and getting people to 
think, ‘Here’s a decision, not just a taste resource for food consump-
tion,’” she said.

“At the risk of sounding corny, people have been hungry for this.”
Rob Reich, a political theorist and director of the Program in Ethics 

in Society at Stanford, found “The Omnivore’s Dilemma” and Peter 
Singer’s “The Ethics of What We Eat — Why Our Food Choices Mat-
ter” a springboard for thought beyond vegetarianism, which he viewed 
as an exhausted argument. 

Vegetarianism addressed ethical issues of the treatment of animals and 
impacts on the environment but failed to connect with the mass public.

“I thought, ‘Now I understand that it’s not just ethical. It’s about what 
choices we make collectively,’” said Reich, whose course is called “Food 
and Politics.” More than 100 students apply to take the class when it’s 
offered.

“Simply making different choices as individuals is important, but we 
can’t limit what we do to our consumption choices. ... There has to be 
political action at the same time. One thing I’ve taken to heart is that at 
book signings, Pollan signs books, ‘Vote with your fork,’” Reich said.

Reich acknowledges that the issue of food, and its impact, could be 
overwhelming. 

“There are so many ways of coming at it,” he said. 
But if approaches like vegetarianism are about adhering to a strict 

regimen, and thus daunting to many, the new food movement is more 
forgiving — and flexible.

“What you should care about here isn’t absolute fidelity. If you do, then 
when you can’t achieve it, you will feel awful about yourself — or give 

up. ... Aim for moral decency, which allows you to be a flawed person 
without feeling like a failed project,” he said.

Stansbury agreed.
“It’s incremental. We ask people to try to make positive changes in 

what they eat. If you eat meat, eat less of it. Go to the farmers’ market. 
Shop there. Make an effort to source your food locally,” she said.

There may be no more local source than one’s backyard, and thanks to 
a Valley of Heart’s Delight initiative, dozens of Barron Park neighbors 
have taken up that form of “eating locally.”

The group started neighborhood gardening circles eight years ago that 
have become so popular that three now function in Barron Park with as 
many as 22 people per group. A fourth circle is about to get started, ac-
cording to Mark Georgia, a member of the first gardening circle.

Georgia’s home garden sprawls across his front yard, where trellised 
4-foot-long Tromboncino squashes mingle with beans, tomatoes and 
greens. He’s starting an orchard on the side of the house. And a few years 
ago, he added a neighborhood garden bed where a boy and his father 
come to plant and harvest vegetables.

It’s not unusual for Georgia to find people sitting in his garden porch 
under the pink bougainvillea, taking in the ambience of the vegetables 
and flowers and the insects and birds attracted there, he said.

Georgia discovered the benefits of local eating by having it shoved 
down his throat, he said.

Thirty years ago, a landlord in Princeton, N.J. forced Georgia to plant 
a garden at the home he was renting.

Georgia balked, but the landlord, an avid gardener, insisted.
“After a bite of my first homegrown tomato, I was hooked. I’ve had 

gardens everywhere I’ve lived,” Georgia said.
“The big thing now is sustainability. You can have an organic garden, 

but you have to build sustainability into it,” said Georgia, who seeks 
ways to create his own compost and to produce as much sustenance for 

Clockwise, from top left: Paul Kuria switches the racks of rotisserie chicken at the California Avenue Farmers’ Market; Debra Satz, associate professor of  
Philosophy at Stanford University who lectures on ethical food choices, stands before a mural of poppies on California Avenue; Susan Stansbury, executive  
director of Conexions, pauses beside a bed of winter greens and veggies at the community Midtown garden; and organic tomatoes from Early Girl Farms are  
offered at the California Avenue Farmers’ Market.

(continued next page)
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the garden on his property as pos-
sible.

Georgia said the rocky economy 
is influencing the food movement as 
well, not just ethics. 

“You’re hearing the terms ‘victory 
gardens’ and ‘Depression gardens’ 
now,” he said.

Ann Burrell, who is helping to 
start the fourth garden circle, thinks 
the local-food movement is more 
than just a fad. The confluence of 
multiple socio-economic ideas is 
contributing to the sustainability of 
a movement with far-reaching im-
plications, she said.

“It’s not just one thing, but a lot 
of different things all together. I’m 
hearing the same issues. When 
people start thinking the same way, 
things start happening,” she said.

I f responsibility — or guilt — is 
at the heart of some of the mo-
tivation of ethical food choices, 

pleasure is bringing them to new 
audiences.

The Slow Food Movement has 
combined a love of local, artisanal 
food with moral consciousness. It 
was no coincidence that the Slow 
Food Nation event, a major gather-
ing of slow foodies, took place in 
San Francisco this year, according 
to Ann Duwe, a leadership-team 
member of Silicon Valley Slow 
Food.

“The issue of labor and social jus-
tice came up again and again. ... You 
couldn’t have an organization based 
on sustainable foods without a fair 
return to the farmer. ... Whatever 
job is along the cycle, from earth 
to table, people need to be fairly 
treated and fairly paid,” she said of 
the group’s evolution from its public 
perception as a gourmet-food club to 
a movement with ethical concerns.

The Slow Food movement began 
in 1986, when an Italian named 
Carlo Petrini became disgusted with 
the American fast-food industry’s 
erosion of the local culture. Petrini 
organized a rebellion against build-
ing a McDonald’s near the Spanish 
steps in Rome. Protesters armed 
themselves with bowls of pasta.

Three years later, the Internation-
al Slow Food Movement renounced 
the pace of “fast life” and the fast 
food that is its consequence. The 
organization issued a manifesto, 
calling for protection of local econ-
omies and the preservation of local 
gastronomic traditions. It advocated 
ecological consumerism and a re-
turn to traditional recipes, food and 
wines.

The movement has grown to more 
than 75,000 people, forming chap-
ters throughout the world.

Duwe traveled to the Italian town 
of Bra in 1999 to join the Slow Food 
trend. 

“I arrived on the opening day of 
Slow Cheese. The tiny town was 
covered with white umbrellas under 
which were the most amazing array 
of artisanal cheeses that were very 
local to a particular region of Italy,” 
she said.

Duwe has organized progressive 
dinners, where groups explore one 
local food source after another, 
learning about the farmers, ranchers 

and fishermen and eating along the 
way. On Oct. 12, the group toured 
the San Mateo County coast, meet-
ing a fisherman and learning about 
how changes people make on land 
can affect the fish.

Duwe’s group has also visited a 
farmstead that makes quiche, honey 
and hand-made cheese. A cow pro-
vides fresh milk and chickens; geese 
and ducks lay eggs for sale.

Duwe said she was inspired by the 
book “Deep Economy: The Wealth 
of Communities and the Durable 
Future,” by Bill McKibben, who 
chronicled his year of living locally 
in Vermont.

“I thought, ‘Why aren’t all of us 
doing that here?’ ... I was amazed 
by how he discovered how many 
edibles there were within 100 miles 
[in Vermont, where there is a short 
growing season]. And we could be 
doing the same here,” she said.

I f anyone doubts the effectiveness 
of conscientious eating, they 
need look no further than back 

at the farmers’ market, where sup-
porting local farmers is beginning 
to have an appreciable change.

San Luis Obispo County rancher 
Bob Blanchard and his wife, Terri, 
have switched from the factory-farm 
model to organic and ecologically 
sustainable ranching. 

The couple used to poison the flies 
in their pastures to keep them from 
bothering the cows, but then, they 
learned, the insects are the chief 
food of tree swallows, the popula-
tions of which were diminishing. 
And the swallows are the chief food 
of two pairs of peregrine falcons 
that nest on the Blanchards’ prop-
erty. Without the swallows — and a 
lot of them — the falcons could not 
reproduce. 

“To lay two eggs and raise two 
chicks, a peregrine falcon will kill 
2,000 birds in a season,” he said.

Since he’s switched to organic 
ranching methods, the birds have 
been coming back, he said.

“The wildlife has become so 
amazing. The birds and the diver-
sity of the population of birds are 
unbelievable,” he said.

And shoppers are clamoring to his 
California Avenue Farmers’ Mar-
ket stand to purchase steaks, pork, 
lamb or goat meat from the organic 
rancher.

“It tastes just amazing,” Clarina 
Bradshaw said, forking over $12 for 
a steak.

The Blanchards display a binder 
of photographs of their Old Creek 
Ranch in their booth. Cows gaze 
lazily at the camera lens on wind-
swept bluffs above the Pacific coast. 
But it’s the other critters of which 
the Blanchards are most proud and 
best show the fruit of the ethical-
food movement: Foxes slinking in 
the grass and numerous birds of 
prey perched on fence posts and fly-
ing over the open fields. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be e-mailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

The power of food
(continued from previous page)

Clockwise, from top left: Barron Park resident Mark Georgia fills 
his compost bin with soil and food scraps that take about a month 
to break down before the compost is distributed in the garden; this 
trombone squash in Georgia’s front garden will grow to 4 feet; 
Georgia converted his front yard into a garden that grows fruits, 
vegetables and herbs.

Bob and Terri Blanchard, 
left, of Old Creek Farms 
in Cayucos, Calif., sell 
organic grass-fed beef, 
as well as orange juice, 
jams and meat stock for 
cooking, at the California 
Avenue Farmers’ Market 
on Sundays.  

‘Food is a choice we make three times a day. It has a huge impact on 
social and environmental justice in the world. It’s a really  

powerful way to make a difference.’
— Susan Stansbury, executive director of Conexions
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

by Rebecca Wallace

A t the end of a long Atherton drive-
way, Arthur Krakower seems to 
find perfect tranquility among the 

art books and family photos in his garage 
studio. Jars of paintbrushes await his next 
move, along with canvases, palette knives 
and a sheaf of French drawing paper, soft 
as cotton.

“Doing art is a respite from this busy 
world,” Krakower says. “To be able to sit 
by yourself, alone, and create. It’s essential 
to our life.”

It’s a respite well earned. Although Kra-
kower has been a weekend painter for de-
cades, it was only after two other careers 

The ghost
     printOctogenarian artist mixes the bittersweet and the joyful in his work

in the 

that this octogenarian has devoted himself 
to painting, drawing and printmaking.

First, he was an executive at Macys for 
many years, but wasn’t ready to slow down 
when he hit the mandatory retirement age 
of 65. So he went into real estate in the 
‘80s.

When the call of art became too strong, 
Krakower’s life took another turn: He went 
back to school to study art at San Jose State 
University. Then at the age of 80 in 2001, 
he earned a master’s degree in painting and 
drawing from the California College of the 
Arts in San Francisco.

“I love doing art,” the courtly Krakower 

M
arjan Sadoughi
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arjan Sadoughi

M
arjan Sadoughi (continued on next page)

Below: Arthur Krakower enjoys one of the many pieces of 
art in his Atherton home, a painting by Tom Lieber. Right: 

In his studio, Krakower looks through his creations. The 
cheerful flower images are characteristic of his floral 

work. Bottom: The artist in a pensive moment.
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Arts & Entertainment

Nursery, Kindergarten & 1st Grade Open House

Saturday, Nov. 15 & Jan. 10, 10:00–11:30 a.m. Children welcome.

School Tours—Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.

Oct. 9, 16, Nov. 6, 20, Dec. 4, Jan. 8 and 15. Parents only, please.

For an appointment, please call ext

says with a broad smile and a New 
York accent. “It’s better than play-
ing golf.”

Krakower’s art has been warm-
ly received in the creative world. 
People taken with his work include 
Palo Alto’s Paula Kirkeby, who has 
shown his prints at her Smith An-
dersen Editions gallery. His work 
is also in the permanent collection 
of the de Saisset Museum at Santa 
Clara University.

In downtown Palo Alto, Mahmut 
Keskekci rarely holds exhibits at 
his RS Gallery — he says it’s much 
easier to earn a living doing quality 
framing than selling expensive art. 
But this fall he’s giving Krakower 
a solo show.

Although the exhibit doesn’t of-
ficially open until Oct. 30, Krakow-
er’s oil paintings and monotypes al-
ready fill the gallery walls. Earlier 
this month, Keskekci said: “I sold 
21 pieces already. In the past, if we 
sold four or five in a show, it’s a suc-
cess.”

Keskekci’s exuberance bursts out 
as he gives a visitor a tour of the 40-
some works. “This makes you so 
happy,” he says, adjusting the cheer-
ful “Flowers in the Castle” canvas. 
Holding his heart, he adds, “Living 
with these pieces for two months (in 
the gallery) is just a bonus.”

Keskekci says he’s drawn to the 
innocence of the work, the bold 
strokes that leave thick layers of 
oil paint and reveal many colors in 
their depths. The confident hues, 
especially in the many images of 
flowers and nature, remind him of 
Matisse. In “Peonies in a Vase,” the 
background could be mint-chip ice 
cream until Keskekci turns on a 
strong overhead light; then lavender 
shimmers in the pale green.

Many of Krakower’s works have 
this hopeful, bright feeling. Titles 
include “The Geraniums Were 
There When We Fell In Love” and 

“What A Great Day.” “Flowers On 
the Road to Rome” and “The Gar-
den At Beaulieu,” of course, are in-
spired by his travels, and “Smile” 
is named for the song in the sound-
track of the Charlie Chaplin film 
“Modern Times.”

But there are also ghosts in his 
art. One type of specter is merely 
an art term. When Krakower makes 
his monoprints, he does a painting 
on a piece of plexiglass, then prints 
it onto a piece of paper. Whatever 
paint is left on the plexiglass can be 
used to make a second and some-
times even a third print: a ghost. 
Several ghosts are up at RS Gal-
lery.

To demonstrate, Keskekci points 
to both the original and the ghost of 
“Women In the Garden,” one vivid, 
the other shadowy. Both can have 
appeal, he says. “I like the ghost 
better. It’s very mystical to me,” he 
says. “There’s less paint, and it’s 
less defined.”

Krakower also delves into the 
past. Ghostly family figures from 
his childhood are common sub-
jects, with the ocean a regular back-
ground. When he was 10 years old, 
the family moved from Manhattan 
to Long Beach, New York, trans-
planting a city kid to a wide-open 
world. Perhaps that’s why flowers 
recur so often in his work. Flowers, 
he says, represent more than blos-
soms; outside the urban grit, they 
were “an introduction to life.”

In his studio, Krakower recalls 
the move with pleasure. “I found out 
I could run. I found out I was fast,” 
he says. “When you’re 10 years old, 
it’s like a new awakening in life.” 
Happiness is blue water in “A Sum-
mer Day At Long Beach,” and his 
family is all vivid stripes and old-
fashioned bathing suits.

But another painting, “Aunt Jean 
At Long Beach,” is melancholy, with 
the young Jean looking plaintively 
over her shoulder. Decades after her 
short life, she is a repeating motif 
in Krakower’s work. “Aunt Jean 
died of opium at age 30,” Krakower 

says.
He also notes, without pathos: 

“My father was a gambler; he wasn’t 
around much.” Instead, his uncle 
became a father figure, and one of 
Krakower’s paintings got named 
“Papa Never Came Home.”

“You’ve got to put out what you 
have in your heart,” Krakower 
says.

The artist’s influences are myri-
ad, stretching well past Matisse. A 
walk through the Atherton house 
where he lives with his wife — 
who is also named Jean — reveals 
works by Lichtenstein, Rauschen-
berg, Diebenkorn. One wall boasts 
a linocut print by Picasso that the 
couple bought in 1964.

“Imagine! A Picasso for 250 dol-
lars!” Krakower marvels.

Those influences are always fil-
tering in: Krakower can typically 
be found in his garage studio for 
three hours each day. He’s also fond 
of plein-air painting.

In September of 2007, when he 
was out painting at San Gregorio 
State Beach, two dogs knocked 
him over, and he injured his hip and 
back. That forced him to paint sit-
ting down for a number of months, 
and he concentrated on small oils 
and a lot of palette-knife work. Now 
Krakower is back up, and grateful 
for the chance to create art with-
out having to worry about making 
money at it.

“I’ve been lucky. I’ve had two ca-
reers I’ve loved,” he says. Then he 
looks at his collection of art books, 
picks up a Picasso volume, and is 
instantly lost in its pages. There’s 
still plenty of work to be done in 
career number three. 

What: “Wild and Lovely,” an 
exhibit of monotypes and oil 
paintings by Arthur Krakower
Where: RS Gallery & Framing, 
628 Emerson St., Palo Alto
When: An opening reception is 
set for Thursday, Oct. 30, from 
6 to 9 p.m., with the exhibit 
continuing through Dec. 24. 
(Many works by Krakower are 
already up.) Show hours are 
Monday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to www.rsgallerypa.
com or www.arthurkrakower.
com, or call 650-322-3330.

Arthur Krakower
(continued from previous page)

Today’s news, sports  
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily
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Arts & Entertainment
Eat.   Breathe.   Move.   Think.   Sleep.
 It sounds simple, doesn’t it?
Then why is it so hard to balance all fi ve?

Achieve optimum health and well-being with 
our customized total wellness boot camp

650.393.3833
www.thefoundationsprogram.com

FREE initial consultation!

Foundations
Purify. Strengthen. Restore.

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
Women Learning • Women Leading

Fall 2008 Open House Dates

To make a reservation or learn more 
 www.castilleja.org • 650.470.7733 • admission@castilleja.org

1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Celebrating a Century of Educating Girls

Upper School (grades 9-12)
Thursday, October 30
Sunday, December 7

Middle School (grades 6-8)
Sunday, November 9

W ow. I’ve seen lots of pro-
ductions of “Carmen” in 
my lifetime; it’s one of 

my favorite operas, so I’m usually 
happy to see yet another rendition 
of the gypsy girl’s tragic love affair 
with her corporal. But the current 
staging by West Bay Opera hit a 
new watermark for me, for one of 
the most robust and viscerally pow-
erful stagings I’ve ever witnessed. 
This one knocks it out of the park, 
with great voices, great acting and 
terrific stage action.

Carmen is one of the major roles 
of opera repertoire, but requires a 
singer who is also a consummate 
actress, capable of bringing off her 
sexual nature as well as her more 
subtle shifts of emotion. West Bay 
scored large in casting Sarah Bar-
ber, new to the company, who is sul-
try, steamy, sensuous: a vixen with 
a calculating heart. Yet she has her 
vulnerable side, which Barber also 
shows us, with a toss of her head 
and a wistful look. Her voice cap-
tures the sultriness in spades, but 
also reveals raw power in several 
scenes of confrontation with her 
jealous men.

Barber is well-matched in her 
male castmates. Benjamin Bongers, 
last seen as Erik in “Der Fligende 
Hollander,” returns for another 
tour de force performance as the 
hapless Corporal Don Jose, who 
abandons his sweet love Micaela 
for the tempestuous Carmen. It’s a 
story that ends in tragedy. Bongers 
throws caution to the winds, using 
his powerful tenor to portray the 
terrible emotions and conflict that 
Don Jose goes through, with pal-
pable effect.

Jason Detwiler charms as the ar-
rogant toreador, Escamillo, wooing 
Carmen with his velvet vocals and 
macho posing. The role of dragoon 
captain Zuniga is amply filled by 
Carlos Aguilar, who shows off de-
lightful acting skills as well as a 
beautiful, resonant bass. Another 
new voice for West Bay is Rebecca 
Sjowall in the role of Micaela. Her 
gorgeous liquid soprano perfectly 
matches the melancholy innocence 
of her character.

Even the second tier of voices 
is excellent: Shauna Fallihee as 
Frasquita, Kindra Scharich as Mer-
cedes, Joaquin Quilez-Marin as Le 
Dancaire, and Samuel Read Levine 
as Le Remendado all provide su-
perb vocal depth in their support-
ing roles. The Quintet in Act Two 
and the Tarot scene in Act Four are 
standouts because of their fine con-
tributions. 

The chorus includes an enthusias-
tic ensemble of children as well as 
dedicated locals who provide color 
and charming voices. There really 
isn’t a weak link in all the perfor-
mances.

But special kudos go to director 
David Cox for an incredibly rich 
staging, full of nuance, detail and 
layering. The scenes between Car-
men and Don Jose are particularly 
stunning: vigorous, passionate, and 

physical. The final tragic scene pulls 
no punches, as Carmen is relent-
lessly pursued and bullied by Don 
Jose. The last few moments supply 
horrible clarity in the tragedy of her 
death. Cox should be invited back 
often; the originality and complex-
ity of his staging is superb — fresh 
and exciting.

Conductor Michel Singher is also 
to be commended for the outstand-
ing orchestral sound and for his 
work with the singers. Jean-Fran-
cois Revon creates a simple but 
effective series of ramps and steps 
that serve as the foundation for each 
setting, giving us sumptuous visual 
detail with splendid economy. Cos-
tumes by Beth Gilroy and lighting 
by Robert Ted Anderson add won-
derful texture and atmosphere.

In short, this is a fabulous pro-
duction — memorable and full of 
the magic of an exceptional perfor-
mance. 

We’re looking for a few good rocks...
fine jewelry purchased by appointment

What: Georges Bizet’s opera 
“Carmen,” presented by West 
Bay Opera
Where: Lucie Stern Theatre, 
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo 
Alto
When: Through Oct. 26. Per-
formances are at 8 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays and at 2 p.m. 
Sundays.
Cost: Tickets are $55 in the 
front of the theater and $45 
in back, for general admis-
sion; $40/$30 for seniors; and 
$25/$20 for youth and stu-
dents.
Info: Go to www.wbopera.org 
or call 650-424-9999.

Lusty, bold and beautiful
A must-see ‘Carmen’ at the Lucie Stern

by Jeanie Forte

Looking for a dog walker?
Palo Alto Pet Care

(650)464-8733
Offering professional
dog walking & unique

pet photography

www.PALOALTOPETCARE.COM

Sarah Barber stars as the fiery Carmen in West Bay Opera’s production.

O
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p

 Page 29



Arts & Entertainment

OPEN HOUSE

1885 Miramonte Avenue ◆ Mountain View
650 968-1213,  ext. 430

www.sfhs.com

Sunday, October 26,  9AM –1PM

be it all be a Lancer

Please be advised that Thursday, November 6, 2008, 
the ARB shall conduct a public hearing at 8:30 AM in the 
Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo 
Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear and be 
heard.

2785 Park Blvd [08PLN-00286]: Request by the Public 
Works Division, on behalf of the City of Palo Alto, for Preliminary 
ARB review of a proposed three-story 48,500 square foot 
public safety building (police building), detached four-level 
parking garage, and other site improvements.

278 University Avenue [08PLN-00082]: Request by Ken 
Hayes on behalf of Roxy Rapp for Architectural Review Board 
review of a new four story, retail/office building  to replace 
a two story building.  The application includes variances or 
a special setback encroachment and to exclude basement 
floor area from floor-area-ratio calculations. Environmental 
Assessment: An Initial Study has been completed and a Draft 
Negative Declaration has been prepared in accordance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements. 
Zone District: CD-C (GF) (P).  

200 University Avenue, Lytton Plaza Park [08PLN-
00200]: Request by the Friends of Lytton Plaza Park, L.L.C., 
on behalf of the City of Palo Alto, for Architectural Review 
for park renovations including the installation of new paving, 
landscaping, fountain, and other site amenities. Zone District: 
PF Public Facility.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against 
individuals with disabilities.  To request accommodations to 
access City facilities, services or programs, to participate 
at public meetings, or to learn more about the City’s 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC  
MEETING

of the City of Palo Alto 
Architectural Review Board (ARB)

369 Lytton Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto

462-5903
Family owned and operated

for 15 years

Buy 1 entree
and get the 2nd one

with coupon
(Dinner Only)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

S ure, you can turn off the porch 
light and hoard all the candy 
corn. But there are plenty of 

other ways to spend Halloween.
Events on and before Oct. 31 on 

the Midpeninsula include a haunted 
lake, a haunted 1902 house and a 
haunted robotic mansion. Here are 
some of the local festivities com-
ing up:

Fairmeadow Elementary School 
hosts its haunted house at 500 E. 
Meadow Drive in Palo Alto, with 
a robotic haunted mansion outside 
built by the Gunn High School ro-
botics team. Open Oct. 24 from 6 to 
9 p.m., and Oct. 25 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
and 6 to 9 p.m. Admission is $5. Go 
to www.fairmeadow.pausd.org.

The movie “Young Franken-
stein” will be shown at 8 p.m. Oct. 

24 at Red Rock Coffee, 201 Castro 
St., Mountain View. Admission is 
$1. Go to www.redrockcoffee.org 
or call 650-967-4473.

Dragon Productions Theatre 
Company executive producer Mer-
edith Hagedorn tells ghost stories 
at a children’s Halloween story-
time on Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. The the-
ater is at 535 Alma St. in Palo Alto; 
admission is $5, with cookies and 
punch. Call 650-493-2006.

The Palo Alto Family YMCA at 
3412 Ross Road hosts a free fam-
ily  Halloween party from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Oct. 25, with a magician, 
carnival games, crafts and cos-
tumes. Go to www.paloaltofami-
lyymca.org or call 650-856-9622.

Kids have a costume parade 
downtown, trick-or-treat, and play 

carnival games at Menlo Park’s 
“Halloween Hoopla,” held mostly 
at the Burgess Recreation Center, 
701 Laurel St. Festivities go from 
11:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 25. Ad-
mission is $3 for kids; adults are 
free. Call 650-330-2200.

Palo Alto’s Gamble Garden is 
hosting a haunted house at its 
1902 mansion on Oct. 26 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Held at 1431 Wa-
verley St., the event includes games 
and trick-or-treating. Admission is 
$10 for Gamble members, $15 for 
non-members. Go to www.gamble-
garden.org or call 650-329-1356, 
extension 201.

The Foothill College Author Se-
ries presents “Murder, Mayhem 
& Mystery Guest Readings” 
from noon to 2 p.m. Oct. 29, with 
suspense authors Michelle Gagnon, 
Liz Jasper and Simon Wood. The 
free event is in the campus center 
student lounge at 12345 El Monte 
Road in Los Altos Hills. Go to 
preznet.fhda.edu/fas.html or call 
650-949-7408.

James Welch plays his 16th an-
nual pipe organ concert at 8 p.m. 
on Oct. 31 at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo 
Alto. The program includes works 
by Bach and St.-Saëns and a Beat-
les song played in baroque style. 
Suggested donation is $10; call 
650-326-3800.

The Stanford Symphony Or-
chestra and Wind Ensemble play 
spooky music at Dinkelspiel Au-
ditorium on campus at 8 p.m. Oct. 
31. Tickets are $10 general and $5 
for students. Go to music.stanford.
edu or call 650-725-2787.

The Lytton Gardens retirement 
home hosts its annual free “Safe 
Halloween” on Oct. 31 from 6 to 
7:30. Young kids through fifth-
graders can come to 656 Lytton 
Ave. for trick-or-treating, spooky 
stories and face painting. Go to 
lyttongardens.org or call 650-328-
3300.

Foothills Park at 3300 Page 
Mill Road in Los Altos hosts the 
Haunted Lake on Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 1, starting at 6 p.m. Ghost 
stories, crafts and other activities 
are open to Palo Alto residents and 
their guests. Admission is $10 for 
non-residents and $8 for residents 
in advance. Go to enjoyonline.cit-
yofpaloalto.org, or call 650-463-
4900. 

For more events, go to the com-
munity calendar at www.PaloAl-
toOnline.com. 

In the quest to create a world without ALS, the vision of the ALS Association Greater Bay Area 
Chapter is to care for and support all people living with Lou Gehrig’s disease as we leave no 
stone unturned in our relentless searchfor a cure.As a leading 
Chapter of the ALS Association, the Greater BayArea Chapter 
provides a wide array of critical services to help patients, care-
givers and families throughout Northern California cope with the 
devastating effects of Lou Gehrig’sdisease.  
Please visit www.alsabayarea.org for more information.
This space donated as a Community Service by the Palo Alto Weekly

LOS ALTOS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB • MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2008
HONORARY HOSTS JASON AND JP DAVILA

FOR TOURNAMENT AND DINNER INFORMATION CONTACT LORI GOULD AT 415.904.2572 
OR LORI@ALSABAYAREA.ORG

Frightful festivities
Haunted houses, concerts and suspense authors planned 

for Halloween
by Rebecca Wallace
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Worth a Look

Art
Lyons Ltd. marks its 40th
 Works by Matisse, Renoir and Dürer will be on 
public view soon as part of an exhibit celebrating Ly-
ons Ltd. Antique Prints’ 40th anniversary. The show, 
“Forty Years of Collecting: Favorite Prints from Rem-
brandt to Picasso,” opens Saturday, Oct. 25, at the 
Palo Alto firm.
 Everything begins with a reception on Saturday 
from 6 to 9 p.m., where founder Leila Lyons will 
speak about the exhibit and share stories from 40 
years in the art and antique world. Pieces from her 
private collection are being shown, with some for 
sale. Singer-songwriter Nya Jade will also perform 
with her band.
 Because the event is a champagne reception, at-
tendees must be 21 or over; RSVP to 650-325-9010 
or info@lyonsltd.com.
 Lyons Ltd., which sells antique etchings, litho-
graphs and engravings from 1490 to 1920, is at 10 
Town & Country Village in Palo Alto. The exhibit is 
open through Dec. 31.
 Leila Lyons founded the firm in 1968 with her late 
husband, Charles. She is the au-
thor of the book “Collecting Prints.” 
Go to www.lyonsltd.com for more 
information.

Theater
‘Nickel and Dimed’
 How far would you go for a good 
story? Would you clean toilets, 
or work for pennies for a bullying 
boss? Perhaps it’s all worth it if it 
helps you gain true understanding 
of the working poor — how this 
class really lives.
 That’s the premise behind jour-
nalist Barbara Ehrenreich’s best-
selling book “Nickel and Dimed: 
On (Not) Getting By in America,” 
which was adapted into a play in 
2002. It had a preview last night on 
the Pear Avenue Theatre stage in 
Mountain View, and opens tonight, 
Oct. 24, at 8 p.m.
 The play is directed by Ann 
Kuchins; its cast members are 
Cara Arellano, Michael Champlin, 
Elizabeth Coy, Jackie O’Keefe, 
Kendra Owens and Patricia Tyler. 
Performances are at 1220 Pear 
Ave., Unit K, Thursday through 
Sunday through Nov. 9.
 Tickets are: $30 general and $25 
for students and seniors on open-

ing night; $20/$12 on Thursdays and Sun-
days; and $25/$20 on Fridays (except opening 
night) and Saturdays. Go to www.thepear.org 
or call 650-254-1148.

Family
Doctor Noize
 Cory Cullinan may go by a pseudonym 
on stage — Doctor Noize — but he doesn’t 
seem to be trying to hide from his past. The 
Colorado resident frequently returns to Los 
Altos, where he grew up.
 This Saturday, Oct. 25, the energetic chil-
dren’s entertainer plays a concert at the Bus 
Barn Theatre at 97 Hillview Ave. in Los Altos, 
at the family-friendly hour of 10 a.m. His show 
puts his Stanford music degree to use as he 
sings and plays a variety of instruments. Culli-
nan also often enlists a laptop computer in his 
act, creating songs live on stage with the help 

of his improvising young audience.
 Tickets to the concert are $10. For more, call the 
theater at 650-941-0551 or go to www.busbarn.org 
or www.doctornoize.com

Music
 Palo Alto Philharmonic
 Life is but a dream at the Cubberley Theatre this 
Saturday, Oct. 25, when the Palo Alto Philharmonic 
takes on the “Symphonie Fantastique” by Hector 
Berlioz. The early Romantic symphony, composed 
and revised in the 1830s, is full of both dreamy sad-
ness and passion.
 Also on the program is the Elgar Cello Concerto in 
E Minor, with cellist Lawrence Granger. He solos with 
many Bay Area groups and is a member of the San 
Francisco Symphony.
 A pre-concert talk by Thomas Shoebotham, music 
director of the Palo Alto Philharmonic, is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., with the concert starting at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $17 general, $15 for seniors and $8 for 
students. Go to www.paphil.org.

PALO ALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by 
the Palo Alto Unified School District for bid package:

Contract No. GSD-1

DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The work includes, but is not 
limited to:  All of the labor and materials to install two baseball 
dugouts and two softball dugouts on a newly completed baseball 
and softball fields on the Gunn High School campus.  Work also 
includes the installation of existing score boards on new structures 
including wiring for a complete and functioning system.  Supply and 
install two new flag poles.  Work will be on newly finished sports 
area, contractor will be required to repair any and all damage to 
existing areas caused by their operations.  Bidding documents 
contain the full description of the work.

There will be a mandatory pre-bid conference and site visit at 
10:00 a.m. on October 21, 2008 at the Gunn High School 
located at 780 Arastradero Road Palo Alto, California

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District 
Facilities Office Building D, by 2:00 p.m. on November 6, 
2008. 

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must 
comply with all prevailing wage laws applicable to    the 
Project, and related requirements contained in the Contract 
Documents.

Palo Alto Unified School District will maintain a Labor 
Compliance Program (LCP) for the duration of this project. In 
bidding this project, the contractor warrants he/she is aware 
and will follow the Public Works Chapter of the California Labor 
Code comprised of labor code sections 1720 – 1861.  A 
copy of the Districts LCP is available for review at 25 Churchill 
Avenue, Building D, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

1.  A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contractor 
or subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law 
requirements applicable to the contract.           

2.  Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and 
furnish to the District, at a designated time, a certified copy 
of each payroll with a statement of compliance signed under 
penalty of perjury.

3.  The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll 
records to verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter 
of the Labor Code.

4.  The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll 
records are delinquent or inadequate.

5.  The District shall withhold contract payments as described in 
the LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and 
Labor Commissioner establish that underpayment of other 
violations has occurred.

Bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities Office, 
Building “D”. Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and 
Specifications at Peninsula Digital Imaging, 599 Fairchild 
Drive, Mountain View, CA  94043, Phone Number (650) 
967-1966.

All questions can be addressed to: 
Palo Alto Unified School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D
Palo Alto, CA  94306-1099
Attn: Ron Smith
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588  

Where languages
are just the
beginning...

www.istp.org
(650) 251-8504

Palo Alto, CA
Nursery - 8th

Encouraging Cultural Appreciation

French-English Program    Chinese-English Program
Information Night        Information Night
November 4th at 6 p.m.    October 14th at 6 p.m
January 6th at 6 p.m.        November 18th at 6 p.m.

E
cole internationale de la P

éninsule
International S

chool of the P
eninsula

Expires 11/17/08

Ole's Car Shop passes the
torch to Dave's Auto Repair

10% off

Must present this ad. 
Expires 10//31/08. 

Minimum $200 work orders.

Labor

830 E. Charleston 
at Fabian in Palo Alto

Charleston

101
Fabian
San Antonio☛NEW 

Location

(650) 328-6537

“Odalisque au Coffret Rouge” by Henri Matisse, an aquatint 
on paper, will soon be seen at Lyons Ltd. Antique Prints in 
Palo Alto as part of a 40th-anniversary exhibit for the firm.
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

Beverly Hills Chihuahua (PG)  Century 16: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 1:10, 2:20, 3:30, 
(Not Reviewed)  4:55, 5:45, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. Sat. & Sun. also at 10:50 a.m.  
Body of Lies (R) Century 16: 12:55, 3:55, 6:55 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 1:15, 4:10, 7:15 & 10:10 p.m. 
Burn After Reading (R) 1/2 Century 16: 8 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m. 
City of Ember (PG) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 12:45, 3:05 & 5:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:55, 2:35 & 5 p.m. 
The Duchess (PG-13) 1/2  Century 20: 12:50, 3:55, 6:45 & 9:20 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:30 & 7:15 p.m. Fri. & Sat. 

also at 9:50 p.m. 
Eagle Eye (PG-13) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 1:15 & 7:15 p.m. Century 20: 1:50, 4:40, 7:30 & 10:20 p.m. Sat. & Sun. also at 

11:05 a.m.  
High School Musical 3: Senior Century 16: Fri. - Sun. at 11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 5 & 8:30 p.m. Fri. & Mon. - Thu. at 12:25, 1:10, 
Year (G) (Not Reviewed)   1:50, 3, 3:50, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 8, 9:15, 9:50 & 10:35 p.m. Sat. & Sun. at 11:10, a.m.; 

12:25, 1:10, 1:50, 3, 3:50, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 8, 9:15, 9:50 & 10:35 p.m. Mon. - Thu. at 
2:25, 5 & 8:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 12:15, 12:55, 1:35, 2:15, 2:55, 3:35, 4:15, 4:55, 
5:40, 6:15, 6:55, 7:35, 8:20, 8:55, 9:35 & 10:15 p.m. 

Max Payne (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:50, 3:15, 5:40, 8:05 &10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.;12:35, 1:55, 3, 4:20, 
(Not Reviewed)  5:30, 6:50, 7:55, 9:30 &10:25 p.m. 
Morning Light (PG) Century 16: 12:30, 3 & 5:35 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist Century 16: 12:40, 2:55, 5:10, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 12:20, 2:35, 5:05, 7:45 & 10 p.m.  
 (PG-13) 1/2

Pride and Glory (R)  Century 16: 1:05, 4:05, 7:25 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 7:25 & 10:20 p.m.  
(Not Reviewed)
Quarantine (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 10 p.m. Century 20: 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:05 & 9:20 p.m. 
Rachel Getting Married Guild: 1, 4, 7 & 10 p.m.  
 (R)  
Religulous (R) (Not Reviewed) CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:40 & 7:25 p.m. Fri. & Sat. also at 9:55 p.m. 
Saw V (R) (Not Reviewed)  Century 16: 12:35, 2:55, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:45, 2, 3:10, 4:35, 

5:35, 7, 8, 9:25 & 10:25 p.m. 
The Secret Life of Bees  Century 16: 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m. 
(PG-13) 1/2 
Sex Drive (R) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 4:10 p.m. Sun.-Thu. also at 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 8 & 10:35 p.m. 
Tell No One (Not Rated) Aquarius: 2 p.m. Fri.-Tue. & Thu. also at 5 & 8 p.m.  
Vicky Cristina Barcelona Aquarius: 1:30, 4, 7 & 9:30 p.m.  
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
W. (PG-13) Century 16: 1, 2:25, 4, 5:20, 7 & 8:15 p.m. Sat. & Sun. also at 11:15 a.m.  Century 20: Noon, 

1:20, 3:05, 4:25, 6, 7:25, 9:10 & 10:30 p.m. Sun. also at 10:30 a.m. 
What Just Happened? (R) Century 16: 7:45 & 10:10 p.m. 

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Moun-
tain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Red-
wood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 
and more information about films playing, go to Palo Alto 
Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

“AN INTENSE, SUPERBLY ACTED,
AND RIVETING POLICE DRAMA.”

Jeffrey Lyons, NBC/REEL TALK

“SEARING, HEARTFELT AND BRUTALLY HONEST.”
Peter Travers,

Avenidas Health & 
Wellness Offerings

 Free health screenings
 Personalized nutrition sessions
 Hypnotherapy & Acupuncture
 Podiatry (foot care)
 Health insurance advocacy
 Help with advance directives 
 Massage, Reflexology, Reiki & 
Feldenkrais

Enhance your vitality 
and well-being

Get Healthy!

Start feeling healthier! 
Call (650) 289-5400 today.

NOW PLAYING
Body of Lies 
 (Century 16, Century 20) Entrenched CIA 
operative Roger Ferris (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
travels from Iraq to Jordan to hunt down vi-
olent fundamentalist Al-Saleem (Alon Abut-
bul), who is eager to punish infidels in the 
name of Allah. Ferris’ superior in the U.S. 
is pompous Ed Hoffman (Russell Crowe). 
Ferris connects with Jordan security chief 
Hani (British actor Mark Strong) to help 
keep tabs on a terrorist safehouse. Hani, 
too, is anxious to bring down Al-Saleem, 
but his methods strike a contrast to those 
of Ferris: Torture is fair game in Hani’s 
eyes and deceit is an unforgivable offense. 
Rated: R for strong violence including 
some torture, and for language. 2 hours, 8 
minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed Oct. 10, 2008)

Burn After Reading 1/2
 (Century 16, Century 20) Osborne Cox 
(John Malkovich) is a CIA analyst fired for 
a “drinking problem,” at which point he 
comes unglued. His wife, Katie (Tilda Swin-
ton), feels no pain as she’s with U.S. Feder-

al Marshal Harry Pfarrer (George Clooney) 
on the side. Linda Litzke (Frances McDor-
mand) frets over her insurance company’s 
unwillingness to pay for cosmetic surgery. 
Hyperactive trainer Chad Feldheimer (Brad 
Pitt) is her shoulder to cry on. Opportunity 
knocks when a Hardbodies employee 
finds a CD of Osborne’s tell-all memoirs. 
Believing they’ve struck gold, Chad and 
Linda attempt to blackmail him. Rated: R 
for pervasive language, sexual content and 
violence. A taut 1 hour, 31 minutes. — J.A. 
(Reviewed Sept. 12, 2008)

The Duchess 1/2
 (CineArts, Century 20) “Duchess” is 
classic Keira Knightley, the mostly true 
story of Georgiana Spencer, a charming 
extrovert who made an abysmal match 
to the wealthy and powerful 18th-century 
aristocrat the Duke of Devonshire (Ralph Fi-
ennes). The success of “Duchess” relies on 
energetic chemistry between Knightley and 
Fiennes, but it’s much ado about nothing. 
Rated: PG-13 for language, action violence 
and mature themes. 2 hours, 32 minutes. 

— J.A. (Reviewed July 18, 2008)

Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Michael Cera is 
the titular Nick, a high school senior trying 
to recover from the dumping received at 
the hands (and heart) of Tris (Alexis Dziena). 
About the time that Nick is burning Tris 
another volume of his agonizing break-up 
mix (aptly titled “Closures”), pals corral him 
into a night on the town to seek out elusive 
underground band Where’s Fluffy, whose 
members are dropping baffling clues all 
over Manhattan. At one such indie rock 
haunt Nick meets Norah (Kat Dennings), a 
brainy frenemy of Tris’ and head squire in 
best friend Caroline’s (Ari Graynor) quest 
for maximum attention.  Rated: PG-13 for 
language and mature themes. 1 hour, 30 
minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed Oct. 3, 2008)

Rachel Getting Married 
(Guild) Kym Buckman (Anne Hathaway) 
has been sprung from rehab into the cozy 
custody of casa Buckman for her sister Ra-
chel’s (Rosemarie DeWitt) impending nup-
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Get your news delivered fresh daily
introducing

SPECIAL 
OFFER!
Sign-Up for 

 

by Saturday, 

November 15 

and be eligible 

to win an

iPhone 3G*

*The winner will be 
notifi ed via Express the 

week of November 17 
and will receive a $200 

Apple gift card with 
which to purchase an 

iPhone 3G.

brought to you by

Call (650) 326-8210 to learn more about our new advertising options in Express.

24/7 Online Fridays in printWeekday mornings 
via e-mail

™ Express is a trademark of Embarcadero Publishing Company ©2008 Embarcadero Publishing Company

Express is a new, free e-daily from Palo Alto Online  
and the Palo Alto Weekly that you can sign up 
now to receive via e-mail every weekday morning.

Express provides the perfect quick-read digest of 
local news, sports and events in our  community 
from the last 24 hours to the next. And all without 
any environmental impact.

You will want Express to be in your e-mail 
inbox every weekday morning.

The Palo Alto Weekly’s new combined Friday print 
edition complements Express featuring thoughtful,
in-depth coverage of local issues, arts & entertainment, 
home & real estate and sports.

Palo Alto Online off ers 24/7 coverage of everything local:

members on Town Square

tials. Nine months clean but ever the nar-
cissist, Kym stakes out the arcane rituals 
of matrimony as a breeding ground for her 
scathing wit and edgy indictments of family 
and friends. Director Jonathon Demme’s 
low-budget style perfectly complements 
the aura of adoration and self-loathing. 
Rated: R for language, drug use and adult 
situations. 1 hour, 54 minutes.J.A. (Re-
viewed Oct. 10, 2008)

The Secret Life of Bees 1/2  (Cen-
tury 16, Century 20) Sue Monk Kidd’s 
heart-wrenching novel gets the big-screen 
treatment. The Civil Rights Act has just 
been signed and the climate in the South 
between blacks and whites is anxious. 
For young Lily (Dakota Fanning), the new 
regime has implications as she has to run 
from an abusive dad (Paul Bettany) with 
black housekeeper Rosaleen (Jennifer 
Hudson). The two land at the home of the 
sisters Boatwright (Queen Latifah, Alicia 
Keyes and Sophie Okenedo), and then it’s 
all about the sisterhood. “Bees” has sweet 
moments and first-rate performances. The 
script, though is packed with chestnuts. 
Rated: PG-13 for adult themes and some 

violence. 1 hour, 50 minutes. — J.A. (Re-
viewed Oct. 17, 2008)

Tell No One 1/2
(Aquarius) Guillaume Canet adapts Harlan 
Coben’s bestselling crime novel of the 
same name with whip-smart technique and 
an undercurrent of anxiety. Pediatric sur-
geon Alex Beck (Francois Cluzet) is going 
through the motions since his wife Margot 
(Marie-Josee Croze) was savagely mur-
dered at their lake home near Paris over 
eight years before. Out of the blue Alex 
receives an e-mail with a provocative link: 
a grainy real-time video showing Margot’s 
face and a message telling him that she’s 
still alive. “Tell no one,” it says. The police 
re-open the investigation — or is it Pan-
dora’s Box? — as Alex is fingered for the 
murder while he’s trying to solve it. Thriller, 
love story, whodunit: It’s an unwieldy trio 
made whole by an up-and-coming mas-
termind. Not rated but should be R for 
violence and adult situations. 2 hours, 5 
minutes. In French with English subtitles. — 
J.A. (Reviewed July 11, 2008)

W. ✭✭✭  (Century 16, Century 20)  Oliver 
Stone’s indictment of the 43rd president of 
the United States reads more like an SNL 
sketch than a thoughtful biopic, but it’s no 
less entertaining. Josh Brolin nails George 
W. to the wall as a party boy with daddy 
issues.  Laura Bush gets the Stepford 
treatment by fresh-faced Elizabeth Banks, 
and daddy is played to patriarchal perfec-
tion by James Cromwell. This film isn’t 
as accomplished or complex as Stone’s 
“JFK” and “Nixon.” Still, Stone’s flashback/
flash-forward technique is an intriguing 
foundation for his psychoanalysis of Bush’s 
arrogance and insecurities. Rated: PG-13 
for language, alcohol abuse and mature 
themes. 2 hours, 11 minutes. — J.A. (Re-
viewed Oct. 17, 2008)

What Just Happened 
 (Century 16) Ever wonder what a movie 
producer does? Barry Levinson’s stylishly 
directed comedy gives an irreverent insider 
look at the horrors of Hollywood. Robert 
De Niro gives a spot-on performance as a 
producer under pressure, wrangling with 
his two ex-wives (including Robin Wright 
Penn), his screenwriter friend (Stanley 
Tucci), a steely studio chief (Catherine 
Keener) and a mercurial star (Bruce Willis 
as himself) who refuses to shave his beard. 
The plot is slim, but the cast’s acting chops 
carry the comedy, perfectly delivering 
sharp banter. Rated: R for language, some 
violent images, sexual content and some 
drug material. 1 hour, 47 minutes. — S.T. 
(Reviewed Oct. 17, 2008)

Extraordinary Eyewear Collections

Expert Contact Lens Fitting

VSP and Flex Accounts Welcome

1805 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

650/324-3937

www.luxpaloalto.com

4:00 pm: Julie from Palo Alto wears Chrome Hearts

The Duchess
1:45, 4:30, 7:15 
Fri/Sat Only 9:50 

Religulous 
2:00, 4:40, 7:25
Fri/Sat Only 9:55

Anne Hathaway in the film “Rachel Getting Married,” which Weekly 
reviewer Jeanne Aufmuth gave four stars.
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MoviesIntroducing

As the innovative leader on the Peninsula in providing 
compassionate and flexible senior living services, we 
have developed a wonderful new program which 
offers:

 Experienced highly trained staff always right outside 
your door

 The highest level of care and services without a
care giver living in your apartment.You can maintain 
the privacy you cherish

 An ideal situation for couples with different care 
needs.

Elite Care is an all-inclusive program providing specialized  
care to meet each resident’s unique needs including: 
escort service to all appointments, incontinence services 
and products, and all of our wonderful assisted living 
amenities and programs.

Elite Care is being waitlisted now, so call today for your 
personal tour. License #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

The Secret Life of Bees is

and deliciously sweet.
Prairie Miller, WBAI RADIO

A
film that will leave a lump

in your throat.
It s

and 
you ll want to 
bring a friend.

Jeff Craig, SIXTY SECOND PREVIEW

Bring your GIRLFRIENDS, SISTERS,
MOTHERS and DAUGHTERS.

www.foxsearchlight.com

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)
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C O U P O N  S AV I N G SC O U P O N  S AV I N G S

LOOK FOR THESE SAVINGS AND MORE ON            www.PaloAltoOnline.comYour hot spot for local offers 

10/31/08
   Not valid on XOOTR Scooters or trampolines.

Expires 10/31/08

Best Chinese Cuisine Since 1956
1700 Embarcadero, Palo Alto 

856-7700

LUNCH 
(Includes Dim Sum on Carts) 
(Maximum Discount $15.00)10% 

Off

DINNER 
(Maximum Discount $15.00)

TAKE-OUT

DELIVERY 
(Minimum $30.00)

Not valid on private room dining. Must pres-
ent coupon. Valid only for orders placed 
directly with Ming’s. Black-out dates may 
apply. Cannot be combined with other offer.

FREE DINNER
Buy 1 dinner entree &

receive 2nd entree of equal
or lesser value FREE.
Must present coupon,

limit 2 coupons per table. 
Expires 2/28/05

Darbar
FINE INDIAN CUISINE

Largest Indian Buffet in Downtown P.A
Take-out & Catering Available

129 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto

650-321-6688
open 7 days

Expires 10/31/08
Not valid on FRI or SAT

1/2 OFF

(1 block north of Stanford Shopping Center & 2 blocks south of Downtown Menlo Park)

Oil Change (Test only OK)

Smog Check
$1995* *

We are a consumer 
assistance program 
Gold Shield station

S c h e d u l e  M a i n t e n a n c e

3 0 / 6 0 / 9 0 K
Factory Recommended Service

■  Brakes
■  Mufflers
■  Catalytic Converters

✓
✓
✓

+Tax and  
disposal fee

*Most cars & light trucks.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.  

Must present coupon.
*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon.

$2895
+ $8.25 for 
Certificate

10AM to 2PM M-F
We Can Smog GROSS POLLUTERS.

Ex
pi

re
s 

11
/1

5/
07

301 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650.328.0287 E

xp
ire

s 
10

/3
1/

08

OFF ANY
PURCHASE 
OF $25 
OR MORE

Expires 10/31/08 
875 Alma Street  

(Corner of Alma & Channing) 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 327-7222
Mon-Fri 7:30 am-8 pm,  
Sat & Sun 8 am-6 pm

$5

DELIVERY
ONLY

322-8100Not valid with any  
other offer.

Expires 10/31/08

$400
OFF

FREE DELIVERY
ANYLARGE PIZZA

810 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto (650) 852-0546  
Open 7 days 10-10

MANICURE AND 
SPA PEDICURE

(reg. $37)

$22

BodyKneads SPA+SALON

Expires 10/31/08. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid as a gift certificate.
www.bodykneads–dayspa.com

15% OFF
ALL

WAXING

Vans and some 
vehicles extra.

Not valid on XOOTR Scooters

Advertise your business
in this space

with a special offer

Call Judie 
650-326-8210 x233
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Movies

Cupertino
10991 N De Anza Blvd

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd

Blossom Hill Rd. & Almaden Expwy

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

*APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective October 1, 2008 and is variable and subject to change. Star One’s dividend rate and APY may change monthly as determined by the Credit Union Board of Directors. $50 minimum opening deposit is required to establish the account. You must maintain 
a $50 minimum daily balance to earn 3.20% APY. Subject to Truth-in-Savings disclosures and fee schedule. All accounts are subject to Star One credit approval, account opening procedures, and standard account and membership terms and disclosures. Fees may reduce earnings.

3.20APY*
%

STAR ONE CREDIT UNION
Money Market Savings Account

Sunnyvale
1080 Enterprise Way, Ste 150

Formerly H St

www.starone.org

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.RACHELGETTINGMARRIEDMOVIE.COM

“THE BEST 
AMERICAN MOVIE 

OF THE YEAR.” 
-David Poland, MOVIE CITY NEWS

ANNE
HATHAWAY

ROSEMARIE
DeWITT

BILL
IRWIN

TUNDE
ADEBIMPE

MATHER
ZICKEL

ANNA DEAVERE
SMITH

DEBRA
WINGER

AND

SOUNDTRACK ON 
LAKESHORE RECORDS

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A JONATHAN DEMME PICTURE

WRITTEN BY JENNY LUMET PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY JONATHAN DEMME

“‘RACHEL GETTING MARRIED’
HOLDS YOU SPELLBOUND!

JONATHAN DEMME DIRECTS HIS BEST FILM IN YEARS.  
ANNE HATHAWAY DELIVERS AN ACTING TOUR DE FORCE. 

HANG ON FOR AN EMOTIONAL POWERHOUSE.”
-Peter Travers

“GRADE A! A TRIUMPH!”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY
“GRADE A! A TRIUMPH!”
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

NOW PLAYING!

The Stanford Theatre is at 
221 University Ave. in Palo 
Alto. Go to www.stanfordthe-
atre.org.

Tudor Rose (1936) A dra-
matization of the short life 
of Lady Jane Grey, who 
was monarch of England 
for nine days. Thu. & Fri. at 
7:30 p.m. 

The Guv’nor (1935) A 
George Arliss comedy. 
Thu. & Fri. at 5:50 and 9 
p.m.

Caravan (1946) Writer 
Richard Darrell (Stewart 
Gtanger) saves Don Carlor 
(Gerald Hinze) from two 
robbers, and is entrusted 
to take a valuable neck-
lace to Spain. Sat.-Sun. at 
3:20 & 7:30 p.m. 

Madness of the Heart 
(1949) Lydia Garth meets 
a French nobleman but 
their romance is plagued 
by Lydia’s spells of blurred 
vision. Sat.-Sun. at 5:35 & 
9:45 p.m. 

STANFORD THEATER
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Eating Out

C omparing Americanized 
Mexican food to Oaxacan 
cuisine is like comparing 

simple wall graffiti to a dynamic 
Diego Rivera or Jose Clemente 
Orozco mural. Oaxacan food is 
multi-textured, complex, colorful 
and intriguing, so much more than 
beans and rice and a limp tortilla 
wrapped around meat and cheese. 

Known as the “Land of the Sev-
en Moles (sauces),” the Mexican 
state of Oaxaca is blessed with an 
abundance of vegetables, tropical 
fruit and seafood from the Pacific 
Ocean. Overall, Oaxacan food is a 
meld of European and ancient in-
digenous cultures. 

Native species of corn, choco-
late, tropical herbs, tomatoes and 
a variety of chilies are at the core 
of Oaxacan cooking. It is a labor-
intensive cuisine of seeding, peel-
ing, mashing, rolling out, roasting, 
boiling and sautéing.

Zaida and Ron Kent’s Oaxa-
can Kitchen in Palo Alto, which 
opened in mid-July, embodies the 
best of that south Mexico cuisine. 
The restaurant mimics a typical 
Oaxacan marketplace kitchen. The 
most interesting seats in the house 
are those overlooking the bustling 
work area. A glass partition pro-
tects diners from getting dusted 
with corn flour.

Midday, the restaurant is geared 
towards faster fare: Patrons place 
their orders at the register and food 
is quickly brought to the table. 
There are small signs encouraging 
eaters to bus their own tables. Un-
fortunately, the narrow space can 
become as unwieldy as an under-
stuffed piñata with people moving 
in opposing directions in the tight 
space.

It’s more relaxed in the evening 
with a hostess to intercept and seat 
diners. Crisp white linens cover 

rigid wood tables; lighting is sub-
dued; candles add a genteel glow. 
The walls are the color of roasted 
butternut squash, further warmed 
with the vibrant paintings of Doris 
Arellano and photos of Oaxacan 
life captured by Ron Kent.

Zaida Kent is a native Oaxaquena 
and Ron Kent is a professional chef 
who received his culinary educa-
tion while working with some of 
the region’s most talented chefs. 
Appropriately, the couple met in a 
restaurant while Zaida was a stu-
dent here some years ago. After 
marrying, they spent five weeks 
in Oaxaca meeting her family and 
exploring the native cuisine. 

“We met ladies in markets with 
incredible hand-crafted products,” 
Ron Kent said. “They invited us 
into their homes and taught us their 
age-old  techniques.    

“Our dishes are based upon 
centuries-old recipes, and are in-
credibly labor-intensive. Fresh 
fruits, vegetables and herbs from 
local farmers, as well as the most 
authentic ingredients from Oaxaca, 
go into our food.”

The menu descriptions at the 

Oaxacan Kitchen do not do justice 
to the robust flavors, the bold col-
ors, the artistic presentations or the 
sublime undertones that linger on 
the palate long after the meal. 

Moles are complex sauces that 
come in a variety of colors: verde 
(green), negro (black), amarillo 
(yellow) and coloradito (red). 
Moles can be flavored with sesame 
and other seeds, almonds, pecans, 
roasted peanuts, lemon juice, herbs, 
tomatoes, garlic, onions, carrots, 
cinnamon sticks, cloves, choco-
late, sugar, chicken broth and chil-
ies of every description: chihuacle, 
pasilla and guajillo, give or take a 
few ingredients.

Mole negro with poached chicken 
breast ($17) was a complex tapestry 
of flavors, yet none in conflict. The 
chicken was really a prop for the 
sensational sauce. The mole ama-
rillo ($15), mole coloradito ($16) 
and the mole verde all blanketed 
poached chicken breasts. Each had 
its own degree of piquancy, aroma 
and texture; each spoke a language 
of its own.

Another way of sampling moles 
is ordering the salsa y mole de la 
casa ($5) as an appetizer plate. One 
evening, the moles were a smoky 
roasted tomato, a piquant salsa 
verde and an elusively spicy mole 
coloradito served with crispy corn 
chips. The moles whetted the appe-
tite and ignited the taste buds.

I loved the handmade tamale de 
calabasa ($7), a corn husk filled 
with butternut squash, corn, zuc-
chini and guajillo salsa. The mild 
red guajillo peppers were dried, 
seeded, soaked and pulverized to 
a paste, then reduced over heat to a 
thick, vivid, earthy salsa. 

The terrific vegetarian chili 
rellenos ($11) were stuffed with 
butternut squash, zucchini and 
queso fresco: a creamy, soft, white 
cheese. The pasilla chilies had 
been fire-roasted and deep-fried 
without batter. Oaxacan Kitchen 
chefs think that batters absorb too 
much oil, masking the ingredients’ 
flavors.

Enmoladas with beef ($16) was 
a large rolled tortilla, dipped in 
mole negro, and topped with queso 
fresco, sliced onion and parsley. 
The raw onion slowly absorbed 

the mole and added another taste 
dimension to the wonderfully rich 
sauce.

Desserts are a rare delight. The 
chocolate experience ($8) seemed 
a shortcut to heaven. First, there 
was the shot of hot chocolate, 
which prepped the taste buds for 
the warm-from-the-oven, gooey, 
delectably silken, flourless choco-
late cake. The trio was completed 
by the luscious, fudgiest chocolate 
ice cream on the planet. Chocolate 
had not been my favorite dessert 
until this.

Also, there was delightful fresh 
peach almond tart ($5), with a 
buttery crust that melted on the 
tongue. Although late in the sea-
son, the chunks of fresh peaches 
were plump, fleshy and naturally 
sweet. 

The reasonably priced wine list 
is composed mostly of local wines, 
many available by the glass. Beers 
and soft drinks, several from Mex-
ico, are also served.

The Oaxacan Kitchen brings us 
the dazzling colors, the complex 
flavors, the stimulating aromas and 
the vibrancy of Oaxacan culture 
and cuisine. Being at the restaurant 
is like stopping by a marketplace 
in the south of Mexico, where food 
is passionate self-expression and 
a labor of love, and links ancient 
recipes to contemporary tastes.    

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Oaxacan Kitchen co-owner Zaida Kent, center, chats with patrons.

Muy delicioso
The Oaxacan Kitchen presents bold, colorful,  

home-spun southern Mexican fare
by Dale F. Bentson

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

The Oaxacan Kitchen
2323 Birch St. 
(off California Ave.)
Palo Alto
650-321-8003
Lunch: Tue.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 
p.m.
Dinner: Tue.-Sat. 5-9 p.m.
Website: www.theoaxaca 
kitchen.com

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Wine & Beer

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair  
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor  
seating

Noise level: 
Low

Bathroom 
Cleanliness: 
Excellent
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NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in al-
phabetical order, of longer restaurant re-
views published in the Weekly over the 
past several years. This week’s reviews 
begin where the list ended one week ago.

El Galope Restaurant, 941 Donohoe 
St., East Palo Alto (650) 322-6355 
This longtime East Palo Alto establish-
ment offers Michoacan-style Mexican 
food, including uchepos, morisqueta, 
and other regional favorites. Tortillas 

and salsa are made fresh daily. Daily 9 
a.m.-10 p.m. 
El Paso Cafe, 1407 W. El Camino Real, 
Mountain View (650) 961-8858
Mexican food with Texas flair: think bur-
ritos, burgers, chicken and fajitas. Long-
horn-horseshoe decor, and the burritos 
run large and various. It isn’t an all-meat 
menu, but close. Huevos rancheros are 
a highlight. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
(Reviewed Jan. 12, 2007)
Elbe, 117 University Ave., Palo Alto 
(650) 321-3319 

Elbe offers German-styled food. The 
smoked trout and salmon and the po-
tato pancakes are good starters. Wiener 
schnitzel, goulash and Rahmgeschnet-
zeltes vom Huhn are good main plates. 
Desserts are sweet. Lots of beers but 
small wine list. Segues into adjacent Ru-
dys Pub at 9 p.m. to become a comedy 
nightclub. Can be very noisy at night. 
Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Din-
ner: Daily 5-9 p.m. (Reviewed July 28, 
2006)
Empire Grill & Tap Room, 651 Emerson 

St., Palo Alto (650) 321-3030 
An extensive menu of well-prepared 
appetizers, meats, seafood, pastas and 
pizza. The house-smoked ribs and pork 
chops excel, as do the fried calamari, 
polenta cakes and sausages for start-
ers. Large bar scene, wonderful outdoor 
patio. Good wine list, reasonable prices. 
Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Din-
ner Sun.-Wed. 4-9 p.m. Dinner Thurs.-
Sat. 4-10 p.m. Brunch Sat.-Sun. 11:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Reviewed Jan. 13, 2006)
Eric’s Gourmet Delicatessen, 325 

Sharon Park Dr., Menlo Park (650) 
854-5501 
This delicatessen features fresh-baked 
meats, hot entrees and homemade 
soups and salads. Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-3 
p.m.  
Erik’s DeliCafe, 1350 Grant Road Suite 
#18, Mountain View (650) 962-9191 
Offers a variety of sandwiches, soups, 
and salads served up cafeteria style at 
this chain restaurant. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 
p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 
Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

BURMESE

Green Elephant Gourmet 
(650) 494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 
3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 
(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696 
1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in  

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jade Palace (650) 321-9388 
151 S. California Ave, E101 

(in Palo Alto Central) 
Open 7 days a week 

Jing Jing 328-6885 
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 
Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 
www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House  
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr. 
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon 
947-8888

Peking Duck 856-3338 
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

We also deliver.

CHINESE

Su Hong—Menlo Park 
Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688 
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903 
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  
Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390 
417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Open 7 days a Week

Jin Sho 321-3454 
454 California Ave, Palo Alto 

Japanese Fusion 
www.jinshowrestaurant.com

Uzumaki Sushi 322-2828 
451 California Ave, Palo Alto 

Japanese Restaurant 
Sushi Bar

MEXICAN

Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354 
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View 

Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525 
735 Villa Street, Mountain View  

Open Weeknites to 11pm, Weekends to 12pm

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 
408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

PIZZA

Pizza My Heart 327-9400 

220 University Ave., Palo Alto 

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizza Chicago 424-9400 

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic's 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$5.95 to $9.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant  323-7700 

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating 

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com 

2006 Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto

Indochine  853-1238 

Thai & Vietnamese Cuisine 

www.indochinethai.com 

2710 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto 

Midtown Shopping Center

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Search a complete 

 listing of  local 

restaurant 

reviews by location 

 or type  of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Restaurant
of the week

543 Emerson Street, 
Palo Alto 

650-323-7700
(Between University and Hamilton 

in Downtown Palo Alto)
www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com 

Best Thai  
Restaurant 2007
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
Prep football: Menlo-Atherton at  Ara-

gon, 3 p.m., KCEA (89.1 FM)
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at USC, 

8 p.m., Comcast Sports Bay Area (40) 

Sunday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford at 

UCLA, 12:30 p.m., Comcast Sports Bay 
Area (40)

Prep football: Cupertino at Gunn, 8 
p.m.; Media Center (28) tape delayed.

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Stanford junior goalie Jimmie Sandman has patiently waited for his time to start for the Stanford men’s water polo team. After using last season to 
redshirt, the Menlo School graduate has taken over the starting job and become one of the top goalies in the nation for the No. 2-ranked Cardinal.

Keith Peters

Patience is paying off for Sandman
Menlo School grad finally finds himself at home as Stanford’s starting water polo goalie 
by Rick Eymer

J immie Sandman reached a dif-
ficult decision last year, and 
it worked out for everybody, 

particularly for the second-ranked 
Stanford men’s water polo team.

Sandman was a high school All-
American goalkeeper coming out 
of Menlo School four years ago. He 
spent his first two years at Stanford 
playing behind All-American Sandy 
Hohener.

Cardinal coach John Vargas had 
an interesting problem. He had two 
All-American goalies at the begin-
ning of last season; the senior Ho-

hener and the junior Sandman.
“I made the suggestion (to red-

shirt) but it was always Jimmie’s de-
cision,” Vargas said after Stanford 
(2-0 in the Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation, 16-2 overall) beat vis-
iting Pacific, 10-4, in a Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation match on 
Wednesday. “He was proving him-
self last year even with Sandy. He 
was playing exceptionally well and 
I thought why have two All-Amer-
icans playing when one of them 
could redshirt.”

It was a complicated decision. He 
had his academic work to consider, 

his health (knee) and his competitive 
spirit, which made it tough for him 
to sit on the sidelines. It was a close 
call that eventually came down to 
doing what was best for the team.

“A little of it was letting my knees 
get healthier but mostly it was to 
give Sandy his senior year,” said 
Sandman, who recorded eight saves 
in the win over the Tigers. “I had 
no problem putting the season on 
hold.”

After failing to reach the NCAA 
tournament last year, the Cardinal is 
firmly in control of its own destiny 
this year following a big win over 

defending national champion Cali-
fornia and twice beating UCLA. 
Both of Stanford’s losses have been 
to top-ranked and unbeaten USC 
in the two major in-season tourna-
ments.

Stanford gets another chance at 
the Trojans when they visit on Nov. 
15. The game time will be set in 
conjunction with the football game 
on the same day against the same 
opponent.

“We’ve had two great tournaments 
but it’s time to focus on conference 
games,” Sandman said. “We can’t 

Deonte Boyland (9) blocks an extra-point attempt in Palo Alto’s 22-6 
win over Mission Valley last weekend as the Knights improved to 10-0.

(continued on page 40)

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Palo Alto Knights hoping
to keep perfect year intact

by Keith Peters 

I t was new league with new faces 
and new teams. It all added up 
to plenty of unknowns for the 

Palo Alto Knights’ youth football 
program.

The only known quantity, perhaps, 
was the step up in competition when 
the Knights moved to the National 
Youth Football League (NYFL) 
over the summer. In fact, two Palo 
Alto teams finished under .500 this 
season, perhaps further proving the 
legitimacy of the new league.

One of the Palo Alto teams that 
finished above .500 was the Varsity, 
which capped a 10-0 regular season 
on Sunday with a 22-6 win over the 

Mission Valley Cougars at Palo Alto 
High.

“This 2008 Varsity team is only 
the second Knights team over the 
past 25 years to finish a regular 
season undefeated. This is a huge 
accomplishment for these players,” 
says Mike Piha, the Knights’ head 
coach.

The last team to achieve that ac-
complishment was Piha’s Jr. Midget 
team in 2002.

The Varsity (14-year olds) this 
year season won the division title 
and clinched the No. 1 seed for the 
NYFL playoffs. More impressively, 
perhaps, the Knights’ defense yield-

(continued on page 42)

MENLO MEMO . . . Senior mid-
fielder Megan Finney turned one 
of the few scoring chances the 
Menlo College women’s soccer 
team had into the game winner, 
scoring in the final five minutes to 
lift the Oaks past visiting William 
Jessup, 2-1, on Wednesday. The 
win gave Menlo sole possession 
of second place in the Cal Pac 
Conference, a point ahead of the 
Warriors. Senior forward Megan 
Gray gave Menlo the early lead. 
The Oaks (6-1-1, 9-3-1) host UC 
Santa Cruz at 1 p.m. on Saturday 
in a nonconference game. Gray 
earned California Pacific Confer-
ence Women’s Soccer Player of 
the Week honors after recording 
three assists and two goals in 
two games last week, both Oaks’ 
victories. . . . The Menlo College 
men’s soccer team got a pair of 
goals from Julian Baldaccini, but 
William Jessup scored more of-
ten, taking a 5-2 decision from the 
Oaks in the second game of the 
conference doubleheader. Menlo 
(5-3-1, 6-6-1) travels to Vallejo 
for a conference match with Cal 
State Maritime on Saturday . . 
. Menlo College junior Deborah 
Bekowies earned California Pa-
cific Conference Volleyball Player 
of the Week following a week 
in which she had 44 kills and 7 
blocks in three matches.

ON THE LINKS . . . Palo Alto Golf 
Club member Larry Bazinett 
was named the 2008 Player of 
the Year after finishing third in the 
club’s Tournament of Champions 
event held last weekend at Palo 
Alto Municipal. Bazinett was third 
in low net with round of 74-73-
147 to earn 50 TOC points. Over 
the tournament year, Bazinett 
placed in 16 events while win-
ning five times. Clinton Wu was 
the overall low gross winner in 
the TOC event, shooting rounds 
of 75-73 for a 148 total. Howard 
Stein won low-net honors in the 
championship division (75-69-144) 
after winning a playoff with Brad 
Miller. The tourney’s overall low-
net winner was Luisito Barron 
(65-68-133).    

CARDINAL CORNER . . . Stanford 
grad Sam Warburg reached the 
finals of the USTA Mercedes Benz 
of Calabasas tennis tournament 
on Sunday, losing to top-seeded 
Vincent Spadea, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4.
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Sports

get caught looking ahead. We don’t 
want any bumps in the road. Long 
Beach State is just as important as 
USC.”

The 10th-ranked 49ers, currently 
on a three-game losing streak, visit 
Avery Aquatic Center on Saturday 
at noon. Following this weekend 
Stanford has two home matches re-
maining before ending the regular 
season with The Big Splash at Cali-
fornia on Nov. 22.

Conference games matter in the 
MPSF because eight of the nation’s 
top 10 teams are concentrated in 
the conference, and winning those 
games are essential for qualifying 
for the lone at-large berth available 
to the NCAA tournament.

With the national championships 
scheduled for Stanford in early De-
cember, Cardinal players are hope-
ful they will end the season at home 
as one of the Final Four.

“I knew this summer we were 
going to be good,” Sandman said. 
“The most important part is to be 
consistent. We only play one game 
in a day now, so there’s no reason 
to be looking anywhere but to the 
next game.”

The next win will match last sea-
son’s total, sending a message that 
Stanford already has erased the feel-
ing of being spectators rather than 
competitors in last year’s finals.

The longest Stanford has gone 
without winning a national title is 
six years. The Cardinal won its last 
championship in 2002, Vargas’ first 
year as coach.

“I’m happy with the way we’re 
playing, especially on defense,” 
Vargas said. “Jimmie sets the tone 
for us. The way he’s been playing 
this year allows us to do things we 
can’t normally attempt. He’s a great 
athlete and a great leader.”

Stanford has been a second home 
to Sandman. He’s played with the 
Stanford Water Polo Club age-group 
team since his early teens. By the 

Sandman
(continued from page 39)

Menlo School graduate Jimmie Sandman is enjoying his first season as 
the starting goalie for the No. 2-ranked Stanford men’s team.

Keith Peters

time he was a junior at Menlo 
School, he knew he wanted to con-
tinue playing on the collegiate level. 
Back then it didn’t even need to be 
at Stanford.

“I looked at a lot of other schools,” 
he said. “I know I went to a local 
school but Stanford was always the 
ultimate goal. Living so close to 
home (Los Altos), I can visit my 
parents whenever I want.”

Sandman said that playing at 
Menlo for Jack Bowen, a former 
Stanford All-American goalkeeper, 
was instrumental in his develop-
ment.

“I’d argue that he made me the 
goalie I am today,” Sandman said. 
“He put me in the best possible posi-
tion to be looked at by colleges. He’s 

one of the best goalkeeping coaches 
in the country.”

Bowen, who recently coached the 
Knights to their 13th consecutive 
PAL Bay Division title, said Sand-
man made it easy during a four-year 
prep career that saw Menlo go 112-
28 with Sandman in the cage.

“He’s a lot of fun to be around and 
to coach,” Bowen said. “He was al-
ways a serious competitor. He’s got 
amazing leg strength and a knack 
for getting his big frame across the 
goal fluidly.”

Sandman’s efforts on Wednes-
day were backed up by senior Will 
Hindle-Katel, who led the Cardinal 
offense against Pacific with three 
goals. Redshirt senior Andrew 
Drake added two scores.■

Women’s volleyball
Stanford travels to Southern 
California for Pac-10 games 
at No. 14 USC on Friday night 
at 8 p.m. and at No. 10 UCLA 
at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday. The 
fifth-ranked Cardinal (6-1, 15-3) 
dropped into second place in 
the conference following its four-
set loss to California on Sunday. 
The Women of Troy are tied for 
sixth in the Pac-10 with a 3-4 
record (10-6 overall) and has 
lost four of its last six matches. 
USC does have wins over 
nationally-ranked UCLA and 
San Diego. The Women of Troy 
and the Cardinal have split their 
last 16 meetings. Stanford won 
the last time the teams met: in 
the NCAA Final Four. USC setter 
Taylor Carico was a high school 
teammate of Stanford outside 
hitter Alix Klineman, who re-
corded 21 kills and 12 digs in 
the loss to the Bears. Both play-
ers are returning All-Americans.

Men’s tennis
 If Tuesday’s ITA Northwest 
Regional championship match 
is any indication, then Stanford 
has the making of a champion-
ships season. In an all-Stanford 
singles final, top-seeded and 
fourth-ranked Alex Clayton 
defeated ninth-seeded Bradley 
Klahn in three sets, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-2, at the Taube Family Tennis 
Stadium. Clayton advances to 
the ITA National Indoor Cham-
pionships in Charlottesville, Va., 
which begins on Nov. 6. Clay-
ton and Klahn will get another 
chance to play beginning Oct. 
31 at the Gael Classic.

Cross country
The Stanford men’s team won 
its section of the NCAA Pre-
Nationals on Saturday in Terre 
Haute, IN, the site of the national 
championships in late Novem-
ber. Garrett Heath and Chris 
Derrick finished third and fourth, 
leading the 10th-ranked Cardi-
nal, which will travel to Oregon 
for the Pac-10 championships in 
two weeks. Stanford recorded 
77 points. Seventh-ranked Iona 
was second with 123 points.  
Heath completed the 8,000-
meter course in 23:36.4.
The Stanford women’s team fin-
ished seventh, with 248 points, 
in its section of the NCAA Pre-
Nationals. Freshman Laurynne 
Chetelat finished 28th with a 
time of 20:57.3 for the Cardinal. 
She’s been Stanford’s top run-
ner in each of her two races.

Men’s swimming
Olympian Jason Dunford and 
Eugene Godsoe each swam 
to a pair of individual victories 
and participated on a winning 
relay team as Stanford won 
Saturday’s Pacific Invitational in 
Stockton with 1,006 1/2 points. 
The Cardinal won nine of the 
10 events, with David Mosko, 
Nate Cass and freshman Bobby 
Bollier each winning an event. 
Dunford won the 100 free with 
a time of 42.27, and the 100 fly 
with a time of 49.20. Godsoe 

won the 100 back in 49.18 and 
the 200 back in 1:50.84. Mosko 
swam 4:34.96 to lead a Stanford 
sweep (the top eight places) 
in the 500 free. Cass swam 
2:05.14 in winning the 200 
breast, just ahead of teammate 
Paul Kornfeld, the defending 
NCAA champion in the event, 
who was timed in 2:05.18. Bol-
lier won the 200 fly with a time 
of 1:50.03.

Women’s swimming
The third-ranked Stanford wom-
en’s swimming team defeated 
Michigan, 218-82, and fourth-
ranked Florida, 178-122, in a 
double-dual meet on Friday.
The Cardinal, stamping itself 
as a clear national contender, 
won 13 of 17 events in a meet 
featuring three teams that fin-
ished among the top nine at 
last season’s NCAA champion-
ships. Stanford (4-0) swept the 
back, breast, fly and IM events 
behind a trio of returning All-
Americans in junior Julia Smit, 
sophomore Liz Smith and junior 
Elaine Breeden. Smit won all 
three of her events, swimming 
the 100 back in 54.70, the 200 
back in 1:56.32 and the 400 
IM in 4:11.04. Smith won the 
100 breast at 1:03.45, and 
swam 2:15.17 in the 200 breast. 
Breeden was first in the 200 fly 
with a time of 1:58.42 and won 
the 100 fly with a time of 54.45. 
Freshman Sam Woodward won 
a pair of individual events for 
the third consecutive meet. She 
won the 50 free in 23.17, and 
came back two events later to 
win the 100 free in 50.34. She 
also placed third in the 200 fly 
with a time of 55.34.

Men’s soccer
Junior goalkeeper John Moore 
recorded nine saves but Stan-
ford (1-3-1, 3-7-2) failed to 
muster enough offense in a 1-0 
overtime loss to visiting Cali-
fornia on Saturday in a Pac-10 
contest.

Men’s gymnastics
Former Stanford All-American, 
current U.S. national team 
member and Olympic alternate 
David Durante accepted the 
second assistant coaching po-
sition at Stanford and will help 
coach Thom Glielmi and first 
assistant JD Reive.

Women’s golf
Stanford finished third at its own 
Stanford Intercollegiate, which 
was completed on Sunday. The 
Cardinal moved into third after 
shooting a 2-over-par on the 
final day, finishing with a three-
round score of 5-over-par 857. 
UCLA won the team title with 
an 8-under-par 844. USC was 
second with a 5-under-par 847. 
Rebecca Durham recorded her 
second top-10 finish of the sea-
son after a round of 1-under-par 
70 on Sunday put her in ninth to 
lead Stanford.
--compiled by Rick Eymer

COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS

The offense of Teresa Noyola (left) 
and Kelley O’Hara has the Stan-
ford women eying scoring records.

by Rick Eymer

C all it forward progress. Junior 
forward Kelley O’Hara and 
sophomore forward Christen 

Press already have surpassed their 
point totals from last year with five 
regular-season matches remaining 
to play.

Freshmen Lindsay Taylor, a 
Castilleja grad, has also surpassed 
last year’s team-leading 23 points 
(O’Hara) and freshmen Teresa 
Noyola, a Paly grad, and midfielder 
Camille Levin are in double figures 
in points.

The fifth-ranked Cardinal (4-0, 
14-0-1) hosts its final two regular-
season matches this weekend on 
pace to becoming one of the school’s 
most prolific scoring teams. Stan-
ford has scored 48 goals this year, 
two more than it did all of last year.

The combined goals total of the 
2004 and 2005 seasons is 48 and 
both years the Cardinal played in 
the NCAA tournament.

O’Hara and her teammates find 

them themselves in rarified air. 
Stanford has not scored any more 
than 48 in a season since record-
ing 55 in 2002. The unofficial team 
record is 67 set in the Final Four 
year of 1993, and only four teams 
have scored as many as 50 goals in 
a season.

O’Hara became the third member 
of Stanford’s forward line to earn a 
Player-of-the-Week award this year 
when she was so honored by the 
Pac-10 on Tuesday.

It’s her second career award as she 
joins Taylor and Noyola as confer-
ence player of the week.

O’Hara collected three goals 
and two assists over the weekend 
as Stanford beat both Washington, 
5-1, and Washington State, 3-0. She 
moved into the team lead with 28 
points.

Arizona visits for a 7 p.m. kickoff 
on Friday and Arizona State is in 
town on Sunday for a 1 p.m. start, 
which marks the final regular-sea-
son home match for Stanford.

Stanford and UCLA remain the 
only two unbeaten teams in the con-
ference. Should both schools remain 
that way over the weekend, it would 
set up a Halloween confrontation in 
Westwood.■

COLLEGE SOCCER

Cardinal women closing in
on all-time scoring record

Kyle Terada/Stanford Athletics
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Friday
AT SACRED HEART PREP

Game 1 — El Toro vs. Davis, 9:30 a.m.
Game 3 — St. Francis vs. Mater Dei, 

10:35 a.m.
Game 5 — Sacred Heart Prep vs. Bish-

op’s School, 11:40 a.m.
Game 7 — Santa Barbara vs. Acalanes, 

12:45 p.m.
Game 9 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 3 

loser, 1:50 p.m.
Game 11 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 3 

winner, 2:55 p.m.
Game 13 — Game 5 loser vs. Game 7 

loser, 4 p.m.
Game 15 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 7 

winner, 5:05 p.m.
AT MENLO-ATHERTON  

Game 2 — Miramonte vs. La Canada, 
11:30 a.m.

Game 4 — Villa Park vs. De La Salle, 
12:35 p.m.

Game 6 — Los Alamitos vs. Menlo-
Atherton, 1:40 p.m.

Game 8 — Menlo vs. Carlsbad, 2:45 
p.m.

Game 10 — Game 2 loser vs. Game 4 
loser, 3:50 p.m.

Game 12 — Game 2 winner vs. Game 4 
winner, 4:55 p.m.

Game 14 — Game 6 loser vs. Game 8 
loser, 6 p.m.

Game 16 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 8 
winner, 7:05 p.m. 

Saturday
AT SACRED HEART PREP

Game 17 — Game 11 loser vs. Game 
15 loser, 8 a.m.

Game 19 — Game 12 loser vs. Game 16 
loser, 9:10 a.m.

Game 21 — Game 11 winner vs. Game 
15 winner (semifinal), 10:20 a.m.

Game 23 — Game 12 winner vs. Game 
16 winner (semifinal), 11:30 a.m.

Game 25 — Game 17 loser vs. Game 19 
loser (seventh place), 12:40 p.m.

Game 27 — Game 17 winner vs. Game 
19 winner (fifth place), 1:50 p.m.

Game 29 — Game 21 loser vs. Game 23 
loser (third place), 3 p.m.

Game 31 — Game 21 winner vs. Game 
23 winner (championship), 4:10 p.m.

AT MENLO-ATHERTON
Game 18 — Game 10 loser vs. Game 

14 loser, 8 a.m.
Game 20 — Game 9 loser vs. Game 13 

loser, 9:10 a.m.
Game 22 — Game 10 winner vs. Game 

14 winner, 10:20 a.m.
Game 24 — Game 9 winner vs. Game 

13 winner, 11:30 a.m.
Game 26 — Game 18 loser vs. Game 20 

loser (15th place), 12:40 p.m.
Game 28 — Game 18 winner vs. Game 

20 winner (13th place), 1:50 p.m.
Game 30 — Game 22 loser vs. Game 24 

loser (11th place), 3 p.m.
Game 32 — Game 22 winner vs. Game 

24 winner (ninth place), 4:10 p.m.

www.menloschool.org

Menlo School is an  

independent coeduca-

tional school serving 750 

students in grades six 

through twelve. We offer  

a rigorous, engaging,  

academic curriculum 

complemented by out-

standing creative arts  

and athletics programs.

Middle School Open Houses: 11/2/08 1:00 pm; 12/4/08 6:30 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 10/16/08 6:30 pm; 12/7/08 1:00 pm

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA (650) 327-7222

How can we help 
you go green?

CLASSES.  TRAINERS.  NEW EQUIPMENT.

BEST FITNESS CLUB

WWW.OVERTIMEFITNESS.COM

650.944.8555 • M-F 6am-10pm Sat/Sun 8am-7pm
1625 N. Shoreline Blvd. Mt. View, CA 94043

LIVE.  FLEX. GROW. ENGAGE.

CLLC ASSA SEEES SS

650 94444 855555 MMM FF 6

First time trial customers only please.
Offer expires 11/15/08. Must present this ad.

W O R K O U T  F O R  FREE

22  WEEKWEEK  
TRIAL OFFERTRIAL OFFER

LIVE.

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Emily Dorst
Menlo-Atherton water polo

Lisa Fawcett
Gunn cross country

Rachael Henry
Sacred Heart prep golf

Anne Robson
Sacred Heart prep tennis

Chelsea Sullivan
Menlo water polo

Abby Whelan*
Menlo volleyball

James Balassone
Menlo water polo

Will Brandin*
Palo Alto football

Philip MacQuitty
Palo Alto cross country

Rod Nash
Menlo-Atherton football

Jerry Rice Jr.*
Menlo football

Matt Walter 
Sacred Heart prep football

Honorable mention 

Marietta Tuionetoa
Menlo-Atherton High 

The junior tennis standout 
won a very big match at 
No. 1 singles to help beat 
Burlingame, 4-3, then won 
against Mills to help give 
the unbeaten Bears their 
first PAL Bay Division regu-
lar-season title since 2000.

Connor Whitlock
Pinewood School

The senior two-way football 
standout shook off a slight 
concussion from the previ-
ous week to rush for 128 
yards on 18 carries, score 
two touchdowns and throw 
two TD passes to help the 
Panthers to a 46-36 victory.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

PREP WATER POLO

Top tourneys
offer tough
competition 

by Keith Peters 

P erhaps the closest thing to a 
state championship in boys’ 
water polo will surface in 

Atherton this weekend when the 
North-South Water Polo Challenge 
is held at the Sacred Heart Prep and 
Menlo-Atherton pools.

The top team from Southern Cali-
fornia — El Toro — will be joined 
by the top squad from Northern Cal-
ifornia — Miramonte — in the 16-
team, two-day invitational. Both El 
Toro and Miramonte are undefeated 
this season. Those teams could meet 
in Saturday’s championship game in 
the SHP pool at 4:10 p.m.

The field also includes the No. 1 
team (Bishop’s School) and No. 2 
squad (Carlsbad) from San Diego.

Girls
Menlo-Atherton clinched no 

worse than a tie for its second 
straight PAL Bay Division regular-
season title with an 18-6 thumping 
of host Aragon on Wednesday.

The Bears (5-0, 15-3) got four 
goals from senior Vanessa Lane and 
four more from junior Becca Dorst 
in the lopsided triumph. Seniors 
Hannah Breen and Morgan Leech 
split another four goals.

Menlo-Atherton can wrap up the 
regular-season title next Wednesday 
with a home match against Wood-
side at 3 p.m. Before that, the Bears 
will compete in the 14th annual 
Amanda MacDonald Invitational 
on Friday and Saturday. M-A will 
play its opening matches Friday at 
Woodside High.

The top three teams in the section 
will provide a preview, perhaps, of 
the CCS playoffs in the MacDonald 
Invitational.■

NORTH-SOUTH CHALLENGE SCHEDULE

Friday
AT MENLO COLLEGE

Game 1 — St. Francis vs. Palo Alto, 
noon

Game 3 — Sacred Heart Prep vs. Gunn, 
1:10 p.m.

Game 5 — St. Francis vs. Soquel, 2:20 
p.m.

Game 7 — Sacred Heart Prep vs. Men-
lo, 3:30 p.m.

Game 9 — Soquel vs. Palo Alto, 4:40 
p.m.

Game 11 — Menlo vs. Gunn, 5:50 p.m.
Game 13 — Leland vs. Burlingame, 7 

p.m.

AT WOODSIDE HIGH
Game 2 — Menlo-Atherton vs. Wood-

side, noon
Game 4 — Davis vs. Burlingame, 1:10 

p.m.

Game 6 — Menlo-Atherton vs. Presen-
tation, 2:20 p.m.

Game 8 — Davis vs. Leland, 3:30 p.m.
Game 10 — Presentation vs. Woodside, 

4:40 p.m.

Saturday
AT MENLO COLLEGE

Game 13 — semifinal, noon
Game 15 — 5th-8th, 1:10 p.m.
Game 17 — 9th-12th, 2:20 p.m.
Game 19 — Championship, 3:30 p.m.
Game 21 — Third place, 4:40 p.m.
Game 23 — Fifth place, 5:50 p.m.
Game 24 — 11th place, 7 p.m.

AT WOODSIDE HIGH
Game 14 — semifinal, noon
Game 16 — 5th-8th, 1:10 p.m.
Game 18 — 9th-12th, 2:20 p.m.
Game 20 — Seventh place, 3:30 p.m.
Game 22 — Ninth place, 4:40 p.m.

AMANDA MACDONALD INVITATIONAL SCHEDULE
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642 Ramona Street, Palo Alto (650) 329-9533
www.coconutspaloalto.com

Using only the fi nest and freshest 
ingredients, Chef Robert will present 

Caribbean Cuisines with Distinction & Flair.

Bring in this ad and take 
15% OFF one meal.

Offer expires 11/15/08. Can not be combined with other offers.

A while ago, I fell and suffered a massive head injury. If Dr. 
Jeffrey Englander and his team at Valley Medical Center in 
San Jose hadn’t been there when Stanford doctors sent me 
to VMC, I might be dead today.

But if voters don’t pass Measure A, which funds seismic 
improvements at VMC, we may lose the brain injury program, 
along with the county’s only other level 1 trauma center and 
half of VMC’s beds.

We can’t afford to lose Silicon Valley’s largest and only 
public hospital. We can’t afford to lose our best emergency 
resource to care for mass casualties after a major 
earthquake or natural disaster.

Join Supervisor Kniss and me by supporting Measure A. 
Please donate to the Valley Medical Center Foundation  
to help keep VMC there for you when you need it.

DONATE TODAY!

(408) 885-5299 
www.vmcfoundation.org

VMC Foundation 
2400 Moorpark Avenue 
Suite 207 
San Jose, CA 95128

“Valley Medical Center saved my life.” 
—Leonard Ely

Leonard Ely  |  Jeffrey Englander, MD  |  Supervisor Liz Kniss  |  Shirley Ely

ed a league-low 40 points over the 
10 games. 

The Knights clinched the top 
seed for the playoffs with their win 
on Sunday. Leading the Palo Alto 
offense were running backs Eric 
Redwood and Dante Boyland, who 
received some fine blocking from 
fullback Erik Anderson.

The Knights’ defense also was 
outstanding, holding the Cougars 
to 63 yards of total offense. In eight 
games this season, the Knights have 
held an opponent under 100 yards 
of offense.

Piha credits his defense for the 

perfect record: “Anytime you hold 
a team under 100 yards of offense 
you have a pretty good chance of 
winning the game. We did that 
eight times this season. Our play-
ers really fly to the ball; this is one 
of the quickest defenses I have ever 
coached.”

The Knights’ defense is led by 
linebackers Redwood, Boyland, An-
derson, Dominic Dawkins and Drew 
Rider; defensive ends Andrew Frick 
and Mark Duby, defensive tackles 
Brandon and Michael Jorgenson 
and defensive backs Justin Mouton, 
Jayshawn Mouton, E.J Floreal and 
Alex Furrier.

“What’s great about our defense 
is we have about 16 players who can 

play outstanding defense, so we are 
always fresh and the depth is key to 
our success,” Piha said. 

The Knights’ Varsity will have 
a bye and play the Mission Valley 
Cougars in the second round of the 
playoffs on Nov. 8. That winner will 
advance to the championship game 
and, possibly, the California State 
Championship on Sunday Nov. 23 
at San Jose City College.

The Knights’ Starters team fin-
shed 4-6, the Rookies finished 4-6 
and the Jr. Varsity finished the regu-
lar season at 6-4 as the runnerup in 
their division.

Those three Palo Alto teams will 
travel to Brentwood for first-round 
playoff games on Saturday, Nov. 1.■

Youth football
(continued from page 39)

COLLEGE CALENDAR
FRIDAY

Women’s Field Hockey
Stanford at California, 1:30 p.m.

Men’s Cross Country
Menlo at Holy Names Invitational in Oak-

land, 2 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
Stanford at New Mexico, 6 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Arizona at Stanford, 7 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Menlo at Mills, 7 p.m.

Stanford at USC, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY
Football

Whitworth at Menlo College, noon

Men’s Water Polo
Long Beach State at Stanford, noon

Women’s Soccer
UC Santa Cruz at Menlo, 1 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
Cal State Maritime at Menlo, 3 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Menlo at Holy Names, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
Men’s Wrestling

Stanford at Menlo Open, 9 a.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Stanford at UCLA, 12:30 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Arizona State at Stanford, 1 p.m.

Women’s Field Hockey
Stanford at Pacific, 3 p.m.

PREP CALENDAR
FRIDAY
Football

PAL Bay Division — Menlo-Atherton at 
Aragon, 3 p.m.; Menlo at Woodside, 7 p.m.

PAL Ocean B — Half Moon Bay at Sacred 
Heart Prep, 3 p.m.

De Anza Division — Wilcox at Palo Alto, 
7:30 p.m.

El Camino Division — Cupertino at Gunn, 
7:30 p.m.

Girls’ volleyball
WBAL — Sacred Heart Prep at Castilleja, 

5:45 p.m.; Crystal Springs at Pinewood, 5:45 
p.m.

Boys’ water polo
Nonleague — North-South Challenge: 

Bishop’s School at Sacred Heart Prep, 11:45 
a.m.; Los Alamitos at Menlo-Atherton, 1:45 
p.m.; Carlsbad vs. Menlo at M-A, 2:45 p.m.; 
SHP-Bishop’s winner vs. Santa Barbara-
Acalanes winner at Sacred Heart Prep, 5:50 
p.m. (first-round losers play at 4 p.m.); Los 
Alamitos-MA winner vs. Menlo-Carlsbad 
winner at M-A, 7:05 p.m. (first-round losers 
play at 6 p.m.)

Girls’ water polo
Nonleague — Amanda MacDonald Invi-

tational: Palo Alto vs. St. Francis at Menlo 
College, noon; Menlo-Atherton at Woodside, 
noon; Sacred Heart Prep vs. Gunn at Menlo 
College, 1:10 p.m.; Menlo-Atherton vs. Pre-
sentation at Woodside, 2:20 p.m.; Sacred 
Heart Prep at Menlo, 3:30 p.m.; Palo Alto vs. 
Soquel at Menlo College, 4:40 p.m.; Gunn at 
Menlo, 5:50 p.m. 

Page 42 • October 24, 2008 • Palo Alto Weekly



Sports

Cross country
Palo Alto, Castilleja and host 
Gunn will get together for the 
annual City Championships on 
Tuesday on the Titans’ campus 
at 3:30 p.m. The course will 
wind around Gunn’s new athletic 
facilities, due to open in early 
spring. All three schools tuned 
up with solid efforts last week. 
Palo Alto junior Philip MacQuitty 
won individual honors and led 
his team to the overall victory 
in the boys’ varsity race Friday 
at the Monterey Bay Invitational 
cross-country meet at Toro Park 
in Salinas. With the three-mile 
course the site of this season’s 
Central Coast Section champi-
onships, Palo Alto’s team effort 
and MacQuitty’s individual per-
formance perhaps bodes well for 
the section meet. The Paly boys 
totaled 55 points to hold off rival 
Gunn (75). MacQuitty ran 15:43 
for individual honors, winning by 
just one second. The Palo Alto 
girls ran second, as did Gunn 
junior Lisa Fawcett, to highlight 
local efforts at the Monterey Bay 
Invitational. Fawcett clocked 
19:16 for second place. Paly se-
nior Elizabeth Scott finished fifth 
in 19:56. Depth proved to be the 
difference for the Paly girls, who 
finished with 97 points for sec-
ond behind Aptos. In a West Bay 
Athletic League meet last week, 

the Menlo girls won their first 
race of the season, scoring 76 
points over the 3.0-mile layout at 
Shoreline Park in Mountain View. 
Amy Ousterhout finished sixth 
in 20:25 to lead the Knights. The 
best local finisher was Castilleja’s 
Rachel Skokowski, fourth in 
20:18. Laura Allen of Woodside 
Priory was fifth in 20:23.

Football
It’s another big weekend for local 
teams, two of which are riding 
unbeaten streaks. Those streaks 
will be tested on Friday when Sa-
cred Heart Prep (3-0, 6-0) plays 
host to Half Moon Bay (3-0, 5-1) 
in a battle for first place in the 
PAL Ocean B Division at 3 p.m. 
The Gators not only are playing 
for first place, but a possible seed 
in the CCS playoffs. With only 
one automatic berth available 
for the Ocean A and B divisions, 
Sacred Heart can’t afford more 
than one loss, if that. The Gators 
are coming off a 41-26 blasting 
of host San Mateo last weekend. 
Junior running back Matt Walter 
carried 14 times for 134 yards 
and two touchdowns to spark the 
Gators while quarterback Ryan 
Sakowski was an efficient 6-of-8 
passing for 113 yards and one 
score . . . The other streak still 
intact belongs to Menlo School, 
which takes a 2-0 mark in the 
PAL Bay Division (6-0 overall) to 

Woodside on Friday for a kickoff 
at 7 p.m. The Knights disposed 
of South San Francisco last 
week, 28-7, as Jerry Rice Jr. filled 
in at quarterback for the second 
straight week. Rice produced 
165 yards passing and 84 yards 
rushing in addition to throwing for 
two TDs and rushing for another 
. . . Palo Alto (2-0, 5-1) puts sole 
possession of first place in the 
SCVAL De Anza Division on the 
line Friday night in its Homecom-
ing game against Wilcox (1-1, 3-3) 
at 7:30 p.m. The Vikings hold a 
slim one-game lead over Milpitas, 
Los Gatos and Saratoga — all of 
whom have 2-1 marks. Paly must 
travel to face Milpitas on Oct. 
31. “These next two games will 
tell us where we are,” said Paly 
coach Earl Hansen. The Vikings 
are coming off a 28-14 win over 
Saratoga, where Paly was able to 
overcome three lost fumbles and 
just 37 total rushing yards to win. 
Paly senior Will Brandin complet-
ed just six passes, but they went 
for 218 yards and two touch-
downs . . . Menlo-Atherton (1-0, 
4-2) is coming off a bye week and 
should be ready for Friday’s big 
showdown at Aragon (2-0, 3-3) 
at 3 p.m. If the Bears have any 
hopes of defending their PAL Bay 
Division title, they have to win this 
one . . . Gunn (0-2, 0-6), mean-
while, has a good shot at winning 
its first game when the Titans 
play host to Cupertino (0-3, 1-5) 
on Friday at 7:30 p.m.■

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

f i lol i
www.filoli.org (650) 364-8300

86 Cañada Road, Woodside • Just off I-280 at Edgewood Road.

2008HolidayT raditions
at Filoli Center in Woodside 

Friday, November 28 through Saturday, December 6
We invite you to join us at this beloved annual 
event. Surrounded by an abundance of beautiful 
holiday décor:

 for hundreds of one-of-a-kind gifts 
and unique Filoli items

 buffet lunches and suppers before or 
after you shop

 preserve this historic national treasure 
for future generations

Tickets on Sale
Visit www.filoli.org for complete details. Please 
call (650) 364-8300, extension 508 Mondays 
through Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Advanced ticket purchase is highly recommended. Tickets are non-
refundable and non-exchangeable.

Help
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�
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Enjoy

Now
�
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It’s about time you  
have the best home  
phone service.
Get a whole lot more at a rate that just won’t quit!

Limited to residential customers in participating Comcast systems in wired and serviceable locations. Service, features and pricing are subject to change. Equipment and installation charges, taxes, Regulatory Recovery Fee and other 
charges (e.g., toll and international calling) extra. Service is subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions of service. Comcast Digital Voice® Local with More™ pricing applies to direct-dialed local calls from home. Additional charges 
apply for calls beyond coverage area. Separate long distance carrier connections and dial around calling not available. Activation fee may apply to Comcast Digital Voice.® Comcast Digital Voice service (including 911/emergency services) 
may not function after an extended power outage. Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with Digital Voice services. EMTA required ($3.00/month from Comcast). Call 1-800-COMCAST for restrictions and complete 
details. Comcast ©2008. All rights reserved.  6419_CCWB_Almanac 

1-800-COMCAST

$2495
Per Month 
Every Month

Comcast  
Digital Voice®

Local with More™

NOT an 
introductory

rate!
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